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proſpect of ſhewing you more re- 


2 


T 
EARL of HILSBOROUGH. 


Hap long purpoled to do my- 
ſelf the honour (with your 


My Lox, 


J 


to your name; but have, at length, 
ſpect, in decl 


RIGHT HONQURABLE 
H 
changed my purpoſe, from the 


— 

1 
* 
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permiſſion), to inſcribe this work 
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IT zrprected, my Lord, that, if 
any thing good was ſaid of you, in 
any thing like a dedication, (and 
it were ſtrange to imagine a dedi- 
cation without it), it might, where 
both of us were unknown, be too 
probably interpreted into venal 
praiſe, or cliental adulation; but, 
when no patronage or protection 
were prayed for, 1 Tuth might then 
wear its own colour, and paſs for 


itſelf. 


Brs1DEs, my Lord, dedications 
are ſuſpicious things; and I could 
ill bear to be ſuſpected of the va- 
nity, or evil intention, of wiſhing 
to rival any good man in your fa- 
vour, eſpecially thoſe excellent and 
moſt examplary men, Who have 


long 


long miniſtered in things ſacred, 


about you, and ſupported and 


extended the credit of their mini- 


ſtry, with ſuch diſtinguiſhed Chriſ- 


tian zeal and diligence, as have 


greatly dignified their characters: 
and done real honour to your pa- 
tronage. 


 Uron farther conſideration, my 
Lord, I apprehend my fears were 
ill-founded ; your character, where 
I principally propoſed to touch up- 


on it, I mean, your ſpirit of bene- 


volence, is ſo far extended in its 
fame, and that fame ſo well found- 


ed, grounded upon ſo many ſolid 


proofs, tkat ven panegy ric dedi- 


cation could not impair it: And, 


5 I can with no addition to it, but 


„ 


E 
that it may extend to heaven, 


and be continued and increaſed for 
ever! 


My Lord, if I judge rightly of 


you, no man can better eſtimate 
the merit of great obligations, than 


you can; Think then, I beſeech 


you, how immenſe that mans 
debts muſt be to his Maker, who 
hath been inſpired, by him, with 


a ſoul, which evil example could 
not corrupt, nor diſcouragements 


diſſuade, nor difficulties deter, 
from purſuing and attaining the 


nobleſt endowments, that diſtin- 


guiſh, adorn, and accompliſh hu- 


manity, politeneſs, crudition, and 
eloquence; love of arts, love of 
mankind, love of his country, re- 
ligion, and laws. His love of his 

15 country 


[ vii 


country manifeſted, even to the 


danger of death, in defence of its 
laws: Veneration for his religion 
illuſtrated, by the nobleſt proofs, 
a conſtant and regular daily at- 
tendance upon the worſhip of God, 


at the head of a full and fair fa- 


muly in his own houſe, and a moſt 
ſolemn and conſtant weekly at- 
tendance upon the publick wor- 


ſhip, in the houſe of God, with 
a very numerous train and aſſem- 
bly of friends and dependants, 
much more edified by his ex- 
ample than influenced by his au- 


_ 


SUPPOSE this man, all perſonal 
periſhing perfections thrown out 


of oe queſtion; ſuppoſe ſuch a 
A 8 55 


* 


* 


viii ] 

man bleſſed with an ample for- 
tune; raiſed to high honour, in 
his country, and out of it; mar- 
ried to a moſt agreeable and ex- 
cellent woman, of one of the no- 
bleſt families, either in that coun- 
try or any other: A man ſo bleſt 
and beloved at home, ſo honour- 
ed and admired by all the world 
around him; my Lord, if you | 
know ſuch a man, as I hope you 
do, you can wiſh him but one fe- 
licity more, to complete his hap- 
pineſs here and hereafter; and 


that is, the felicity of 3 it, 
with the deepeſt lenſe of gratitude 


to his great BenefaQtor. 


Tuars felicity, I am ſure, you, 
my Lord, a lover of mankind, muſt 
cor- 
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licity, I beg to aſſu 
Lord 
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1 Own myſelf greatly at a loſs, whether 


to begin this preface, with an apology 
to the world, for attempting, in any de- 
gree, to inform or amend, fo late in life; 


or to confeſs ſome degree of confidence, 
in the attempt, from the impreflion, up- 
rightneſs, and importance, of the inten- 


tion that inſpired it; added to the ſucceſs 


of former endeavours, then as far exceed- 


ing my hopes, as this n now fall ſhort 
of them. 


For as, on one hand, it may juſtly be 
urged, that the infirmities of old age 
ſhould rather inſpire diffidence, and call 
for aſſiſtance and direction, than encou- 
rage to the preſumption of offering them 
to others; ſo, on the other hand, it may 
be urged, with equal truth, that the in- 

firmities, 
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firmities of the mind do not alivays keep 


pace with thoſe of the body; nor are 


either of them ſtrictly tied down to any 
determined period, -or equality of dura- 


tion; but may, at the ſame time, be un- 
| abated in one, and impaired in another; 


and, even when they verge to the de- 
cline, they may be ſo far advantaged by 
the aids of experience, obſervation, and 


ſtudy, beyond thoſe of earlier and abler 


years, as often to equal, ſometimes ex- 
cel ; agrecably to that obſervation of Eli- 
. in Job, Days ſhould ſpeak, and mul- 
titude of years Jhowld teach wiſdom. 


8 either of theſe, or which, 


may in any degree, be the caſe of this 


author, the world will judge for them- 
ſelves. He dareth only to pronounce for 


himſelf, that he hath endeavoured, and 


cannot wholly deſpair, that ſome things 
may be found in the work, to inform the 
ignorant, others to amuſe and entertain 
the curious, and ſome few, that may 
engage the attention and incite the en- 

quiries 


PREFACE. xi 
quiries of the learned; and, it may be, 
call for the deciſion of the criticks. 


In one thing only he confideth, that 
nothing will be found here to offend the 
7, ſerious or Chriſtian ear; but, poſſibly, 

| many that may offend the infidel, and 
probably provoke abuſe. 
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I am well informed, that there is a 
ſociety of men, in this region, who ſet up \ | 
= for cenſors of all works of learning ; but 
5 8 are in truth, not cenſors, but cenſurers, | 
E of all that relate to true religion ; I mean, 
all that would vindicate or ſupport it; 

and are well practiſed in pronouncing the 
hard ſentences of crude, dull, ignorant, 
Sc. very liberally, upon all ſuch authors 
and writings, And, when they would 
abuſe to. purpoſe, and inſinuate ſpecial 
_ contempt, they add the character of ſpecial 
orthodox. = Le 


Ir is ſurely, then, no great wonder, 
that theſe bold ſcoffers of true Chriſtian 
belief, ſhould not happily eſcape tze 

x | Characters 100 
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characters of determined and apparently 


malignant enemies to revelation, and all 
thoſe that either aſſert or defend it; but, 


quite otherwiſe, are deemed ſo impotent 
in their abuſe, that they are reputed (and, 


I am ſatisfied, not unjuſtly), to extend it 


to many works they never read, at leaſt, 
never examined, with any degree of care, 


and candour; and to ſome they never un- 


derſtood. 


Tuxsk are men, who, ſafe in their 


obſcurity, think it their wiſdom to aſſault 


only in the dark, as they have ſometimes 
been ſucceſsful in that character, to the 


great loſs and reproach of the world. 
And, indeed, this is apparently their wiſ- 


dom; in as much as, he ſhould ſeem, at 


firſt fight, a raſh, as well as a bold man, 


who would venture to wage war, at once, 


with Billingſgate and Banditti. 


AND yet, in truth, ſuch a war (defen- 
ſive only) hath been waged with them, to 


great advantage, by a gentleman, whoſe 
mind and manners are as remote from 
. illiberal 
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PARFACE a 
liberal ſcurrility and abuſe, as his ad- 


verſaries appear to be from learning, from 


candour, and cvery character of true 
criticiſm. 


| MxR,W aTsoN, the defendant here men- 
tioned, hath, in return to their ſcurrility, 
anſwered, and expoſed them, with ſtrong, 


clear, and irreſiſtable reaſoning, and ſuch 


a meek, calm, and Chriſtian ſpirit, as 
hath done honour to his own character, 
and uncommon juſtice to the Chriſtian 


cauſe; ſuch as were ſufficient to filence 


any thing but effrontery, hardened in 
Ignorance, to the end of the world. 


Tusk gentlemen (for ſo civility calleth 
them) are no objects, either of my emu- 
lation or envy; for, indeed, ſuch is my 


abject and unadventurous ſpirit, that I 
had infinitely rather be accounted of the 


loweſt rank of the militant, in the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe (and I pretend no higher) than 


to be blazoned with all the glory of the 


Higheſt power and prowels in the * 
en 


Bur 
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Bur to return, and, in the wonted - 


ſenile practice, conclude where I began; 


let me obſerve, that there is one charac- 


ter of an aged author, in which writings 
may ſometimes glory; vig. that they are 


the work of years; and, in truth, this is 


well entitled to that honour. The mate- 


rials have been ſlow and long in the col- 
lecting, and not haſty in the compoſition ; 


and, what 1s yet a ſurer character of age, 
there is but little done. But I remem- 


ber the gracious acceptance of the widow's 
mite, and am comforted ; concluding with 
the conſolations of David, and his humble 


prayers to Almighty God, in the fortieth, 


and ſeventy-firſt pſalms. Fortieth, I have 


not hid thy righteouſneſs in my heart ; my 
talk hath been of thy truth, and of thy 


ſalvation : I have not kept back thy loving 
mercy and truth from the great congrega- 


tion. Withdraw not thou thy mercy from 
O Lord. Seventy-firſt, F:rſake me 


| - O God, in mine old age, when J am 


grey headed, until 1 have fhewed thy 


ftrength unto this generation. — 1 dare not, 
I cannot, (I with I could) add, and thy 


power unto all them, that are yet for to come, 
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Poſtſeript. 


I TAKE it ſor granted that no man of 
common ſenſe, ever deemed himſelf clear 
of error and ignorance ; and, therefore, 
this author, not to preclude his claim to 


that character, hereby profeſſeth that he 
is far from the vanity of thinking him- 
ſelf exempt from either: And, in proof 
of his ſincerity, in the point, he thus pu- 


blickly declareth, that if any man, or 


any number of men, ſhall do him the 
honour to take this work into their ſerious 
conſideration ; and employ a little leizure, 
either | in juſt cenſure, or candid criticiſm, 


on any part of it, he will think himſelf 


highly obliged, and hereby defireth them 
to accept his thanks before hand. But, 


on the other hand, if any are pleaſed to 


allow themſelves, either in unbridled a- 
buſe, or unſupported cenſure, he thinks 


it but fair, to give them notice, that he 
ſhall accept that treatment, as a publick 
declaration to the world, that they have 
no objection to the work that! is able to 


endure tHe light. 
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A ſhort InTrRoDucrtory DISsERT A- 
TION, concerning the Laws of 
Nature, not foreign from the 


Purpoſe of this Work. 


S man is the only animal, of this 


\ lower world, who is capable of 
contemplating his Creator his power, wiſ- 


dom, and works, and attending to the 


ſeveral duties he oweth him, in conſe- 


quence of that contemplation : — Many 
wiſe men have been of opinion, that the 
definition of man ſhould be a religious, 


rather than a rational animal; for as much 


as religious implies ſeveral impreſſions, 
powers, and obligations, of which none 


of the inferior animals are capable; al- 
though many appearances, upon many 


occaſions, ſeem to indicate the powers of 


reaſon, in n many other reſpe ds, not total- 
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xxiy Introductory Diſſertation. 
ly denied to them. And theſe reflections 
are a ſufficient ground for enquiring, with 
ſome attention, into the principles of what 
is called Natural Religion. 
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IxDEED, the exiſtence of ſuch religion 
ſeems to me to be principally grounded 
upon {ome expreſſions of St. Paul, in the 
ſecond chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, at the fourteenth and fifteenth 
verſes. — For, when the Gentiles, which 
Have not the law, do, by nature, the things 
contained in the law, theſe, having not the 
law, are a law unto themſefves; which 
. ſhew the work of the law written in their 
bearts, their conſcience aiſo bearing wit 
neſs; and their thoughts, the mean while, 


accufing, or «ſe excuſing, one another. 


DoixG, by nature, the things contain- 

ed in the law, is generally underſtood to 
ſignify, that men do thole things by the 
dictates of their own reaſon, without the 
advantage of inſtruction, or erudition, of 
any kind. But the caſe, I humbly ap- 
prehend, is quite otherwiſe : The nature 
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of all creatures is beſt ſeen, and eſtimated, 
by what thoſe creatures are found to be, 
when they attain to the perfection of their 
ſpecies. — The nature of a horſe, far 


example, 1s not to be judged of by the 


loweſt character, and condition, of that 
brute ; but by the higheſt, and beſt, and 


ſuch as fits him to be moſt uſeful. Now, 


as a horſe cannot attain to this perfection, 


without the aſſiſtance, and, as it were, 
the erudition of man; ſo man himſelf 
cannot attain to the perfection of his na- 


ture, without a long train of inſtruction, 
erudition, and diſcipline, from other men, 
better informed, and diſciplined, than him- 


ſelf. Now, how ſuch men could be, ori- 


ginally, ſo informed, and diſciplined, other- 
wiſe than from the inſtruction of their 
Maker, I profeſs, I know not; neither 


can I conceive. I have learned to think 


fo, at leaſt, I am confirmed in fo think- 
ing, from a man, whom I have always 
found incomparably wiſer than myſelf, 


and, to my thinking, than all the boaſted 


wiſe men of the preſent world put toge- 


ther; and, all the knowlege he glories 
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to have, he humbly owneth to have de- 
rived from his ſtudy, and knowledge, of 
the divine law. Theu, through thy com- 
mandments, haſt made me wiſer than minc 
enemies: for they are ever with me. I have 
more underſtanding than all my teachers : 
Jer thy teſtimonies are my meditation. I un- 
derſtand more than the ancients, becauſe T 43 
keep thy precepts. And, indeed, this ſeems 4 
to be a very natural account of the mat- E 
ter, that the man was wiſer than others, | 
who was taught by God, in all the duties 
and relations of life; and carefully attend- 
ed to his teaching. I well know how 
much this doctrine is the contempt of the 
wiſer world around me, who ſeem, to me, 
to act in the fulneſs of that filial wiſdom, 
that ſhould inſpire children to deſpiſe the 
inheritance, conveyed to them by the care, 
and kindnets, of a father; becauſe be 
had given them (that is, conveyed to 
them, in their conſtitutions) health, and 
ſtrength, ſufficient to enable them to get 
their own livings, independent of his aid, 3 
and the proviſion he made for them. © 
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Now, conſidering how eaſily all thoſe 
natural powers might be impaired, and 
defeated in their purpoſes, and purſuits ; 
believe, no reaſonable man will long 
doubt, that the ſubſequent miſery and 
want, which would ſoon attend this proud 
and ungrateful offspring, would quickly, | 
and fadly, convince them of the vanity, 1 
ſtupidity, and vile ingratitude, of this 1 
vaunt. 


Tur ſource of our deluſion, on this —_ 
head, ſeems to be derived from hence. L 


Wx find ourſelves ſufficiently directed, 
5 in our ſeveral duties, by the light that 
1 hath fallen down, from on high, upon 
our parents and teachers; and, by them, 
carefully communicated, and gradually, 
and imperceptibly, diffuſed through our 
minds: And, when we meditate upon 
them, we find them ſo clearly delineated 
there, that we are vainly tempted to ima- 
zZ gine we derive them from thence, And 
F this is juſt as wiſe, as it would be, to ima- 
1 gine a mirror the true ſource of all thoſe 
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bright, and luminous objects, and fine 
proportions, which we obſerve reflected 
in it. — Whereas, in truth, both equally 
derive their light from heaven, with only 

this difference, that the impreſſions of 

the firſt are permanent, but thoſe of the 
latter fleeting. 


Tux account which a very celebrated 
author of a Treatiſe on the Laws of Na- 
ture, has given of thoſe laws, may, very 

juſtly, carry greater weight with it, than 
any reaſoning of mine upon that head, 


His words are theſe . S0 that 
having, from our childhood, had a ſenſe 
e hereof ” (that is, of the laws of nature) 

* inſtilled into us, together with other 
learning, in the uſual methods of edu- 
© cation; and yet, not being able to re- 
member the punctual time, when firſt 

&« they took hold of our underſtanding, 


1 5 „ See Tooke's tranſlation of Puffendorff's Whole 
Duty of Man, according to the laws of nature. Book I. 
| 1 a chop. 5 ii 
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e and poſſeſſed our minds; we can have 


<« no other opinion of our knowledge of 
ce this law, but that it was connate to our 
« beings, or born together, and, at the 
« fame time, with ourſelves ; the caſe be- 
« ing the ſame with every man learning 
© his mother-tongue.” 


Wrar condition mankind would be in, 
if they were left wholly uninſtructed from 


their infancy, to the years of their matu— 


rity; is well pointed out to us, by the 


| fame author, in the book and chapter 


now quoted, pages 46, and 47. Let us 


| ſuppoſe a man come to his full ſtrength, 


without any overſight, or inſtruction, from 


other men. — Suppoſe him to have no 


manner of knowledge, but what ſprings 


of itfelf from his own natural wit; and 
thus to be placed in ſome ſolitude, diſti- 


tute of any help or ſociety of all man- 
kind beſide; certainly, a more miſerable 
creature cannot be imagined. — He is no 
better than dumb, and naked; and has 
nothing left him, but herbs and roots 


to pluck, and the wild fruits to gather; 


to 


xxx Introductory Diſſertation. 


to quench his thirſt at the next ſpring; 


river, or ditch; and, to ſhelter himſelf, 
from the injuries of the weather, by creep- 
ing into ſome cave, or covering him- 
ſelf, after any ſort, with moſ-, or grafs; 
to paſs away his tedious life in idleneſs; 
to ſtart at every noiſe, and be afraid at 
the ſight of any other animal : In a word, 
at laſt, to periſh, either by hunger, or 
cold, or ſome wild beaſt. 


AN, were not this exactly the caſe of 


Adam, at the creation; were he brought 
into it otherwiſe, than in the manner, 
and under the circumſtances, recorded in 
Geneſis? The ſum of which is this: 
God ſent him into the world, with a 
ſound mind, in a ſound body; a clear 
knowledge of the nature and uſes of the 


creatures around him; an aſſurance of 


abſolute ſubmiſſion in them, and, in him- 
ſelf, dominion over them; an abundant 
ſupply of all the neceſſaries and conve- 
niencies of life, ſuited to his condition; 


and a full direction, what to enjoy, and 


what to avoid: added ta the mghet of 
5 all 
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all ſocial joys, a lovely companion of his 
own kind, fitted (by every advantage, 
both of nature and perfect language) to 


firmity of body and mind, now incident 
to human nature, and from the dread and 
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ſhare, and, in ſharing, to multiply his 
happineſs; and both freed from every in- 


danger of death! 


Tur candid reader, will, I hope, ſoon 
determine in himſelf, in which of theſe 
conditions it would beſt become a being, 
of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, to place 
man in the _— 


Tu 18 n I think, may be brou ght 
into a ſhort iſſue by another enquiry. 


Was there ever yet any region of the 


earth, where men, unaided by reyelation, 
acted up to the dictates of what is called 
the /aw of nature? Is there, now, any 
region of the earth, where men, ſo un- 
aided, act up to the dictates of that law ? 
Is there, now, aby region on earth, fo 
unaided, that is not ſank under the low- 
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eſt degree of barbariſm and brutality ? 
And ſhall that ſtill be thought an ade- 


quate fountain of information and di- 
rection, from which no one man was 
ever yet rightly informed or directed, 
from the foundation of the earth? Is not 


this leaving a ſure, well-informed, and 
well-tried guide, to commit ourſelves to 


the direction of one, who hath always 
led thoſe aſtray that followed him? 


Bur, ſuppoſe one inſtance; nay, ſup- 
poſe many inſtances (ſuppoſing not grant= 


ing) could be produced of men, ſelf-taught 


and directed, in all the duties of life, from 


the ſuperior abilities of their own minds ; 


is this the cafe of all men? Is this the 
caſe of one man in a thouſand ; I might 


ſay, in ten thouſand? And, will the Fa- 
ther of heaven, the Fountain of bounty, 


and benipnity, and focial affections, leave 


nine hundred and ninety- nine in a thou- 


ſand, of his ſons, unguided, and unin- 
ſtructed, uncorrected, and unamended, to 


fink into the loweſt condition of vice, of 
miſery, of brutality? Humanity can as 
little 
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little bear the thought, as piety ; it is 
equally ſhocking to both. 


Givs me leave to obſerve, what I be- 
lieve I have elſewhere hinted, That we 
live in an age, wherein all the powers of 
reaſon are aſſerted to their higheſt dignity ; 
indeed, almoſt to idolatry; and wherein 
all the rights and claims of humanity, are 
meant to be rigidly urged, aſſerted, and 
inſiſted upon. And yet there is one claim 
of right, of infinitely more conſequence 
than all the reſt, which hath been totally 
overlooked ; nay, more, renounced: I 
mean, the right of filiation : — A point 
which I have already touched upon; and 
yet, I muſt beg leave, to be reconſidered, 
with all the ſerious and ſacred attention 
due to it. 


THAT the Creator of the world hath 
always been conſidered, as a Father of men 
and angels, both by Jews, Heathens, and 
Chriſtians, will not, I believe, be denied : 
And it is evident, that in thoſe writings, 
which have the cleareſt claim to the cha- 
II. b racter 
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rafter of ſacred, the claims on this head, 


between the Creator and his creatures, are 


mutual and frequent; and he himſelf 
claims the right of a parent, and he him- 
ſelf joins his rights of the parent to thoſe 
of the ruler of the world, and claims alike 
the duties neceſſarily conſequent to the 
character of both. — If I be a maſter, 
where is my fear ? If be a Fauler, here 


is mine honour? 


Now, it is agreed by all the writers upon 


the laws of nature, that the duties we owe 
to God, in conſequence of his creation, 


and goveinment of the world, are love, 
reverence, adoration, obedience, and fear 
of offending. And all theſe (that of ado- 
ration only excepted) are duties which all 
children owe their parents; or, in other 


words, all theſe are parental rights, and 
filial obligations. 


Now, the rights of parents and children 
are reciprocal; and it is agreed among 
the writers now mentioned, that as pa- 
rents have a right to the lang, obedience, 


and 
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and reverence of their children, the chil- 


dren alſo have a right to ſupport, inftruc- 


tion, and direction from them, in all 


things of conſequence to their well. be- 
ing; and likewiſe correction, in all errors 
and offences, in * to their amendment. 


Ir, then, God layeth claim to love, re- 


verence, and obedience, from the right 


of a parent ; have not men alſo, on their 
part, an equal claim to ſupport, inſtruc- 


tion, and admonition, in the right of chil- 


dren, in order to be formed, 150 properly 
conducted, to the great ends of their be- 


ing? And, for my own part, I cannot 
but honour the man, from the bottom of 
my heart, who makes this claim with be- 
coming humility ; z a8 infinitely wiſer, upon 


that ſcore, than the poor, vain, groveling 
(yet aſpiring) wretch, who preſumeth, 
from the plenitude of his pride and igno- 


rance, to renounce it.—T by teſti montes have 


1 claimed, as mine heritage, Jor ever. And, 


why? They are the very joy of my heart. 
That is, the great happineſs of my life 
depends upon it. 


9 2 To 


xxxvi Tntrodufory Diſſertation. 
To the ſimplicity of my plain, unpre- 
tending apprehenſion, there' 1s not only 
more true piety, but alſo more good ſenſe, 
and fine thinking, in theſe two ſentences, 
than in all the dry, didactic, inſipid, ſyſ- 
tems and reaſonings, of all the Chubs, 
Collins's, Tindalls, &c. that ever curſed, 
and laboured to deprave the Yue: 


Inv but this one ſhort inference to 
deduce from all this. 
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1 Ir the human reaſon never was ſelf- 
ſufficient to direct to all the duties, and in 
all the exigencies of life ; then was reve- 
lation abſolutely neceſſary to the Wal = 
Bug of mankind, Five 4s 34 EE 
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I THrixK it may not be amiſs to 
inſert here thoſe ſhort propoſitions, de- 
duced from Plato's Dialogues, by Serra- 
nus, who delivereth them as the doctrines 
of Socrates. 


_ FirsT, Man cannot attain to goodneſs, 
without knowing that his mind is diſtem- 
Fered, 
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Introductory Diſſertation. xxxvii 
pered, and in need of ſome remedy. 
Alcib. I. 


SECOND, The mind of man is not fur- 
niſned with a remedy for its own evils, 
but muſt receive it only from God. Bid. 


TuliRp, Man can merit nothing of God. wa 


FouRTH, The Heathens know not how 
to pray unto God, but ought to wait for a 
divine teacher, and defer their ſacrifices 
= till the time of his — 
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E Diu reader wilt eaſily obſerve, that 
- theſe poſitions are utterly ſubverſive of 
"> modern theiſm. 
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REVELATION 


EXAMINED, Ge. 


CHAPL 
That the world was Bleed with di- 


vine revelations from the ba 
TC mp. 6 


AvinG clearly proved to a de- 
monſtration, in the firſt volume 
of this work, that at leaſt five 
=. revelations * were neceſſary to 
be made to Adam in Paradiſe, and actu- 
ally were made to him; I now proceed 
to conſider a ſixth, namely the Sabbath; The Sab. 


which was explained in theſe words, bath, a 
ſſixth re e- 


latin, 
* 1, The nature of the food proper for him. 2. The 


nature of marriage. 3. Of the creatures. 4. His domi- 
nion over them. 5. And language. 


Vor- III. B 


Gen. 


He REvxLAT ION Examined, &c. 
Gen. ii. 2, 3. And God bleſſed the ſeventh | 
day, and ſanctiſied it, becauſe that in it he 92 

had reſted from all his work, which God cre- 

ated and made. 4:5 


Now the reaſon here aſſigned by God 

for bleſſing and ſanctifying that day, natu- T7 

rally carried men into the nobleſt contem- 4 
plations, and conſequent admiration of WR 

thoſe works, and adoration of their Au- ee 

thor ; and ſo became a ſure means to in- 
culcate, preſerve, and propagate true re- | 
ligion; and, with that, the happineſs of 

the whole animal world, over the face 

of the earth; and perhaps not of the earth 
only; for now it was, as we learn from 
the mouth of God himſelf, in the thirty- 7 

Thc at eighth chapter of Job, verſes 6. and 7. 
it a juſt that, when the foundation of the earth was I. 
ground of aid, the morning ſtars ſang together, and 


n. the ſens of God ſhouted for joy. 
TEN was the Sabbath inſtituted. 


FROM what particular motives the ſon: 
of God ſhouted for joy on this occaſion, 
we cannot take upon us to pronounce; 
but this much is certain; that the ſons of 
men have had good reaſon to rejoice, and 
ſhout for joy, of this heavenly inſtitution, 
r from 


* 


REVELAT TON Examined, &c. 3 


5 froth that day to this; in as much as the 
* Sabbath (beſides many other bleſſings at- 
tending it) is a weekly reprieve from the 
* {ſentence of labour paſt upon man at the 
fall; without which life would not only 
be ſoon weary, but quickly worn out; 
our days would then be few and evil in- ' 1 
deed, and therefore God's inſtitution of — 
the Sabbath- reſt made the ſeventh a bleſſ- W 
ed day indeed. 


Bur the ſacred text tells us, not on! 
that God bleſſed this day, but alſo that he 
1 it; that is, that he conſecrated 

: he ſet it apart for the holy offices of 


wy 


Ap this is more fully and clealy EX- The ends 
plained, and confirmed to us, in the twen- of its in- 
ty-third chapter of Leviticus, verſe 2, &c, fitution. 
where, God counting up the ſeveral feaſts 
of holy convocation, which he command- 
eth to be obſerved, nameth the Sabbath _ N 
firſt, in theſe words, Six days fhall work 1 
be done, but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath 380 
= of reſt, an holy convocation: ye fhail do no = 8 
„ WW ork therein; it is the Sabbath of the Lord, 
in all your dwellings. 


n, ons HxRE 


* . 


& 
The im- 


portance 
of it. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


HERE we ſee that the reſt of the Sab- 
bath is only ceaſing from bodily labour 
on that day; in order to employ it in the 
duties of religion. It is a holy convocation; 
a day, in which the people were all to be 
aſſembled, in all their dwellings, to this 
holy purpoſe. And it is remarkable, that, 
whereas God ordained all his other feaſts 


to be proclaimed to the people, he gave 


no ſuch order concerning this. And ſo 
likewiſe, when he publiſhed the ten com- 
mandments from Mount Sinai, he made 


mention of the Sabbath, in the fourth 


commandment, no otherwiſe than as an 
inſtitution already well known. REMEM- 
BER Zhe Sabbath-day, to keep it holy; 


well knowing that mankind were fully 
_ acquainted with that command, and the 


obſervance due to it from the creation. 


AND certainly, 0 beings endowed with 


the leaſt degree of reaſon, it ſhould ſeem 


ill- becoming the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, to provide ſo amply as he did for 


man's animal life, by preparing and ſub- 
mitting the whole vegetable world to his 


ſupport, and yet neglect his intellectual 


and ſpiritual life; and therefore he or- 
dained the Sabbath, to the nobleſt pur- 
poles of rational purſuits: the recogn!- 

TT ien 


. 


Lat 
We 


5 
. 
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REVfLAT ION Examined, &c. 1 


g 

tion and reverence of God's wiſdom and N 
works, the recollection and religious ob- * 
ſervance of his laws, the inſtruction of the } ] 
people in general, both old and young, bl 
but more particularly the erudition and | 9 
inſtruction of youth, in all the duties _ 
they owe to God, and man; upon which . = 
the preſent and future happineſs of man- i 
= kind muſt eternally depend; and I am The | 1 
flully fatisfied, that the prieſthood alſo pe 
was aue for theſe ends from the HH ,d 
” creation; and doubtleſs this was the rea- with it, 
fon why the honouring of the prieſt was 

joined to the ſacred obſervance of the Sab- 
bath, as the condition of diſtinguiſhed 
| happineſs, promiſed by God to his people 

by the mouth of his holy prophet Iſaiah, 

chap. Iviii. verſes 13, 14. If thou turn a- 

way thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 

thy pleaſure on my holy day, and call iz | 
9 Sabbath, a delight, the holy of the Lord ho- of 
2 nourable, ps ſhalt honour him, (the holy 3 
one of the Lord, that is the miniſter of — 
God's worſhip), not doing thine own ways, "nt 
nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking "i M 
thine own words : Then ſhalt thou delight = 48 
thyſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to —_ 
ride upon the high places of the earth, and _ \M 
7M thee with the heritage of Jacob, thy TY 
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RRVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


father ; * the mouth of the Lord bath ſps- 
ken it. 


wh as IINERD L aſk the reader of common 
bath how ſenſe, Is gaming, idling, and wantoning 
profancd. jn all the ways of vanity on the Sabbath; 


is all this not doing thine own ways, and 
not finding thine own pleaſure, or the direct 


contrary? Where is the {lighteſt ſhew of 


occaſion, party of pleaſure, or pretence 
of buſineſs, that cannot, in one moment, 
turn away our feet from the Sabbath ; 


from attending on God's holy convocation s 


and worſhip p 


Ax not theſe groſs, palpable contra- 


ditions to the divine law, and ſhockin 

abuſes and deſecrations of this holy inſli- 
tution? Will men deliberately do all 
this, and yet call themſelves Chriſtians ? 


Shall the ſacred name of Chriſt be fo a- 


buſed, ſo vilified! God forbid. 


The pro- How obvious is it to reflect, that when 


_— men are ſolemnly aſſembled, to execute 


mies o the holy purpoles of the Sabbath, to wor- 


humanit) ſhip God, to adore and to bow themſelves 


and mcr- 


7 4 5 bim their hearts are naturally en- 
; larged, opened, humbled, and ſoſtened, 
of 
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RRVILAT ION Examined, &c. 
to all the impreſſions of humanity and 
charity; at once humbled, and conciliated 


to pity, and relieve the diſtreſſes incident 
to mortality: Hence it is that all the ca- 


lamities of poverty, all the devaſtations of 


fire, famine, robbery, murder, and peſti- 
lence, find the charities of the Sabbath 


Ask yourſelves then, ye vagrants from 
the publick worſhip of God, ys impious, 


- 


ſelf-ſufficient and dreadfully deluded brea- 


kers and abuſers of the Sabbath, what ye 
are, and what ye mean by ſo doing; or 


ſpare yourſelves the trouble, I will tell 
you ; although it grieveth humanity to 


often their only, and always an important 
relief. | 


hear it. Ve are inſulters of the Almighty's tnculters 
firſt ſacred inſtitution after the creation; of the 


ye are inſulters of his infinite goodneſs 


bleſſed inſtitution ; ye inſult his law of 
greateſt benignity to the whole creation; 
ye inſult that divine law, on which, the 
obſervance of all the reſt, mainly, if not 


totally, dependeth ; ye inſult it as if ye 
thought it actually reverſed to the world; 


and ye believed yourſelves bound in duty 
to trample it under foot. 


divine 
and mercy to the ſons of men in that 


8 Bur 


— . 


8 RxvxrArlo Examined, &c. 


Bur this is not all: ye are not con- 
tented with leſs than a complicated vio- 


lation of the Sabbath ; for whereas ye 0 
are commanded not mls to ceaſe from th 
work yourſelves, but likewiſe to indulge m 
both your human and brute ſervants in ye 
the relief of that day's reſt, ye take care A 
to do quite the contrary ; for, beſides your 
This ſe- many calls to exerciſe, either for air, ch 
cond e amuſement, health, or vilits on that day, yo 
| we 097 the Sabbath is well known to be your W Ar 
| but in- ſettled, determined day for journeys of ne 
| vented. every kind; and as the roads are then leſs re 
crouded W with equipages, carriages, be 
and vehicles of pleaſure for your unhal- MW al: 
lowed brethren in profaneneſs, or droves = a 
of cattle for the next day's market, thro' ba 
the indulgence of Chriſtian magiſtrates, 
your horſes and ſervants have more free 4 
room for greater expedition, and fuller 40 
exerciſe, that is, for more toil to them pt. 
ſelves, and pleaſure to you, on that day 8 
than any other: and ſo the fourth com- 95 
mandment is not only violated, but in- i 
verted *. =” 
| 1 = hac 
| Li KEWISE W te 
| 2 
* Pa learned Mr. Moyle, who is well known to * 
have been no bigot, complaineth thus in his excellent 10 ; 


Charge to the grand Jury at Leſkard 1706; The 
** breach of the Sabbath is ſorpiagen by the law of 
“ God, 


. 
pt 
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R 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 9 
LIE Ew ISE all the places you * 
on thoſe occaſions, are, of courſe, in- 


feſted and diſturbed from the duties of 


the day, as much as in you lieth; and 
may in time be fully contaminated by 


your! example, if they be not ſo Wy 


Bur you are not, you ſay, enemies to Sabbath | 


breakers 
charity, humanity, and mercy, although 13 


you do all this. Indeed, ye often talk © man- 


fluently and plauſibly of humanity, be- kind. 


nevolence and mercy, as if ye had them 


really at heart, and take it mortally ill - 


be called enemies to them ; and 
alas! all this is but what St. Paul fo jullh 


calls it, ſounding braſs and tinkling cym- 
bals, 


* God, and puniſhed with ſevere penalties by our laws, 


= © It hath been the peculiar honour of our government, 


« that the obſervation of the Sabbath has been more 
«* ſtrictly enjoined by our laws than by any other 
“ Chriſtian community whatſoever, and 'tis great pity 
* that ſuch excellent laws ſhould loke their edge for 
want of a vigorous EXCCULION,”" | 


Hap this gentleman a to our times, how ſadly 


had his complaint been changed! how naturally might 


he lament, that the obſervation of the Sabbath fo ftrict- 
ly enjoined us by our Jaws, ſhould be ſo ſhamefully, fo 
notoriouſly violated and trampled under foot in our 


practice, and the honour of his country degenerated i _ 
10 infamy. 8 


Wr 
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RxvELATION Examined, &c. 
We own' ye are not their enemies in 
profeſſion, but in reality ye are. Ye are 


worſe than profeſſed, ye are practiſed 


enemies: ye are practiſed, habitual, and 
effectual enemies to them all. Ye are 
enemies to the erudition of mankind, in 
all the principles of religion and virtue. 


Ye are men profeſſing to be eminently 


wiſe, but in fact, only eminently vain, 


if not wicked, Ye are enemies to the 
knowledge and adoration of your Crea- 
tor, and to the practice of every duty 


you owe him. 


Ye claim the character of wiſdom as 
your peculiar property, but it is a wil- 


dom that muſt undo the world!! a wii. 
dom that would baniſh from this wretch- 


ed earth the greateſt conſolations of mi- 


ſery! the relief from want, and the reſt 
from labour. Ye are enemies to ſociety; 
ye are enemies to ſalvation. 


Vr pretend to learning and politeneſs, 
but learned and polite heathens had much 
more religion than ye have, and were 


better acquainted with the divine mercy 


and goodneſs diſpiayed in this inſtitution 
than ſuch Chriſtians as ye are. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


praro tells us in the ſecond book of 


his laws *, that the gods commiſerating 


the laborious lot of mankind, appointed 
ſucceſſions of feſtivals on which they 


ſhould ceaſe from their labour. 


In which words I think he plainly points 
out the origin and end of the weekly Sab- 


bath, the knowledge of which could on- 
ly be derived to him from the true tradi- 


tion of 1ts inſtitution by almighty God. 


TRR ſame thing alſo may, I apprehend, 


not unreaſonably be conjectured from 


the many extraordinary characters of the 


Hebdomas or ſeptenary diſtinction of days, 
recounted by Macrobius and others; nor 
ſhould we forget Heſiod's remarkable ac- 
count of days, in which he tells us, 


eCoopuov iepoy mace, the ſeventh was the 
ſacred day, What then do you mean in- 
deed? what can you mean, when you 


abuſe the Sabbath, but by abuſing, to 


baniſh, to aboliſh it from the earth, and 
with it to erale pity and mercy, pity and 
mercy to the whole animal world, from 


the human heart; to aboliſh virtue, to 


* Gebt Ge CVETELRAVTES TO r- Nb £77 0Y0y weer g. 
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ejoou;, &c, De legibus, J. * 
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Man's 
claim to 
revela- 
tions ſrom and fully evidenced to belicvers from the 
God, 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 


eſtabliſh vice; and in ſo doing, to inſure 


temporal and Eternal miſery to mankind. 
Slaves to the vanities of the world, to the 


vanities of your own hearts, ſlaves to Sa- 


tan, and rebels to the infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God! 


How conſtantly, how zealouſly ſhould 


every good Chriſtian join with David in 
that humble petition to almighty God, 


Open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee the 


Wonderous ang, of thy law. 


Tur point laid down in the beginning 
of this chapter will yet be more clearly 


cxix. Pſalm and 111. verſe, where David 
thus declareth of himſelf to God ,—Thy 


teſtimonies have 1 claimed as mine heritage 


for ever, — and wwhy? they are the very 


joy of my beart, 


HRE David plainly claimeth it as his 
birth-right to be inſtructed by God, and 


profeſſeth it the greateſt happineſs and 
bleſſing of his life to be, and to find him- 
{elf ſo inſtructed: and 1 folc muly declare, 
that to my thinking, common ſenſe alſo 


_ proclaimeth it to be is, without the helt- 


tation of one moment. 


And therefore 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


I beſeech God in his mercy to deliver me 


from ſuperfine refiners and refinements, 


and keep me within the bounds of com- 


mon ſenſe. 


Tur reaſon of David's claim to the 
guidance of the divine precepts is, to me, 
I own, very ſtrong and unanſwerable; for 


doby, they are the very joy of my heart. 


A bountiful, indulgent, kind, and gracious 


father would moſt certainly not ſend his 


children into ſuch a world as this, and at 
the ſame time with-hold from them the 
greateſt bleſſing, the only ſolid ſecurity 


of ſafety, peace, and happineſs they could 
enjoy in it; 
guided and protected i in it by the power 
and providence of an almighty, intinitel: 


the ſecurity of their being 


wiſe, and good Governor of that world 


and every other. 


Ixp FED the expreſſion of a claim upon 


God, hath, at firſt fight, the appearance 


of uncommon aſſurance in a poor mor- 


tal. 


And yet, in reality, it is an ex- 


preſſion of more diffidence in our own 
abilities, and infinitely more humility to 


our Maker, than the diſclaiming of it 


hath in (what they call themſelves) the 


free- h 
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free-thinking world; for it is an acknow- 
ledgment of our own 1gnorance, weak- 


RrevELATION Examined, &c. 


neſs, and infirmities of every kind; which 
call loudly for the aſſiſtance and direction 
of an all-knowing, Almighty, and moſt 
merciful Father; to protect, and guard, 
and guide us. — And this is no more than 
a claim upon our heavenly Father, which 


every mortal hath an undoubted right to 


The hu- 
mility of 
this claim. 


from his earthly parents. 


Aun I think it as clear as the ſun, 
that there is infinitely more preſumption 
and vanity, than wiſdom, in that boaſting 


and ſelf-ſufficient race, who diſclaim this 


birth- right; and pretend that God gave 


them every thing they could want when 
ne gave them their being. 


AND are they ſure that God Aid this? 3 


and that he was bound to do it? That he 
was bound to form his creatures perfect, 
and independent of himſelf? Oh, No, 
no. — There is not a mortal amongſt 
them, who doth not (if he hath com- 
mon ſenſe) fully know the contrary; who 


doth not feel himſelf to be infirm, erro- 
neous, and ignorant, at the very inſtant of 


this vain vaunt, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 15 


Fox my own part, I thank God, Ihe hap- 
know and feel this ſo deeply in myſelf, ines of 
that my aſſurance of the divine preſiding | 

power, direction, and guidance of my 
heavenly Father, an aſſurance clearly, 
and fully derived to me, both from rea- 
ſon and the ſacred writings, is the ground 
of the greateſt joy, the moſt folid conſola- 
tion, and unfleeting felicity I know in the 
world : — a felicity which I would not 
exchange for this world, and all its vani- 
ties put together : and of which, if I 
could imagine or ſuſpect myſelf once de- 
prived, I ſhould not heſitate one moment 
to wiſh my being aboliſhed the next. 
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Axp David, by whom I glory to be 
taught this way of thinking, is himſelf 
temperate beyond his uſual overflowings 
of gratitude, and thankſgivings to God, = 
= when he only breaks out into this rapture, 1 
. Pſalm cxix. verſe 72. The lau of thy mouth | 1 
i dlarer unto me, than thouſands of gold | 
and ſilver. Es 


„Bor what weight can David, who is _ 
only reputed an inſpired writer, at leaſt, bi 
- © what weight can the acknowledgment * 
and declaration of mortals, ſo conteſfledly _ . 

KF weak and ignorant as I am, pretend to 1 
in 5 have, "= 


16 RxVvTTIATION Examined, &c. 
have, when put in balance with the con- 
| trrary tenets of men, ſo important, fo ſelf- 


| . ſufficient, ſo lUpremetys ſo ſupernaturally 
Fu wile? 
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Bur, before we part upon this point, 
] beg to be . in one ſhort plain 
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This Doxrs the character of a Father, to ra- 
claim juſ- tional beings, include in it no idea of af- = 
e fection, and care, and kindneſs? W hy I 2 
prayer. then, in the name of wiſdom and good-- 4 
neſs, did our bleſſed Saviour direct us to {Rt © 
put up all our petitions to God, under the | th 
name of Our Father? Why beſeech him 7 
to relieve all our wants, to forgive all | 
our offences, to guide us, to grant us al! 
good by the coming of bis kingdom, 
and to guard us from evil; if all theſe 
parental offices, bleſſings, and kindnefles, 
are wholly alien, and eſtranged from his 
nature, and no way wanted in ours? If 
they are all but mere words, of a very 
ſingular character ; words that mean no- 
thing; although all mankind have agreed 
to aſſign a plain and well-known mean- 
ing to them all, 
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 ReveLaTION Examined, &c. „ 


BuT here we find ſome gentlemen rea- An ;nga1 
dy to retort upon us — If man be erro- dilenma, 
= neous, irregular, and prone to evil, whoſe 
fault is that? Are we not the work of 
God; and doth not Solomon plainly put 
the queſtion, in the ſeventh chapter of 
Eccleſ. verſe 13. Who can make that ſiraight 
which he hath made crooked ? 
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Nov if infidels put the queſtion in the angered. 
words of Solomon, ſurely believers have 
a right to anſwer in his words aiſo. — 

And we find, in the 29th verſe of the ſame 
chapter, theſe remarkable words: Lo 
this only have I fcund, that God made man 
upright, but they frught out many inven- 
TIONS. 


Tua man was made upright, appear- 
eth clearly from the character of his Ma- 
ker; as well as from the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis, where we are told, that God "i 
made him after is own image :— and that ip 
he ſoon ſought out inventions, that is, Wi! 
EZ ſearched to find how he could be better lt 
than God had made him, appeareth alſo 
irom the third chapter of the fame book, 1 
where the text telleth us, that, upon the = 
ſerpent's tempting Eve to eat of the for- 
bidden tree, — She ſeeing it a tree to be 
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deſired, to make one wiſe, ſþ 
Fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alſ; 
unto her buſband, with her, and he did eat. 


8 The work 


of an able 


ReveLATION Examined, &c. 
e took of the 


Tr1s was their firſt :nvention, or de- 


vice, to become wiſer than God had made 


them: and whoever knows any thing of 
the hiſtory of the world, cannot but know 
that they have been purſuing their own 
inventions to the ſame end from that day 
to this; always endeavouring to become 
wiſer than God made them ; not by means 
of his appointment, but quite the con- 
"uy: 


Bur alas! to what ourpole to argue 
from the writings of Moſes, with men 
who deny their authority, and are not 
aſhamed to turn the hiſtory of the fall into 
rude ridicule? 


1 owns, to little purpoſe ; unleſs they 
will be ſo gracious, and fo polite, as to treat 
the character of God with as much reſpett 
as they would that of any artiſt of emi- 
nence. | 


work 


Now 8 a celebrated connoiſſeur | 
EG ſhould produce a watch of Tompion's in a 
ſed, a large Company, a Watch confeſſedly the 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 19 
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work of his beft days, and cry out at thefaint ſem- 
ſame time, Is this your boaſted Tompron / 1 
Moſt certainly, either this was not his 

work, or there never was a greater bung- 

ler. — See here his chef dj, e, — Who 

ever ſaw a kitchen- jack, made by a com- 


mon blackſmith, that goes worſe ? 
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Give me leave to imagine, J hear a 
plain man, well ſkilled in mechanics, 
make this anſwer. 


SIR, indeed I never had the happineſs 

of any intimacy with Mr. Tompion, but 
I am well acquainted with his works; and 
I find by inſpecting, with a little attention, 
that this you produce hath many marks of 
his maſterly hand; but I am ſatisfied, from 
many clear proofs, from the marks of vio- 
lence and the great defects I obſerve in it, | 
that it is not now as it came from him; 1 
and beſides, I have heard the hiſtory of _ tl 
this watch from a man of great credit, on, 1 
who declares, that the perſon for whom un 
It was made, notwithſtanding the ſtrict | 9 
caution and charge given him, how to 3 
| conduct it, and what carefully to avoid, "i 
cut in relation to it, under the ſevereſt penalty, f 
yet deſpiſed all the caution and charge ö 
given him; and put it into the bands, and + 
C 3 ___ ſubmitted | 1 
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, REVTLATION Examined, &c. 
ſubmitted it to the direction of its maker's 
worſt enemy; who, under the colour of 
great kindneſs, and a falſe and deluſive 
pretence of endowing the ſpring with 
new, and nobler powers, refining the 
movements, and making the whole in- 
comparably better than it was before, in 
reality contrived to ſpoil the work, by de- 
ſtroving the exquiſite poiſe, and maſterly 
adjuſtment of the parts, to one another; 
yet, pretending to prove, at the fame 
time, by ocular demonſtration, (ſuch was 
his dexterity in deceiving) that the means 
he recommended had made a much infe- 

i1 rior piece. of work, which he then pro- 

„ duced, much more excellent than ever it 

8 had been before. Whereas the work he 

0 | vaunted for his own was in truth a maſter- 
| piece of a nobler artiſt, very cunning- 
ly diſguiſed. The conſequence was, that 

WE from the moment he got it into his "HY 

i it hath never gone well, nor was in any de- 

0 gtee comparable to what it was before; 

but is, ever ſince, ſubject to great errors, 

0 obſtructions, and inequalities. And there- 

fore, I beſeech you, let neither the maſtery Þ 

of the artiſt, nor the honeſty of the relater 

of this unhappy accident, ſuffer in your 
judgment from the fad diſordered condi- WW 
tion We 
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Artificer (on this occaſion), and give as 


defence of Mr, FORAY and I deſire 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 21 


tion in which you find the work at pre- 
ſent. 


Tux candid reader will, I hope, do as 
much honour to the kill of the Divine 
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much credit to the great hiſtorian of the 
creation and fall of "Adam, as he would 
to the apology of this plain mechanic, in 


no more. | | 


——— 2 


1 An 


5 — vp 1 * 
* cv ue Wor — — » 23232 ws 


— _ 8 . —_ So * — * — 
— EY - N : «aig ind K * , * 
— 2 N 8 e . DIE. De —_ 26290 gee — 2 * — 
K In IR a — — , 2 — — — gt - 4 — och — 1 9 — ea — — — as ho 1 M 1 
— —— + ge —— - — - — co A * 5 * = K 1 " 
RE — CT — — — 
—— — — „ 3 2 3 8 7 
— — — — - , 8 9 _ . 6”; hd -<Get Sas * — _ #9 — x — 2s: <li : oa EG r 8 . . ut _ * * ** — — * 
5 — — — * — - 4 * 
8 — ae — — a : » 22 my Da * 5 bo 
% > By 8 . ol Y * 0 p or — —— 2 5 —_ 2 oy — — 
2 2 8 Re «A on we n » * * * 2 6 S 22 8 
2 — r ub ewe Ps} — . « Ct. * 


_—_— 


—— 


* 


— 
3 — 11. 
* — — 
1 mn— — n *— »„—ü— 
km... — — 


An Eſſay on the natural Advanta- 
ges of the Sabbath, and one ill- 
Judged Abuſe of 7” 


18 moral obligation upon mankind 


to ſet apart ſtated times for attending 
on the publick W Or {hip of God, and the 


religion of attending it on the Sabbath, 
| have been often and amply ſet forth by 


pious and learned men: but the natural 


advantages accruing to mankind from the 
inſtitution and obſervance of it, have not, 
that I know of, been ſufficiently attended 


to. 


TunESE advantages are two- fold; bo- 


dily and mental. 


As to the firſt of theſe, nothing can be 
more obvious than the attention which 


God Almighty hath ſhewn to the human 


happineſs, in the ſeveral reliefs from la- 
bour which he hath appointed to man- 
kind, and manifeſted the uſe of, in the 


Inſtitution of the Sabbath, in their make, 
in 
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REVELATION Examined, &o. 


in the viciſſitudes of night and day, and 
the ſucceſſions of the ſeaſons. 


Tux different ſeaſons of the year call 
for different labours, and the viciſſitude 
and variety of labours carry with them 
a viciſſitude and variety of reliefs: it be- 


ing well known, that the ſame limbs 


and muſcles are neither always nor ordi- 
narily exerciſed in different labours; and 
when they are not ſo exerciſed, they may, 


in ſome meaſure, be conſidered as in a 


ſtate of reſt. 


 ResT is the purchaſe of labour, and 
its duration and refreſhment appointed 


by the divine wiſdom, in an exact pro- 


portion to it. 


Tux experience of all ages hath clear - 
ly taught us, that man, in the ordinary 
courſe of things, cannot bear more than 


the labour of half the day, (I mean half 


the revolution of the earth upon its axis) 
at one time, and that he muſt have, at 


leaſt, two refreſhments of food to ſup- 
port his body, and recruit his ſpirits, 
during that ſpace. The labour of ſix 
hours requireth the reſt, indeed more 
than the reſt of a ſeventh, for relief and 


. ſuſtenance; 
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ſuſtenance; and we find that the labour of 


ReveLATion Examined, &: 


fix days was in the appointment of God, 
relieved and refreſhed by the reſt of a ſe- 
venta; and ſurely it is full as reaſonable 


to conclude, that the daily labours of life, 
continuing for fix days, may require the 


entire reſt of a ſeventh, as that the labour 
of fix hours ſhould call regularly for the 
reſt of a ſeventh; ſo that this weekly 
laboar and ſabbatical reſt is as nearly as 
can well be imagined, in the proportion 
of daily labour, and its conſequent hourly 


reſt; and thereiore, I think, we may 


fairly conclude, that the appointment of 
the Sabbath and the conſtruction of the 
human frame, proceeded from the ſame 


fountain of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 


IT js well known that the mind needeth 
reſt as well as the body : the muſcles arc 


the immediate inſtruments of our bodily 


Operations, as the fibres of the brain are 
of our mental. The fibres of the brain 
are bodily organs as well as the mulcles, 
and conſ-quently can no more bear to be 

always upon the ſtretch than the muſcles; 

or, if they could, yet can they not always 
command a fund of animal ſpirits to mini- 


ſter to their operations; and although theſe 


ſpirits ſeem, in ſome conſtitutions, to be 


born 
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REVvELATION Examined, &c. 

born to labour, as the ſparks fly upward, 
yet can they no more fly up to the head, 
without new ſupplies of food, than the 


N ſparks can fly up into the alr, without 


new ſupplies of fewel. 


From hence appeareth the juſtice and 
great propricty of that fine obſervation of 
one of the fineſt of all Engliſh, I might 
add, all earthly wits : 


„SL is the Sabbath of mankind, 
« To reſt the body and the mind.” 


Wiruovr this relief, the organs of 


the body, and the operations of the mind, 


would be alike, their own burthens; and 


to proceed in this train, I am, for my own 
part, fully ſatisfied, that the mind, whilſt 
it is an inmate of the body, for it can then 
work only by bodily organs, hath as great 
need of a {ſeventh day's reſt, from the 
toil of thinking to the ſtudious world, as 
the body, from that of working to the 
labouring world. —— The lawyers, who 
are {aid to drudge over their briefs on Sun- 


days, may poſſibly find this obſervation 
worth attending to, notwithſtanding the 
relief of their ſeveral vacations ; but they, 
and all others concerned in it, will beſt 
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26 REVELAT ION Exammed, &c. 


judge for themſelves. This however, I 
believe, is fact; that more of them, and 
in general of all intenſe unremitting think- 
ers, are obſerved to be infatuated, and 
reduced to a ſtate of idiotiſm, in the de- 


cline of life, than thoſe of any other pro- 
feſſions and characters. 
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Now, ſuppoſe the inſtitution of the 
Sabbath ceaſed from the earth, what 
would be the conſequence to the whole 
labouring world? — Miſery ; — miſery 
inexpreſſible and inceſſant, never ending, 


ſtill beginning. 


Tars, I think, is ſufficiently ent 
the waſtes of the body from labour can- 
not always be fully recruited from the 
imperfect reſt of as many hours, added 
to our ordinary ſuſtenance and avocations 
of various kinds. — The curious may, 
in a good meaſure, determine this, as 1 
am informed hath been done, by the help 
of accurate ſcales, together with a very 
_ diligent and accurate uſe of them. It fol- 
loweth then, that the labouring body 
calleth for intervals of longer reſt, in 
which, being taxed with no waſtes from 
labour, it may be more fully recruited ; 
and if it be not allowed ſuch recruits, 


what 


7 


 REvELATION Examined, &c. 


what will be the inevitable conſequence ? 
a gradual diminution and decay of the 


body, and of health and ſtrength together 


with that; nay, it is certain, that a gradual 


diminution and decay ordinarily ariſe 
from the preſent courſe of weekly la- 
bours, notwithſtanding the relief and re- 


cruit of the Sabbath; and I have often 
heard a man of ſenſe and truth, who is 
remarkably indulgent to his labourers, 
declare, that although he took all the care 


he could of them, and daily Iightened 


and relieved their toils, and often refreſh- 


ed them under it, yet had he lived to ſee 
ſeveral ſets of them worn out. How ab- 


ſurd then was that objection of the Hea- 


then, who upbraided the Jews with the 
loſs of a ſeventh part of their time, given 


up to idleneſs; whereas it was in truth, not 
given up to idleneſs, but to the great duties 


of religion, which are abſolutely neceſſary 


to the well-being of the world; and in 
reality more than double that portion of 


time was given up to the ſuperſtitions and 
abominations of their own religion; and 


IJ would aſk any reaſonable man, what 
muſt become of the labouring world, if 
a ſeventh part more were conſtantly to 


be added to all their toils; what a bur- 


then would life be then! Muſt we not 


then 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


then conclude, that without the relief of 
the Sabbath, the days of the labouring 


world, muſt be conſiderably diminiſhed, 


and at the ſame time their ſorrows increa- 


ſed? St. Paul tells us in the 8th chapter of 

- his epiſtle to the Romans, that /e whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
_ together until now ; meaning, as I appre- 


hend, that this hath been the ſtate of 


things from the fall. Take away the re- 
lief From labour, derived from the reſt 


of the Sabbath, and theſe groanings and 
travails will be more than doubled: the 
days of human life, would then be, in 
the moſt ſtrict and literal ſenſe of the 
words, tew and evil. 


Tuus would it fare with the body, 
deprived of the reſt and relief of the Sab- 
bath; nor would it fare in any degree 


better with the mind. 


Tur Chriſtian Sabbath is a PE of i in- 


nocent feſtivity, of united chearfulneſs 


and cleanlineſs; the duſt and ſweat of 


the ſix preceding days is bruſhed and 
waſhed off: the beſt garments, and the beſt 
looks are put on, and the ſpirits are re- 
freſhed with the beſt meal of the week, 
and by a FIT reſpite from toil and 

urudgery, 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 


drudgery, exchanged for delight and eaſe ; 


the mind, at the ſame time, enjoying the 


reliefs of the body ; — although too often 
miſtaken by gloomy aſceticks, and car- 


ried into a contrary extreme, Our 
bleſſed Saviour tells us, the Sabbath was 
made for man, not fot his miſery, moſt 


certainly, but for his happineſs; he 1s 


bound to do all the good he poſſibly can, 


conſiſtently with his duty to God, to all 


other creatures on that day; and ſurelv 


it were bard that he ſhould be precluded. 


from doing any to himſelf. Total ab- 


ſtinence from innocent (and not profane) 
joy, on that day, is, to my thinking, 28 


abhorrent from the true ends of religion, 
which commands us to rejoice always, as 
a total indulgence in idleneſs. 
Jews were expreflly commanded by God 


to rejoice upon the moſt ſolemn Sabbaths 


and feſtivals, together with their whole 


jamilics, and the Levites; and ſurely, the 
grounds of rejoicing are as Juſt, indeed 


much more ſo, on our Sabbaths and ſo-— 


lemn feſtivals, than they could be on any 


of theirs. 


Noz is this all. — The © Chriſtian 
Sabbath is not only a day of reſt from la- 
bour, a day of relief, refreſhment, and 

feſtivity ; 
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- REVELATION Examined, &c. 
feſtivity; but it is alſo a day of attendance 
upon the publick worſhip of God; and, 
in conſequence of that, a day of recol- 
lection of all his attributes, his almighty 
power, infinite wiſdom, and unſpeakable 
goodneſs and mercy, in the creation, go- * 
vernment, and redemption of the world; | 
contemplations naturally joyous, becauſe N 
they are congenial : alſo a day of inſtruc- 
tion in all the duties we owe to him and 
one another, which is likewiſe a ſure 
ſource of joy to a reaſonable creature. 


BenevoLENCE ſeemeth to me to be the 
only profeſſed remains of religion in the 
minds and language of theſe anti- ſabbata- 
rians; but, good God ! how alien muſt 
that man's heart be from every movement 
I and impulſe of humanity and benevolence, 
1: L as well as every principle of piety and vir- 
0 tue, who would baniſh the bleſſing of the 1 
| Sabbath from the world ! 5 1 


* RLIG ION is the true ſource of good =: 
8 manners and focial delights ; let the ob- | 
| ſervance of this day once ceaſe from the 3 
earth, all the civilities of life, and the ſo- 3 
cial and religious duties will quickly ceaſe 
with it, at leaft will follow faſt after it; 
and we thall gradually deſcend into brutes, 


ä nay 


= 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
nay more, into worſe than brutes; inaſ- 


much as without the checks of conſcience 
and virtue, derived from the Sabbath, our 


abilities for evil being greater, muſt, 
under the influence of more unruly, un- 
guided and unreſtrained inclinations, car- 


ry us into greater extremes of iniquity and 
outrage. Sp 


Nox is this all; the Chriſtian Sabbath 


is a day of general relief from all the ca- 
lamities of lite, as far as in us lieth. 


From the very foundation of Chriſtia- 


nity, the firſt day of the week was ſet 


apart, as for the duties of religion in ge- 


neral, ſo likewiſe in a particular manner, 


as a day of univerſal contribution, to the 
relief of all ſocial diſtreſſes , and conti- 


nueth to be ſo to this day, throughout all 
Chriſtian countries of the whole earth. 
——- The ravages of inundations, ſhip- 
wrecks, earthquakes, fire, peſtilence and 
famine are here, if not totally repaired, 
yet at leaſt, very conſiderably relieved ; 


» Firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians 16th chap. 1 and 
2 veries, Noa concerning the collect ion for the ſuints, as 


I have given order to the church of Galatia, even fo as 
9e. — Upon the firſt day of the abeeß, let every one of you 
lay by him in flore, as God bath preſpered him, that there 
may be na gathering wwhin I come, | 


and 
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and that too, for the moſt part, under the 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſanction of publick authority, after care- 
ful and religious inſpection into their true 
ſtate. 


Now, it is ſufficiently evident, that the 


man who liveth under an habitual ne— 
glect of the publick worſhip of God, doth 


all that in him lieth, to aboliſh the bleſſed } 
inſtitution- of the ſeventh day's reſt and | 


religion, and with that the ſureſt relief 
of all ſocial diſtreſſes, from the earth. — 


Where then, or what is his boafted be- 


nevolence ? mere ſounding braſs, and tin 
ling . 


Non is this all : — he doth not only 


diſcourage his ſervants, his tenants and 


dependants from attending upon the pu- 
blick worſhip of God, by his example on 


that day, but he alto inſulteth and tram- 


pleth it under foot. — All his journeys, 


and even all his purpoſes and freaks of 


pleaſure, are ſure either to be begun or 
ended upon that day; and ſo not only 


his men- ſervants, and his maid-ſervants, 


and his cattle, are forced, thoſe from their 
devotion, inſtruction, and edification, and 


all from their relief and reſt; but likewiſe 
the ſervants and cattle of every man, 


1 : whole 


N . 2 


ples of all preceding. 


REE LAT to Examined, &c. 

whoſe carriages and horſes he hireth, and 
Whoſe inn he alighteth at : as if this di- 
vine command, the moſt important and 
beneficent that ever God gave to man- 


kind, were not only not enjoined, but 
clearly and totally reverſed, 


To theſe examples {o flagrant, and ſo 


frequent, and the conſequent neglect of 


God's publick worſhip, we owe, in a 
great meaſure, that dreadful ſpirit of irre- 
ligion, and conſequent depravity of man- 


ners, both in the higheſt and loweſt or- 


ders of men, which hath overſpread this 
nation, in this age, far beyond the exam- 
And what is 
the pretence for all this? important, doubt- 
leſs, it muſt be. The roads are great- 


ly incommoded with carriages on other 


days, and his lordſhip, and her ladyſhip, 
and his worſhip's importance cannot bear, 
that their coaches ſhould give way to 
carts; and yet nothing ſurely can be 
more reaſonable, than that carriages of 
mere conveniency, and much more; ve- 
hicles of idleneſs and vanity, ſhould give 
way to thoſe of honeſt induſtry, and uic- 


Þ ful commierce, 
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34 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Bur it is objected, that they can- 
not bear the jolts they meet on ſuch oc- 
currences. This plea, however ex- 
cuſable in ſome of the infirm and un— 
wealthy, muſt be ſhamefully urged by 
the rich, who have grounds of their 
own or the publick on which to air and . to 
exetciſe at pleaſure; beſides, it ſhould be | 
remembered, that great inconveniences 
are often compenſated by their attendant I 
advantages; and in this caſe, I appre- 10 
hend, the jolts of the road have often g. 
contributed to remove the rich man's gout Wn 
from his joints, and gravel from his reins. {MW I; 

In the mean time, theſe devotees to 
beine and deſpiſers of divine ordinan- 
ces, forget that they are ſetting an exam- tt 
ple, which muſt, in the end, defeat their d 
Own purpoſes; for when once this becomes WE te 
the univerſal day of pleaſuring and} | journey - WW th 

ing to the genteel world, (as it is haſten- th 
ing falt to be ſo) the roads mult be. more E ui 
wel crouded on this day than any other; and MW is 

then coaches mult give way to coaches, We 
wa and chaiſes to chaiſes, as now to carts; to Me 
. 5 the creation of multiplied jolts, vexations, g 
in 1 5 and endleſs contentions, and quarrels. = 
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Brs1DEs all this, when the waggone: 
!-cth the landlord, and the juſtice of the 
Peace, 
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RrVELATION Examined, &c. 


peace, who ſhould reſtrain his Sunday's 
ſtages, inviting him to them by their 


practice, he will eaſily be tempted to do 
that from a pretence of buſineſs, and 
proſpect of profit, which he ſceth his bet- 


ters do from the calls of vanity and wan- 


tonnels *. 


Now, the waggoner is as much miſ- 
guided in this conduct, as the lord or the 


ſquire; in as much as, without the indul- 


gence of the divine ſeventh day's reſt, 
neither his health nor his horſes would 
laſt out half their days. 


WHAT 1s the clear conſequence of all 
this? — Shocking indeed to fpeak, but 
dreadful to think of, with any degree of 


ferious attention. The man that purſueth 


theſe meaſures, to efface the obſervance of 
the Sabbath, however thoughtleſs and 
undeſigning he may be in the practice, 
is yet, in effect, the moſt abandoned ene- 


IIlt is not long ſince I myſelf ſaw more than twenty 
loaded waggons, travelling through the town of Dun- 


ſtable, on Sunday morning; ard fome, every Sunday 


in the afternoon, through a country village, where I re- 


ſided fome months: and J am told the practice is now 


common. 
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36 REVEIATION Examined, &c. 5 
my to God and man, on this ſide the re. 
gions of darkneſs; he inſulteth, as I have 
now obſerved, the moſt important and 
beneficent command that ever God, in 
his goodneſs, gave to the world. A com- 
mand moſt admirably fitted to inſure ob- 
ſervance and efficacy to all the reſt. — Þ 
He is a man, that would add new weight | #7 
of miſery to the loads of this life; and MR 
perpetuity of woe to the next. 


In one word, he is a man that would 
baniſh length and enjoyment of life from 
the whole labouring world, together with 

cleanlineſs, health, and ſtrength ; the 
i relief of want, and the reſt from toil. 
"i And, as to his own ſpecies, he would, 
0 beſides all the evils now mentioned, de- 

i baſe them, from reaſonable beings, to 
= brutes, and from brutes to fiends; would 
_ == | baniſh from them the only fure and ſet- 
1 tled redreſs of every ſocial calamity ; 
1 would ſtrip them of all the civilities of 
1 life, all the inſtitutions of piety, and all 

=_ 5 the ornaments of virtue; would effettu- | 
ally defeat all the ends and purpoſes of WD 

divine redemption, and all the means and BD th 
meaſures of eternal ſalvation. „„ 
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CHAP I. 


| The Bleſſings derived to the Werld 
through Abraham. 


the nature of God, more particularly his 
wiſdom and benignity to his creatures; 
will ſoon be ſatisfied, that he left not 
man in the hands of his own wiſdom 
only, from the beginning ; that he left 


him not unguarded from guilt; that he 


left him not utterly unintormed, and un- 
directed by his Maker, in the ſeveral du- 
ties of life. 


THAT revelations were made to Adam 
in Paradiſe, hath already been demon- 
ſtrated here, and in the firſt volume of 
this work. 


AFTER the accounts left us in Scrip- 


Y ture of the interpoſitions of providence, 


9 3 for 


HokvER confidureth the accounts 
| left us in the ſacred writings, or 
enquireth, with humble attention, into 


5 He 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
for the amendment of the world, by th: 


taking up of Enoch into heaven, in re- 
ward "of his righteouſneſs, by the chaſtiſe- | 


ment of/the flood, by the confuſion of 
tongues: at Babel, and by the conſequent 
diſperſion of mankind: The next moſt 
remarkable event recorded in that great 


hiſtory of divine providence, the Bible, 
is the calling of Abraham, and making 


him the means of conveying true piety, 
with great and extenſive bleſſings, to the 
world. 


AnD this he did, 


Froer, by rev ealing his will to Abra- 


bam, and through him to mankind. 


SECONDLY, by making his deſcendants 
immenſely DUIRETOUS, for the lame pur- 


poſe. 


TrnarT Abraham's fathers were idola— 


tors in Urr of Chaldea, when God called 


him from them, is clear from the twenty- 
fourth chapter of Joſhua; and that he 
would not leave his family, his country, 


and his religion, at the age of ſeventy- 
four, without well knowing by whoſe 


command he did ſo, needeth little proof. 
AND 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


AND therefore, confiding in God, he 
obeyed in this and every other inſtance, 


where no being but the Higheſt had a right 


to command, and nothing but well in— 
formed piety to obey. Poſſibly it was 
from this confiding that God, in his infi- 


nite condeſcenſion, honoured Abraham 
with the title of his Friend, as St. Paul 


doth with that of Father of all them that 
believe. 


ALL characters are truly honourable, 
in proportion to their power and their be- 
nefcence ; and as the favour of God, and 


faith in him, are the trueſt ſources of all 
jmaginable good to mankind, Friend cf 
God and Father gf the faithful, are next 
to Son of God, and Saviour of the world, 
the appellations of higheit honour that 


ever dignified humanity ; and Abraham's 


obedience an example of ſuch happy in- 


uence, as hath ever made him a bleſſing 
to che believing world from that day, 


Tuir fire was the object of idolatrous 
worſhip with the Chaldeans, at this time, 


1s generally believed; although ſome are 
of opinion, that the city, where this ido- 


1 was practiſed, called Vr, which 
D 4 5 ſianifieth 
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REVELATIONW Examined, &c. 
ſignifieth fire, was fo denominated from 


the flame of perſecution, which raged 


there at that time. What this perſecu- 
tion was, we are not expreſsly told ; we 
only learn thus much, from the 2 4th 


TY, of Joſhua, verſes 2, 3. that Te 
(Joſhua) addreſſed the whole congrega- 


tion of Iſrael, when they preſented them- 


ſelves before God, in the following words: 
Thus ſaith the Tard God of Iſrael, Your fa- 


thers dwelt on the other fide of the flood, 
in old time; even Terah, the father of 


Abraham, and the father of Nacbor : and 


they ſerved other Goas. 


" 


And I took your father Abraham from 


the other ſide = the flood, and led him 
throughout all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied bis ſeed, and gave bim Haar, 


Kc, 


Now what we are told of the Jews, 


in the fifth chapter of Judith, may be 
confidered as a comment upon this paſſage 
in Joſhua, Judith chap. v. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Here Achior, captain of the ſans of Am- 
mon, tells Holofernes, verſe 6. This peop!: 
ere de leſcended of the Chaldeans, 
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REevELATION Examined, &c. 
VERSE 7. And they ſcjcurned heretofore 


in Meſopotamia, becauſe they would not 
follow the gods of their fathers, which were 


in the land / Chaldea, 


„ VP xxsx 8. For they left the way of their 


anceſtors, and worſhipped the God of heaven, 
the God whom they knew : ſo they caſt them 
out from the face of their gods, and they 


fled into Meſopotamia, and ſojcurned there 


many days. Verſe 9. Then their God com- 
manded them to depart from the place where 
they ſojourned, and to go into the land of Ca- 
naan : where they dwelt, and were increa- 


ſed with gold and ſilver, and with very 


much cattle. 


HERE we learn, that Terah and Abra- 


ham left the way of their anceſtors, and 


worſhipped the God of heaven; for which 
hereſy, they were caſt off by their family 


from the face of their gods. And this 


ſeems to be the fire of perſecution, from 


which ſome imagine their city was called 


Urr. 


FRoM hence it is evident, that God 
reſcued Abraham from the corruptive 
communication of his own Kindred, as 


he delivered Lot afterwards, when vexed 
8 with 
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[ 42 ReverAaTion Exami ned, &c. 
[ ' = with the filth Dy communication of the wicked 
. Sodomites. 


Tur general opinion is, that fire be. 
came the object of religious worſhip, by 
the falling of fire from heaven upon the 
ſacrifices of the truly religious; and if ſo, 
we may well apply, on this occaſion, that 
fine obſervation of Milton: 


— 80 little knows 
80 Any but God alone, to value right 
« The good before him, but perverts beſt 
„ things 
To worlt abuſe, or to their meanch: uſe.” 
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InDEED it muſt be owned, that the 
falling of fire from heaven is a moſt ama- 1 
zing and affecting fight ; but experience, MM ; 
one ſhould think, might ſoon teach men, 1 { 
that fire, in the ordinary courſe, went 
only where it was directed; that it often 
lived only by the breath of the meancſt 
human creature, and died daily before 
their eyes, for want of fewcl ; and conſe- 
quently, that it was mortal, and did not 
act by its own power: And, therefore, 
the opinion now mentioned, concerning : 
the falling of fire from heaven upon the = 
ſacrifices of the truly religious, as having 
given 
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REVvILATION Examined, &c. 
given occaſion to the idolatrous worſhip 
of that element, I apprehend, 1s not very 


probable; for, if that were the caſe, 


the fire that fell upon Abraham's firſt ſa- 
crifice, ſhould rather have confirmed him 


in the idolatry of his family, than reform- 


ed him from it; at leaſt, this would be 


the caſe, if it were not attended with de- 


monſtrative proofs of its coming from 
God; and being only an inſtrument in 
the hand of an all-powerful, and intel- 


ligent Being. And, indeed, Abraham's 
firſt ſacrifice, that we read of as conſumed 
by fire from heaven, was ſo circumſtan- 


ced; it was attended with a covenant of 
promiſe, which none but ſupreme intel- 
ligence and Almighty power could ratify ; 
and it was preceded by full and clear ma- 


_ niſeſtations of the divinity to him, and 


ſuch as left no room tor any ſubſequent 


doubt. 


Now the reaſon aſſigned by God him- 


ſelf, for chuſing Abraham to propagate 
true religion through the world, was be- 


cauſe he knew him, and knew he would 


inculcate piety and virtue into his children 


and houſehold ; and he well knew what 
effect their practice and example would 


| have upon the reſt of the world. 


AND 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


AnD for as much as, in the Scripture. 


ſtile, remote deſcendants are called the 
Children of tbeir forefathers, therefore, 


not only Iſaac and Jacob, but Joſeph alſo, 


Abraham's great-grandſon, with his whole 
family, as well as Hagar, and Iſhmael, 


and Keturah, and her ſons, muſt be com- 


prehended in the expreſſion of hrs children, 


if not of ys houſebold after him; and this 


declaration from God may well be inter- 
preted to mean, that his (Abraham's) 
ſons and houſehold would inſtru their 


children and houſehold, as their father 


Abraham had inſtructed them. 


How far this prediction was fulfilled 

in his ſons, and conſequently how far he 
became a bleſſing to the world in that re- 
ſped, will beſt appear by conſidering their 
characters in their order: which, God 


willing, ſhall be done in diſtinct chapters; j 
contenting myſelf only to conſider in this 


chapter, himſelf and his houfchold in 


general. 


 FoRA$MUCH then as God, all-knowing, 
foreſaw that Abraham would not only in- 
ſtru& his children, and inculcate a right 
and ſtrong ſenſe of religion and duty into 


them, but into his houſehold likewiſe ; 


that 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 
that they alfo ſhould keep the way of the 
Lord, after his death; he ordained, that 


his houſehold ſhould be, as we find it was, 
uncommonly numerous. His little army, 


with which he reſcued Lot, conſiſted of 


three hundred and eighteen men of arms, 


born in his houſe ; and we cannot well ham's 
conceive that his whole family could then houſehold 
cConſiſt of leſs than ſome thouſands. And 7 
we find that, after this, Abimelech made 
bim a preſent of men ſervants and maid 
L ſervants, in fo much that the children of 
3 Heth might well call him a mighty 
frince *, as they did when he covenanted 
with them for a burying-place for his 
dead: and, beſides both theſe circum- 
ſtances, we learn from the ſeventeenth. 
chapter of Genefis, verſe 27th, that he 
had men whom he bought with his mo- 
ney. And, if we add to all theſe his 
t fix ſons by Keturah, (and their nume- 


rous deſcendants) whom he portioned, and 


ſent away into the Eaſt in his life-time, 
(which he might well do, for he lived 
near fifty years after the death of Sarah) 


* As the addition which God made to his name, 


| i Abraham, the father of a multitude, well juſtifieth : 
and Sarai, which fignifies my princeſs, was changed in- 
0 Es a princef;, 


the 
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REVELATION Examined, &. 
the colonies ſent out, and ſettled by him, 
his ſons, and his houſehold after bim, 
will amount to an immenſe number; and, 
being all righteous and religious, a great 
part of the earth then thinly peopled, 
muſt, of courſe, be bleſſed through him; 
and, at the ſame time, the holy revealed 


will of God r propagrted throughout 
the world. 


Now, that Abraham's houſehold were 
wall inſtructed in the principles of 
true religion, we may well believe, if 
we may judge of the reſt by his eldeſt 
ſervant, whom he ſent to find out a wife 
for his ſon Iſaac, among his own family; 
for furely a more humble and amiable 
ſpirit of piety never diſcovered itſelf in any 
mortal, than that we read of in the man- 
ners and conduct of this ſervant, related 
in all the ſimplicity of truth, and repre- 
ſented in all the beauty of humility, in- 
tegrity, and ſingleneſs of heart, in the 
twenty-fourth chapter of Genes, toge- 


ther with a moſt affectionate fidelity to 
his maſter, 


How others may judge of it I cannct 
93 and ſhall oy preſume to declate 
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E continueth to be ſo to this day; agreeably fame 


light. 


Nor were theſe - the only means by Science 


which God bleſſed the earth through difaſed 


Abraham; for we learn from Euſebius, ans 
and the moſt antient writers quoted by 
him, that ſcience alſo was diffuſed from- 
Abraham through Chaldea, Phenicia, and 
Egypt; that he taught them all aſtro- 


nomy and geometry, both which became 
ecarly and great bleſſings to them, and to 

the world, And hence it is that his name The pre- 
became the moſt famed and renowned dition of 
of all others throughout the Eaſt, and e 


ham's 


to that remarkable promiſe of God to him, fulfilled. 


Gegneſis xii. And I will bleſs thee, and 
E make thy name great, and thou ſhalt be a 


| 4 bleſſing. 


Now it appeareth to me, that God's 
promiſe of bleſſings to Abraham, and 
the world through him, was remarkably 
:ulfilled in three reſpects. 


FIRST, he was bleſſed; that is, remark- God's 
ably ſucceſsful and proſperous wherever!" 
he went. Secondly, he was a bleſſing tofulfiled is 
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ReveL ATION Examined, Re. 47 
for myſelf, that I have read it repeatedly, 
and always with new and unabated de- 


bleflings 
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48 Rxvrxraf ON Examined, &c. 
the world, in his perſon. And trhirdh, 
he was a bleſſing to mankind, in his po- 
ſterity and houſehole. 


Taz firſt of theſe is clear from his 
hiſtory, and expreſsly atteſted and pro- 
nounced both by Melchizedeck, Geneſis 
xiv. chapter, 19th and 20th verſes; and 
by Abimelech, Geneſis xxi. verſe 22. 
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GeNnes1s chapter xiv. verſes 19, 20. 
And he bleſſed him, and ſaid, Bleſſed be 
Abraham of the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of 
Heaven and earth: and bleſſed be the mt 
high God, which hath delivered thine ene- 
nes into thy hand, ME 


— — 2 — 


SGxxxs 1s chapter xxi. verſe 22. And it 
came to paſs at that time, that Abimelech, 
and Phicol the chief captain of his hoſt, 
ſpake unto Abraham, ſaying, God is with 
Thee in all that thou doeſt. 


Tux next alſo is evident from the ſame 
hiſtory ; in which he appears to me in 
the light of a miſſionary ſent by God, 
from Chaldea to Meſopotamia, from Me- 
ſopotamia to Canaan, and from Canaan to 
Egypt, and back again, more than once; 
in all which places his piety and virtue 
were 
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land, and perhaps on foot. 


REvTLATION Examined, &c. 
were remarkably diſtinguiſhed and glori- 
fied, by miraculous and moſt gracious 


manifeſtations of the Divinity to him, 
which rendered them infinitely more illu- 


ſtrious, and effectually * to the 
world. 


Hs travels throughout which are com- 


puted to amount, moſt certainly, to 1794 
miles; a length which, I believe, few 


miſſionaries can equal with their own, by 
Beſides, we 


are told, in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
E Joſhua, that God led him through all 
the land of Canaan); which, I think, muſt. 
mean more travelling than what is related 


q of him in the book of Geneſis. 


And I doubt not but it was from the 


ſame reaſon, that God appointed, not 


Abraham only, but Iſaac and Jacob alſo, to 
ſojourn in ſeveral places, Egypt, Philiſtia, 
and Syria, and gave them favour with 
princes wherever they went. By which 


means, he became a bleſſing to the world 


in his poſterity, and in his own and their 


houſcholds. 
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50 RkvzLAT ION Examined, &c. 


Axor RHRER inſtance in which Abraham 

became a bleſſing to mankind, (as I con- 

ceive) was the ſcience of letters, inſpired 

into him by Almighty God, and from 
him derived to the world. 


Letters THAT letters were of divine invention, 
derived to can, J apprehend, be matter of no doubt 
the world | 
Pods Ne with any thinking man; in as much, as 
braham. there is no imaginable reſemblance; or 
relation, between ſounds and figures; 
and, if there were, yet ſhould it be re- 
membered, that all human inventions are 
defective, and incomplete in their origin *, 
and but ſlowly progreſſive to perfection; 
whereas the powers of letters, and the 
aſtoniſhing work of the alphabet, were 
complete at once, (although not equally 
known in all places at the ſame time) 
and fitted for all the poſſibilities of arti- 
culate, diſtinct, eaſy, and rational 
nunciation; and that they were * 
to the world through Abraham, can, 
think, be little doubted; in as much, 2 
the whole world muſt agree with Sir i620 


N ewton, that There is no inſtance of letters 


» This | is ſtrongly . in China, if their s may be 


Jn. 


called a language. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


far writing down ſounds being in uſe, be- 
= fore the days of David, in any other nation 


befides the poſterity of Abraham. And there 
is good reaſon to believe, that the greateſt 
bleſſings from God were derived to his 
poſterity through him. Now Job, who 


lived among the Edomites, the deſcen- 


dants of Abraham, ſpeaks of writing as a 


thing well known in his time and coun- 
try; and we find that Eliphaz, the Tema- 
nite, probably the grandſon of Eſau (Gen. 


xxxvi.) was his firſt friend, 


Tux invention of letters was a point of 
ſuch vaſt importance, that it is no wonder 
to find the glory of nations ſo greatly in- 


tereſted in claiming it, each to them- 


ſelves. 25 


Tun Egyptians, the Phœnicians, and 
almoſt all the ſtates of Greece, made their 
ſeveral claims; but, I apprehend, that of 


the Phœnicians is the faireſt and beſt 
founded. 


I As this invention was firſt made known 
to Abraham, he was very naturally repu- 


ted, as Philo deemed bim, the Inventer ; 
and being from him firſt communicated 
to his own family, and next to his neareſt 


E 2 _ neighbours, 
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REveELATION Examined, &c. 
neighbours, the Phœnicians, they were 
as naturally deemed the inventers by thoſe 
who received them from thence ; and, it 


is certain, their oldeſt appellation Was 
Phoenician. 


Tux accounts of their numbers vary, 
as thoſe of their origin; as we find from 
the cleventh book of the Annals of Ta- 
citus, who relateth that they were at firſt 
ſixteen, and to them others were ſoon after 
added; and, probably, no more than fix- 
teen were communicated by Cadmus, But, 
from the beſt inquiry I have been able to 
make, the reputed additions were not in- 
ventions, but combinations of two letters 
into one, as the ©, X, V, Q, the laſt of 
which, being made up of two little 9' 


put together, naturally make up one great 
O, thence called wweya; and the ſound 


being by that means increaſed, and being 


always ſo pronounced, made the reading 
more eaſy and certain, 


SIR Is AAc * proceeds thus : : — The 
Egyptians aſcribed this invention to Thoth, 
the ſecretary of Oſiris; and therefore lei- 


ters began to be in uſe in Egypt in the days 


* Newton's Chron, London edit. 1728, p. 210. 
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RevELATION Examined, &c. 


of Thoth; that is, a little after the flight 


of the Edomites from David, or about the 


time that Cadmus brought them into 


Europe. 


Tu ar God revealed himſelf to Abra- 
ham, and gave him laws, to be obſerved 


not only by himſelf but by all mankind, is 


clear from the Bible; but whether they 
were written, or whether there was more 


neceſſity for written laws at this time, than 
any other from the creation, my learned 
and contemplative readers will beſt en- 


quire and determine for themſelves. 


THarT God fully informed Abraham 
in the ſeveral duties required of him, ap- 
pears clearly from the eighteenth chapter 


of Geneſis, verſe 19. collated with chap. 


xXv1l. and verſe. 55 


CHAP. xviii. ver. 9. Here God, ſpeak- 
ing of Abraham, expreſſeth himſelf thus 


concerning him: For I know him, that be 


will command his children, and his houſe- 


bold after him, and they ſhall keep the way 


of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment ; 
that the Lord may. bring upon Abraham 
that wobich he hath ſpoken of im. 


E 3 Hes, 
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REvELAr ION Examined, &c. 
HERE, by that expreſſion The way of 


the Lord, the beſt criticks (Grotius parti- 


cularly) underſtand the law given to man- 


kind by God, prior to that given by the 


hand of Moſes. 


AND that this was not merely the law 
of nature, (as ſome men are too fond of 
interpreting paſſages of this kind) appears 
clearly from the twenty- ſixth chapter of 


Geneſis, verſe 5. wherein God faith of 
| him, Becauſe that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my commandments, my 


DP and my laws. 


Fon ſurely all theſe various informa- 


tions of the divine will, denominations of 


duty, and obligations to it, muſt imply 
ſomething more than thoſe laws ſaid to 
be publiſhed by the light of nature. For 
certainly ſuch laws, though they may in 


ſome meaſure have the force of com- 


mandments, and be figuratively called ſo, 
yet are they, ſtrictly ſpeaking, neither 


ſtatutes, nor charges, nor command- 
ments ; at leaſt, they cannot, without 


ſtrange rautology, be called all theſe to- 
gether, 


Ap, 


or 
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ReveLATION Exam ned, &c. 


AnD, therefore, I think it more rea- 
ſonable to conclude with the very learned 


and judicious Dr. Grew, in his excellent 


work Coſmologia ſacra, lib. iv. cap. 7. 
That the commandments, ſtatutes, and 
laws ſo particularly here mentioned, were 


anſwerable to the moral, judicial, and ce- 


remonial laws given afterwards to the 
Jews. And this opinion is very fully and 


clearly confirmed, in the eleventh chap- 


ſes, after he had, in the preceding books, 
expreſsly and repeatedly recounted all the 
laws, ceremonial, judicial, and moral, 


which God gave to his people by him, 
ſums up all in theſe words: Therefore 


thou ſhalt Iove the Lord thy God, and keep 
his charge, and his ſtatutes, and his judg- 
ments, and his commandments, alway. Dr. 


ter of Deuteronomy, verſe 1. where Mo- 


God's 


95 


Grew hath alſo clearly proved, that ſuch jaws to 


laws were given to mankind antecedent mankind 


to the law of Moſes, through Adam, rough 
Noah, and Abraham. Abraham. 


To what hath already been obſerved of 


Abraham, may be added his fortitude in 


vindicating innocence, and chaſtiſing vio- 


lence and iniquity, in the affair of Lot 


and the four kings: and all this crowned 
by his diffuſing (together with his piety 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


and virtue, as I now obſerved) the moſt 


noble and excellent ſciences of aſtronom 


and geometry, over the beſt inhabited 
regions of the earth, together with the 


nobleſt means and inſtruments of all ſci- 
ence, Letters; by which the world hath 
been ſignally bleſſed and benefited from 


that day to this. 


Tux article of bis poſterity, bath al- 


ready been touched upon, and nothing, 


that I know of, omitted, but that which 


is, above all others, infinitely the moſt 


important, and intereſting; and that is, 
the bleſſings derived to mankind in the : 


Meſſiah, eee from Abraham.— 
But this being a point ſo well known, 
and fo often treated, to ſo much more 


advantage by others, I thought it would 


better become me to inſiſt only upon 


thoſe bleſſings, otherwiſe derived upon the 


world through Abraham; which no other, 
that I remember, hath diſcuſſed with any 
remarkable attention. 


Ab ſurely thoſe I have now mention- 
ed, were ſo very conſiderable, that, 1 
hope, their importance will create pardon 
and indulgence for a ſhort recapitulation 
of them. 

Tur 


J „ / as a 
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RRBVELATION Examined, &c. 


Tur bleſſing of ſo illuſtrious an ex- 
ample of piety and virtue, as that of Ab- 


raham, diffuſed over fo many regions of 
the carta, and recommended by the light 


of ſcience, and that example, made yet 
infniely more illuſtrious, inviting and 


inf .encing, by the God of glory's ſignal 


manifcſtations of himſelf to him, and | in- 
terpoſitions in his favour, every where 
known; the examples of {> numerous an 
houſehold, and ſo large a family of chil- 
dren, trained up in the fame principles 
and practices, added to his own, and ex- 
tended and atteſted much farther: all 
theſe, beyond all queſtion, carry a moſt 


diſtinguiſhed and edifying ſingularity in 
them, worthy of all ſerious and awful at- 
tention, to ſhew the ſignal completion of 
God's promiſcs to him, Moreover, we 
muſt remember, that Abraham's houſe- 
hold was made up of people of different, 
and diſtant countries; ſome of Egypt, 


ſome of Meſopotamia, ſome of Canaan, 


ſome of Chaldea, and ſome brought from 
we know not whence; and Eliezer of 


Damaſcus *, he himſelf declareth, was 


the feward of bis houſe. 


* Where Nicol. Damaz. ſays he reign d. 
Now, 
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58 REveLATION Examined, &c. 


Now, if we ſuppoſe all theſe to be 
well educated, and well principled, (and 
the preſumption and proof is, I think, 
ſtrong in their favour) and many of them 
interſperſed, and ſent out with his chil- 
dren by Keturah, into the Eaſt, in his 
_ own life-time, (for none of them ſurely 
were ſent alone) and many more conti- 


nued and increaſed with Jacob and Eſau, 


both before and after his death, the 
bleſſings derived to the world from Ab- 
raham, his children, and his houſehold, 
will be found ſo ample and enlarged, as 
almoſt to exceed any rational computa- 
tion; and traces of his deſcendants being 


interſperſed over the Eaſt, are many and 


clear. 


The Bra- 'THaT Brama was Abram, is not 


mins de- doubted; and it is well known, that all 


rived from OS | ; . 
him. the principal ſects of the Bramins derive 


themſelves from him at this day. 
His name Bur we have an account of ſomething 
ved by ſtill more remarkable concerning him; 


Zoroaſt fo . * 
© reform that many centuries after his death, and 


rhe world. about five before the coming of Chriſt, 
his name was made uſe of with great ſuc- 

ceſs by Hyſtaſpes and Zoroaſter, to con- 
vert a great part of the Heathen world 
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rie Examined, &c. 59 


* | from the very groſs idolatry of adoring the 
d dead “, which then reigned in it. 


r ee fp ET 3 RS ee As. 
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T HE : veneration of his memory prevail- 
ed to aboliſh this idolatry; and for as much | | 
 asan infinite number of temples were now 
© erected to the dead, the ſureſt way to de- 
ſtroy that idolatry, they thought, was to 
introduce the worſhip of God at altars 
only, without temples, after the manner q 
| of Abraham; and they prevailed. | 1 
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= Tube the very name of A abo- 
a- | liſhed the idolatry of the dead, and re- 
8 ſtored the worſhip of the living God. - 


Harry Abraham! of whom the world 
| might then have ſaid, as St. Paul doth of 
ot Abel, Who being dead, yet ſpeaketh ; 

ll indeed ſpeaketh to this ys # and to ws 
Ve BB nobleſt purpoſes, 


ws Sir Iſaac Newton's Chron- p- 41. 
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CHAP. in. 
Gr , bleſſing to Abraham conti- 


nued to bis fon Tſaac.----Two re- 
markable quotations from Ho- 
crates and Maximus Tyrius. 


O ſooner do we hear of Abraham's 
death, but we are immediately 
told, that Gid bleſſed his fen Iſaac ; and 
ſoon after followeth an ample confirma- 
tion of that bleſſing to him, in its full ex- 
tent, from God's own mouth — And the 
effect of it, in one inſtance, is ſtrongly 
atteſted by the text, which informeth us, 

that, notwithſtanding there was now a 
famine in the land (of Canaan), as in the 

days of Abraham, yet God commanded 
Iſaac to continue there, and forbad him 

to go down into Egypt. Gen. chap. xxvi. 

Iſ1ze for- ver. 2, 3, and 4. And the Lord appeared 


bidden to 
Diaden'tO 40 him, and ſaid, Go not down into Egyſt : 


naau in a dwell in the land which T ſhall tell thee 


fan.ine. of, — Seſourn in 7015 land, and I will le 
E 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 
with thee, and will bleſs thee : for unto thee 
and unto thy feed I will give all theſe coun- 


tries, and I will perform the oath which. 
I. are unto Abraham thy father. — And 
I will make thy feed to multiply as the flars 


of heaven, and will give unto thy ſeed all 
theſe countries: and in thy ſeed ſhall all 


the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 


Now this continuing in 2 country op- 
preſſed by famine, and declining to go 


where he could get bread, was certainly 


not the dictate of human prudence, or 
woridly wiſdom, but in direct contra- 


diction to both; and yet the event proved 
it to be wiſe: which ſtrongly tendeth to 


juſtify the text, that repreſenteth it as a 
command from God. . 


Ix conſequence of which, Iſaac ſowed 
in the land where he then dwelt, and 
received in the ſame year an hundred fold. 
And the text again addeth, and the Lord 


bleſſed bim; fully juſtifying his prohibi- 
tion of liaac's going down into Egypt for 


food, having ſoon after fo plentifully ſup- 


plied him where he was. 


worthy of the divine interpoſition, to 


Ap here, I think, was an occaſion 


2 bleſs 
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REVxLATIONW Examined, &c. 


bleſs and preſerve a man, who was to be 
the means of bleſſing and preſerving ſo 
many others. — And, to effect this pur- 

oſe more fully and conſpicuouſly, the 
hiſtory informeth us, that God went on 
ſtill multiplying his bounties upon him ; 
inſomuch that, the text tells us, The man 


waxed great, and went forward, and grew, 


till he became very great. — For he had 


poſſeſſion of flocks, and poſſeſſion of herds, 


and great ſtore of ſervants *. 


So that, thus far, the bleſſing of pro- 
ſperity to Abraham was not only conti- 
nued, but apparently increaſed, and en- 
larged to his ſon; and, with that, the 


bleſſings of virtue and piety to the world: 


and this naturally prepareth us to give 
full credit to that text alſo, in which we 
are informed that the Philiſtines envied 
him; and this envy as naturally made 
him glad to remove from thence, to 
where he had more room : and the place 
he removed to was called, from thence, 


* Or rather, as it is in the margin of the Bible, B, 
bandry ; that is, great ſtore of all thoſe proviſions, ne- 
ceſſaries, and conveniencies of life, which huſbandry 
produceth, and which, in a very great family, neceſſarily 
implyeth a great number of ſervants. 


Rehoboth 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Rehoboth (room); and thither Abimelech, 
their king, his friend, and the chief cap- 


dein of his army, followed him; and en- 
© oaged him to enter into a covenant of 
peace and amity with them, which was 


confirmed by oath on both ſides: and, as 


a memorial of it, the place where Iſaac's 


ſervants had juſt then digged a well, was 
called Beerſbeba, the well of the oath. 


Tnar Ifaac inherited the piety of his 


father Abraham, and ſo, that the bleſſing 


alſo was continued to-him, appeareth from 


many proofs, = 


 FirsT, whenever the piety of Abraham 
is mentioned, or referred to, either in the 
Old or New Teſtament, Iſaac is almoſt 
always joined with him. 


SECONDLY, When Iſaac was ſettled at 


| | _ Rehoboth, he built an altar there, and cal- 


led upon the name of the Lord, as the 
manner of his father Abraham was, 
wherever he ſettled. 


Turn, he declined marrying his 
ſon Jacob to any of the daughters of the 


wicked Canaanites, as his father had done 


before in Ifaac's own caſe. And, when 
Eſau 


"bn" 


64 RxvxLATIO Examined, &c. 
E ſau married wives from amongſt them, 


| the text tells us, they were à grief of mind bin 
unto Iſaac and Rebecca. Not to Iſaac on- or 1 
ly, but likewiſe to Rebecca, his partner Pre! 
in piety as well as conjugal affection ; and app 
I have always conſidered it as a bond of of 
mutual happineſs, (if not a ſtrict virtue cro 
in both) that neither jealouſy nor barren- 
neſs, ever made way for the admiſſion of 1 
a concubine into the houſe, i 1 
| | tio! 
rp lafily, and above all, Iſaac equalled, eto 
mal obe- if not © ceeded, the faith and piety of hi An 
dience. I not ex oa piety 15 5 
father Abraham, in ſuffering himſelf to I Lac 
be bound, and calmly ſubmitting himſclf WW 5 
to be acrificed, in obedience to God's WF ©* 
command to his father. 3 dea 
| 771 ( 
Axp here the divine prediction con- __ 
cerning Abraham, was remarkably fulfil- Ab 
led; I know him, that he will command bi? ſeq 
children, and his houſebold after him, and ut 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. And WM 
ſurely a ſtronger proof of habitual and WW © 
determined obedience to the will of God, 
never was given than in this inſtance of I q 
Iſaac's calm ſubmiſſion to it. I = 


ABRAHAM was now very old, and Iſaac WW 
in the vigour of youth, about his twenty - 
ſixtn 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 65 
fixth year * ; yet he ſuffered his father to 

bind him, and lay him upon the wood; 1 
or rather, he laid himſelf upon the wood | 
prepared for the burnt-offering : In this, 
approving himſelf a true type of the Son 
of God, who offered himſelf upon the 
croſs, freely and unforced. Ks 


Is Ac alſo carried the wood, prepared 
for the ſacrifice, to the place of execu- 
tion; as our bleſſed Saviour carried the 
croſs, as long, and as far, as he was able. 


And this, doubtleſs, both Abraham and 
| Iſaac did, in the fulneſs of faith, account- 
1 ing (as St. Paul expreſſeth it), That God 


= was able to raiſe him up, even from the 
dead; as his father had received him thence 
in a figure. — A belief, by which it was 
impoſſible ſo wiſe and good a man as 
Abraham could be governed, and a con- 
E ſequent purpoſed practice, in which it was 
| utterly impoſſible he could allow himſelf, 
without full conviction, who it was that 
commanded him. 1 


— — . =» 


How amiable doth this patience and 
© humility paint him! — How proper, and 
not altogether unworthy the honour, from 


* By Archbiſhop Uſher's Chronology. 5 
Vor. III. F | Fo whom | 


P A* * * > 3 2 4 a L _ — — - 
=_ * . Ta Ge On EY — tA ts ono” ws 


66 


Heathen 
wiſdom 
oppoſed 


to infidel. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


whom the meek and ſuffering Saviour of 
the world ſhould be deſcended, in his ſtate 
of humiliation! 


Bu r here again we are controlled by 
the wiſe men of the preſent age, who 
allow themſelves to make very free with 


the beſt atteſted accounts of the divine 


interpoſitions in the affairs of men, or 


monitions to them, upon the moſt im- 
portant and folemn occaſions. — I beg 


leave to obſerve, that I have, in the pre- 
ceding parts of this work, put many que- 
ſtions to them upon theſe points; which 
they have not hitherto attempted, and 
which I now heſitate not to pronounce 
them unable to anſwer, — and may, per. 


Ba put more. 


Ar preſent, I ball content myſelf with 
barely oppoling ſome of the wiſeſt men 
of former ages, to thoſe who vaunt them- 
ſelves the wiſeſt of this. 


AND here ] think it ſufficient to inſtance 
in Socrates, 
whole Heathen world ſeems to be fully 
centered; and that he was ſtrong in the 
doctrine of the divine interpoſition i in hu- 


man affairs, and monition in points of 


Sf Cat 


in whom the wiſdom of the 
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REV LAT ION Examined, &c. 67 
great conſequence, is clear beyond all 
doubt. 
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Ir were eaſy to produce many proofs 
of this truth; but I ſhall content myſelf 
Voith one only, from himſelf, and one 
WW from Xenophon ; which, I flatter myſelf, 
vdo reaſonable man alive will attempt to 
confute. 


Sock Ar Es (ſpeaking, towards the cloſe 
ol his diſcourſe, upon the immortality of 
E the foul) tells us, in the Phædo, that ce 
E oht thoroughly to ſearch, and examine, 
© bo things are; but, if this cannot be done, 
b condubl ourſelves by the beſt human rea- 
ens we can find: as in a weak ſhip, ſailing 
E through this dangerous voyage of life, if wwe 
(an get no firmer, or ſafer, or divine word, 
V direct us. 


CU 


— 
0 


Tur reader will judge, whether this be 
not perfectly conformable to what Xeno- 
phon tells us, in the firſt book of the Me- 
morable things of Socrates, which I here 
ive, for the moſt part, as tranſlated into 
3 Engliſh by A. Byſhe, P. 26, 27. 


© Wurn he” (Socrates) e believed that Inflances, 
he Was divinely admonithed to do any Socrates. 
reat | F 2 ..-4--thing, 


31 g „ 
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68 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


* thing, it was as impoſſible to make him 
take a contrary reſolution, as it would 
% have been to have prevailed with him, 
in a journey, to turn off a guide that 
„was clear-ſighted, to take one that 
« knew not the way, and was blind be- 


cc tides,” 


« Fox this reaſon, he pitied their folly, 


«© who, to avoid the deriſion of men, live 


c not according to the admonitions and 


« commands of the Gods: and he beheld 
« with contempt all things human = 
* when compared with the council which 
comes from God. 


IBELIEVI it will be allowed, that al 

the followers of Plato were in this way 
Maximus of thinking. And Maximus Tyrius is re- 
Iyrius. markably ſo, in his diſſertation upon the 
queſtion, Who was Socratess God? © Fot 
(days he) the human mind is ſo infirm, 

that it cannot attain to all things by it 

* own reaſonings; in as much as, in thus 

« ſecond Þ life, it is involved in a great 

& and thick miſt, incommoded and hin- 

« dered by a din and tumult of preſent 

* evils, and diſturbed by them. Fo: 

* That is, the direction of all abilities barely human. 


1 Alluding to the doctrine of the ſoul's præ- exiſlence. 
„6 what 


* 


3 


ReveLATION Examined, &c. (9 


« what traveller is ſo expeditious and 


3 Fe guarded, as not ſometimes to ſtumble 
| WW «© in his way-faring upon an hidden ſtake, 
into a covered pit, or trench, or pre- 
, FE «< cipice? — Or, what pilot is there ſo 
* ee 


1 ſkilful, or fo maſterly in directing his 
- © <« courſe, as to paſs ſafe through unex- 
perienced waves, without any violence, 
« cr diſturbance of the wind or water? —— 
« Or, what phyſician 1 is there fo maſterly 
« jn his art, as not to be ſometimes dif- 
« turbed by ſome hidden and unexperi- 
« enced diſeaſe; eſpecially when they riſe 
e up on one another, and overſet all the 
© rules of art? — And, what man is 
« there ſo good, who can paſs through 
„life with a ſafe, and unſtumbling, and 
„ unſlipping foot; under all the diſad-— 
e vantages of an infirm body, an untried 
voyage, and a deceitful and undermi- 
ned road! and yet have no need, in 
all theſe things, of a pilot, a phyſician, 
and a guiding God, Sc.“ 


10 
(| 
cc 


ce 


BuT, were this fine reaſoning and cx- 
alted philoſopher fully acquainted with uus. op I 
the ideas the Scriptures give. us of this nions con- | 


Hrn d. { 

world, and of human i; — the world . 9 

= 2 wWikiernels, and men lo] ourners and tra- u. thy: \] 

man. WF vellers through it: pilgrims 4 better!“ 'the | = 
lence . | — d. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


country; with ſeas, and rocks, and ri. 
vers, — deſerts, and wilds, and foreſts, 
in their way; and theſe too infeſted by 
pirates, robbers, and beaſts of prey. — 
Would any man of common humanity 
riſque the life and happineſs of his ſon, 
by ſending him to traverſe ſuch a ſcene, 
alone, as Adam was ſent into the world, 


without either guard or guide? Suppoſe 
him as well informed, and fitted for the 


work, as ſcience could make him — 
Suppoſe bim well-ſkilled in the poſition 
of the ſtars, and points of the compaſs; 


the longitude and latitude of places; the 


extent and temperament of the ſeveral 
zones and climates, the better to enable 
him to ſhape his courſe, and procure his 
beſt conveniencies, — Of what uſe would 
all this be to him, were he left unaided, 
and undirected in all other reſpects ; with- 
out ſo much as a Mercury, or a friend) 
hand, to point out the way? Nay, were 
he ſupplied with all theſe likewiſe, doth 
not geography inform us, that men ſome- 
times meet with molt intenſe cold under 
the torrid Zone? And, perhaps, future 
enquiries may find equal degrees of heat 
under the Poles, where Pe vulcanos 
are already found. And do not men 
z2Mmetumes meet with interruptions and 

_ diſappointments 


diſappointments, from unforeſeen acci- 
dents: — From clouds, and rains, and 
winds; which either hide, or interrupt 


their ways, or baffle their purſuits. — 


Would to God that thoſe who plead fo 
Joudly for the ſelf-ſufficiency of human 


abilities, would revolve theſe points, with 
all the candour and humility that becomes 
them. 


I HAvE, in this chapter, laid before my 
reader the judgment of Socrates (together 


with that of Maximus Tyrius) upon the 


ſubject of divine inſpiration : In the en- 
ſuing digreſſion, I ſhall examine, as can- 


didly as I can, what weight his judgment 


ought to have with us upon that point, 


even although it were ſingle and unaided, 


: a 


REVELATION Examined, &c, . 


An 
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A Prin- 
giple laid 
down by 
Lactan⸗ 


An Eſſay, attempting to Serv that 


Socrates was a kind of Prophet 


20 the Gentiles; and divine inſpi. 


ration not confined to the Tewiſh 
Mation. | 


ue a learned man, 
treatiſe of falſe religion, lays it down 


as a principle, that no religion 1s to be 
taken up without wiſdom; nor any wit- 
dom to be approved of without religion. 


Now, although this principle be not 


always ſtrictly attended to, yet is not that 
neglect of it always unattended with fome 
occaſional, and accidental good conle- 
QUENCES. Wk ns 


Tus high opinion men aſually enter- 


tain of their own ſagacity, however it 
may expoſe them to the cenſure of vanity, 
and (if ill- grounded) to conſequent con- 
tempt; yet is it often of great uſe to oe 
worl 


in his 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 


world; as It inciteth to new enquiries, 
and uncommon induſtry, in the purſuit 


a, | 
Tux reader may, if he thinks fit, con- | 
; der this as an apology for the following | 
digreſſion, (but by no means as an apo- | 
Z KD logy for the treatiſe it is intended to an- | | 
- © fer); although, in truth, the author of 9 
„ WW. this digreſſion hath nothing leſs in view, 
than to inſinuate any degree of ſagacity 
in the compoſition ; or aſſume to him- 
ſelf any more merit than that of a travel-. 
s ler, who, after he hath examined the 
n WE feveral bye-roads, and winding ways, 
e which ſome that went before him had 
- WW taken to the ſame place, fixeth, in the 
end, upon that which ſcemeth unto him 
to have been originally the plain and 
t direct path. 


e Fw charaders' have been more con- ue cha- 
troverted, or conſidered in a greater vari- racter of 

ety of lights, than that of Socrates: The“ 111000 

comic poets have been, one and all, Hig rank 

- W ivortal declared enemies; and not with- Gered. 

it out ſome reaſon : becauſe he deteſted their 

„ WE !evity and lewdneſs. The fatyriſts are 
thought by ſome (but I think unjuſtly) to 

have been led by them: and to charge 


him 
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tates of 
his Dæ- 
mon. 


REVFLATION Examined, &c. 


him with the moſt ſhocking of al! 
vices *: of which, however, it is well 
known, that Alcibiades fully acquitted 
him, even in his drunken revels. 


On the other hand, his ſcholars and inti- 


mate friends, who knew him beſt, ſpeak of 


him as a man excelling all others, in piety, 
virtue, and wiſdom ; and almoſt divine. 


INDEED the more ſerious antients ſeem 
to be unanimous, in conſidering him as 


a man highly favoured, and diſtinguiſhed 
by heaven: And the dictates of his Dz- 
The dic. mon are generally allowed to be ſome- 


thing ſimilar to divine inſpiration. And 
that this was the opinion of the age in 


which he lived, may, I think, not un- 


aptly be inferred, not only from Euty- 
phron's declaring that this was the ground 
of the accuſation brought againſt him, of 


his ſetting forth new\gods ; but, likewiſe, _ 


from Tymon's fatire upon him, in his 
vill}, in which he ſtyleth him the Grecia 
prophet . e 


* Such is that line in Juvenal, Inter Socraticos aotii 


foſſa Cynæ dos. But ſome of the beſt criticks think, with 


me, it ſhould be written Sotadicos, from Sotades, an 


infamous offender in that ſhocking guilt. 

I So the tranſlators render the original word, and {0 
the ſenſe may be; although the literal conſtruction of 
it is Inchauter. | | 


THAT 


Wear IO PT ITY S 5 
. % VE. 2 hers OI RS SOREN 0 de "IT 
DIETS! 3 •— Co Too YE CRT 
2 S . Fenn nes * Ep 2 e 2 
111717 i oe go Yo „ 
2) ole 3 oO, OG, A EEO WEEN: ER 


REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 75 
THAT there have been prophets from Prophets 


198 
_ 


the foundation of the world, from r:ghze- apr the 
q = ous Abel to Zecharias, which periſhed be- 5 
E tween the altar and the temple, we are well 
aſſured from the beſt of all authorities. 
= 


And as the end of giving them to man- 
f WF kind, was, to direct, to admoniſh, and 
' do amend; to awaken from vice, and ex- 
hort to righteouſneſs ; it is a natural in- 
ference from the ſame infinite goodneſs 
n WW that beſtowed them, that they were diſ- 
s WU perſcd over the face of the whole earth; 
d tat is, wherever they were wanted. And 


1 The gift 
- [© this ſeems allo naturally to be inferred, of 12 


- = from the claim of all nations, to this ex- phecy 
d traordinary divine aid and information, by rina. 
n upon great emergencies. And as the tions. 
- MW [Jews had ſchools among them, in which 
- WU {ome ſelect youths were educated by a 
d courſe of ſingular diſcipline and erudition; 
WW 20d in the ſtricteſt rules of piety and vir- 
„ tue, in order to become the better fitted 
> bor the divine aid and inſpiration; fo 
dhe wiſe men of almoſt all nations, Egyp- 
E tians, Perſians, Chaldeans, &c. had their 
« ſcchools allo; in which their wiſct and 
© beſt men Jaid claim to the ſame divine in- 
= fluence. And we are well informed of 
one inſtance wherein that claim was well 
founded; Balaam the ſon of Beor. And 
there 
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7 RrvrLATr ION Examined, &c. 
there is not the leaſt ground for believing, 


or ſuppoſing, that this high favour from 2 
God was confined to that man, or his he 
people. And nothing can be more natu- M 
ral, than to conclude, that the claim con- © 
tinued even where the bleſſing did not; W_ * 
but was juſtly withdrawn upon its being 4 Ca 
abuſed; as in the inſtance now mentioned, 3 ; 
II 1s alfo ſufficiently ns from the 2 
Old Teſtament, that, in that nation where P. 
the gift of prophecy continued longeſt, 3 5 
the advantages of it were not confined | 
A pong to that people only, but extended to very 7 
che Jews. remote regions; as in the known inſtance 
of Nineveh. And, 1 think, the ſame ; 
thing might reaſonably be evinced of p 
every other remarkable region of the ; 
earth, in their moſt remarkable eras and p 
revolutions, : 
WHERE then is the abſurdity, or incon- 1 
gruity, of ſuppoſing, that Socrates was 0 
appointed by God as a kind of e to : 
the Grecians? x 
Socrates Thar he aſſerted his claim to the 
wn Om aſſiſtance and guidance of an inſpiring ö 
ſpirit, is, IJ think, out of all doubt: a | 


alſo, that many were benefitted by it, 
| and 


JJ ³˙·Ü¹ ] ²˙·¹¹·iwwꝛ g 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 
and no one ever injured or deluded, That 


he embraced a voluntary poverty, refuſed 
many rich gifts and rewards for benefits 


conferred, and declined all offices of ho- 
nour and emolument, when he might 


eaſily have raiſed himſelf to the higheſt 


dignities in the community : That he 


ſpent his whole time in teaching and 
inculcating piety and virtue into the 
people, to the utter neglect of his own 
intereſts and affairs ; and that he declared 
he did all this by the direction of his Dæ- 


mon, 1s out of all doubt. 


Now, this was evidently acting ſtrictly 
in the character of the old prophets ; and 


frequently expoſed him, as it did them, 


to ridicule and inſult, and the reproach of 


folly and madneſs; and in the end, like 


them alſo, to martyrdom for truth. And, 


as under the diſpenſations of the Old 
Teſtament, one prophet was ſometimes 
ſent to rebuke another; this alſo, I am 
clearly of opinion, was the cafe of So- 
crates, 


Tux generality of readers will, I hope, 
Indulge me in explaining myſelf upon 
this head, 


* 


Tris 
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78 REVELAT TON Examined, &c. 


His biga- TEIs great light of the Heathen world 
my, how had greatly, and notoriouſly, offended 
=p” wh againſt a fundamental law of nature, by 
note. taking to himſelf, and having two wives 
together“: as the great idolaters of rea- 
ſon contend they have a right to do at thi; 
day, {ſuch 1s the infallibility of the fre: 
thinker's only guide). Now, we ate told 
. by Ariſtotle, as Laertius reports, that ©. 
 Heis re-crates was rebuked by a certain magician, 
= 1 coming out of Syria to Athens, for inan 
ciar, things; who alſo foretold his violent 
--. 5. "Ge, 85 
Now, an ingenuous believer, who wel! 
knows that Paleſtine was a part of antient 
Syria; and knows alſo, how careful the 
Heathens were never to make mention of 
any Jew, unleſs to their abuſe; will find 
little difficulty to believe, that a Syrian 
magician was a prophet of Paleſtine . 
. 265 And, 


* Now Socrates had this fair excuſe, that the Athe- 
nian laws permitted (perhaps enjoined) that practice at 
that time, to recruit the devaſtations made there by war 
and peſtilence; and, very probably, he thought it a duty 
he owed to his country: Which cannot be the caſe of 


the preſent poly gamiſts, acting in direct oppoſition to the 
laws of their country. | 


+ He lived in the times of Haggai and Zechariah. 
That the Jews deemed themſelves Syrians, is clear from 
i | that 


We, 
= 


_ 


5 
+ - 


RevELATION Examined, &c. 
d, as Socrates's bigamy was the moſt 


not the only) blameable part of his And why. 


whole conduct, there is no doubt but that 
made a e part of the dc 


reproof *. 


Lr me add, that Socrates's whole 
lite \ was led out of all the rules of worldly 


that humble and grateful confeſſion, they were all obli. 
ged to _ upon offering their firſt fruits, Deut. xxvi. 


. 5 


* It is but fair to obſerve in this place, that the 


late learned writer of Socrates's life, ſeems clearly of 


opinion, that Xantippe was the only wife he ever had; 
but! muſt own, "Im Mr. Stanly's judgment, and reaſons 
to the contrary, Have ſwayed mine: and to them I refer 


the reader. And Mr, Stanly's judgment is ſtrengthened 


o me by circumftances not mentioned by him, and miſ- 
taken, as I humbly apprehend, by the learned life- 
writer, which are recounted by Plato in his Phedo, 


When Socrates's friends came to viſit him, early in 
the morning on the day of his execution, they found 
Xantippe fitting by him, with his child {as 1s generally 
underſtood in her arm); who, making loud lamenta- 
tions, was carried away by Crito, at Socrates's requeſt, 
lu the concluſion of this dialogue, Plato tells us, that, to- 
wards the approach of night, when Socrates came out 
of the bath, his children were brought to him; three in 


all: two little ones and one grown up; and with them 


were the women of his family; whom (after he had gi- 
ver. what directions he thought fit) he ſent away. Now 


it is not probable that Socrates, in his extreme poverty, 


(which he himſelf declares to be his condition) could 
maintain more than one woman ſervant in his fa- 
m1'y, or that there would be a call for their attendance 
at that time, 


wiſdom 
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RrvxrrAr Ion Examined, &e. 
wiſdom and prudence, (as he himſclt 


pleadeth in his defence) and conſequent- 


ly could not be ſo led by the direction of 
any thing that could be called human 
wiſdom. And therefore ſuch a conduct. 


in a man eminently wiſe, active, and 


virtuous, beyond any other of his age 
cannot, with any colour of reaſon, be 
aſcribed to any other than the divine di. 
rection. Hence it is that Plato ſaith of 


him, That he was given to the Athenian; 


by the hand of God: and he himſelf 


faith to the ſame purpoſe, in his apology, 


to let them ſee their faults, and excite 


them to the ſtudy of virtue. And he be- 


haved himſelf in this empl8yment with 


a vigour and courage truly heroick. 


Axp again, we are told, he was given 


to his people, as a great incentive, to 


awaken them from the ſcandalous luxury 
in which they were lulled aſleep. And 


the more they acted contrary to his ad- 


vice, the more he thought it his duty to 
redouble his vigilance. And he himſelf 


conſidereth the Athenian commonwealth 


as a great and generous ſteed, made un- 
wieldy by his own bulk, and theretorc 


needing a ſpur, 
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RevELATION Examined, &c. 
He thought himſelf fo inviolably ob- 
liged, ſtcadily to purſue this courſ- of ad- 


| moniſhing and inſtructing, that he made 


no ſcruple to declare, upon his trial, that, 


if they would give him his life, on con- 


dition that he ſhould no longer purſue that 
courſe, he would refuſe the offer: nay, 
that he would continue that courſe, altho' 
he were to die ever ſo often for ſo doing; 
in as much as, to do otherwiſe, would be 
to diſebey Goa. And, therefore, he warns 
them not to fin againſt the gift of God, 
by condemning him. 


He lived in that republick, as Senec: 
obſerves, when it had fallen off from its 


antlent diſcipline ; ; When democracy Was 


mounted to the higheſt pitch of inſolence. 
He lived under the PEE nion of tyrants 
after the overthrow of the common etth; 


and he oppoſed himſelf to the tyranny with 


a vigour and intrepidity, equal to that with 
which he rebuked the vices of the mean- 


eſt among the people. Aud, therefore, 


Chry ſoſtome is well juſtified, when (if 


] er rightly) he faith, that he was 


ſent at this time into ns as a great 
phyſician into a ſickly city, when the in- 
tection 1 is at the higheſt. 


To. UL Se 


81 


82 REvELATION Examined, &c. 

Ir is true, he once was elected into the a 
if office of a ſenator by his own tribe; and fe 
Lf : very providentially was he ſo elected, as up 
js into an opportunity of diſplaying his un- 4 
i} ſhaken integrity to the whole world, 8 
ll When, (as a late learned writer obſer- bi” 
[| veth) to crown ſo excellent a life, h« S 
bi ſeemed to want nothing but the occa- Wi 0 
| ſion of a glorious death; by ſteadily 4 3 5 
| poling 1 iniquity, and ſupporting the cauſe i 1 
1 of truth and juſtice, to the imminent 3 = 
1 Peril of his lite. 3 5 
1 ing 
. * 
1 A L L. this candidly conſidered, the Fu 
| reader will judg2 for himſelf, whether 
I to conclude in favour of my hypotheſis ai 
4 or ag ain it. hy 

I Have here ventured to advance a 

parodox in relation to Socrates, which, 2 
I am very apprehenſive, may give great . 
offence to ſome, who deem themſclves 8 
men of ſuperior genius, and, for that Bb 
reaton, honour themſelves with the high Bs 
appellation of free-tbinkers, in oppoſition E: 
to the ſtupid herd of laves, Who believe Bs 
in Chriſt, the apoliles, and prophets: th 
more particularly to a learned gentleman, bj 


Who, fome few years ago, publiſhed a 
life 


"x 
1 


to mine, and conſidereth this great genius _ 


REeveELATION Examined, &c. 83 


life of Socrates *, in which he proceedeth 
upon an hypotheſis diametrically oppolite 

* Mr. Coo— 
of the heathen world only as a theiſt of its * 
great penetration; and the voice of his nion of 
Demon as only the voice of reaſon. And 1 


I am no way ſurpriſed that he ſhould, 
E fince it is evident that he, in effect, dei- 


fieth the human reaſon, and expreſsly 
calleth it blaſphemy againſt God to de- 
preciate it. And indeed this, to my think- 
ing, is as much blaſphemy againſt God, 
as it would be an abuſe of Tompion, to 
fay that a watch which he had made, and 
put into the hands of a man who let it 
get a great fall, never went as well after 


that fall as 1t did before. 


 BesIDes, I am not ſure that God Al- 


mighty ever created any being ſo perfect, 


as to be independent of the divine direc- 
tion and reſtraint. Nor could I ever learn, 
even from metaphyſick refinements, (with 
which I was at one time of my life tole- 
rably converſant) whether to fay he could 
or could not create ſuch a being. But 
this I am ſure of, that it were a groſs and 
blaſphemous preſumption, to pronounce 


John Gilbert Cooper junior, Ea, 
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RE VELATION Examined, &c. 


that he ought. Others will determine 
for theniſelves; but, for my own part, | 
thank God I am not, nor would I, for a 
thouſand worlds, believe that 1 am ſuch 
a being. 


T am determined to have as little con- 
troverſy with this g ;cntieman as I can, con- 
ſiſtently with ſtrict juſtice to truth; and 
therefore (all, for the moſt part, con- 
tent myſelf with barely oppoſing the 
authority of 885 and Xenopion to the 
weight of ſo ſuperior a genius, who bears 

- down every thing th at comes in his Way 
vith ſo h. oh a hand. 


Flr begins with Plutarch, in the fo 
low: 3 W Ora Ss. 


worthy of notice, 
“ mentioned by a ny ad thor, concerning. 


ee the infancy of our philoſopher, except 
D 22572 
vey by Plut tarch; G ho {lays that Sophro- 


— 


« niſcus was commanded by an oracle, no! 


LE | FI 
© to contradict his 300; even Whilſt a 
© child, in any thing w hatfoever ; + but 


<« to let him owt the be nt © 1 II diſpo- 
« ſition; for that he had an 1 ward guide, 
e (alli dine g to bis genius or Demon, ct 

WI 1 ſpeak at large in a proper 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 85 


place) which would conduct him thro. 
(life better than a thouſand preceptors. 
But, as neither Xenophon nor Plato 
make any mention of ſo remarkable a 
fact, this ſtory is to be regarded no 
more than as a vulgar tradition; forged 

E «© afterwards, and credulouſly ſwallowed wy [ 
on- « by Plutarch, who always delighted in 
„ WW © prophecies, miracles, and prognoflica- 
100 ol © tions.“ 


we "How pro! bable it may be that this af. 
3 _ of Plutarch was ill or well ound. 
cas ea, the reader will beſt Jud ge from the 
v7 ts paſſage in Socratcs's a: ology for 
himſelf upon his trial. 


1 


To the objection made by his adver-Potarch 
E (ries, that he admoniſhed and exhorted <0: 
L privately, but never in the publick aſſem- 
= blies of the people, he returnedh this an- 
ing wer. The reoſon of thi „ {faith he) 7s, 
<<? Wi 50227 you have oft n beard me ne N in 
ro- many places; namely, that divin a d- 
te as wh; ch attends me, cob. 47 Milet aus 
' WE derided in bis accuſation, but which 25 
3 attended and been Pre 'fent *with me Jr 1 a 
Fo. : 0bich, as often as it comes, binders 
ade, ve from doing wwhat T was about to do, but 
" WE 7ever urges me 70 ny thing: This it a 
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8D ReveLATION Examined, &c. 
that oppoſed itſelf to my medling with fu. 
blick N. ML LY 


Was there not then ſomething mention- 
ed by Plato, which attended Socrates from 
his chil Jhood, and might make the dircc- 

tion of Sophroniſcus unneceſſary to him: 
Mr Oe... BA the truth is, (faith the learned 
per”. blealife- writer ) that it was nothing mire 
for bis fhan that inward feeling, inſeparabl. 


x mo” from the hearts of all good and «ij 
| men, which (excited at firſt by probable 
1 confectures of future events, collected Fram 
bl. Cs a relroſpective view of the paſt, and 4 
x : confideration of the invariable ee en f 


human contingencies) works itſelf, by + 
grees, even into our conſtitution; and give 
_ the breaſt an almoſt prophetick ſenſation i 
What ought to be done, before the ſlower 
faculties of the mind can prove the mural 


"Fonds of the condut, 


That piles I this be really the truth of the mat- 
examined, ter, it is indeed the moſt extraordinary 
(4 had almoſt ſaid, to common thinking, 
contradictory ) truth 1 ever heard of; ; that 
ſuch a faculty ſhould attend any man from Wi 
his childhood; that is, prior to all retro- WF 


{pectve VIeWS of the paſt, and confidern- i 
tion 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 
tion of (what I as little underſtand) the in- 
variable connection of contingencies. For, 


in truth, I know no invariable connection 
but between cauſes, and their neceſſar 


effects: and, when that is the caſe, they 
are, in my humble apprehenſion, no more 
contingencies. So ] have been taught to 


think. 


BESIDES, this incomprehenſible faculty 
(it ſeems) gives the breaſt a ſenſation of 
what ought to be done: whereas Socra- 
tes's Dzmon only gave him monitions of 
what ought not to be done; and that not 
with reſpect to morals, but prudential 
practice. : 


I wouLlD aſk any reaſonable man liv! ing 
Whether this be the true character of eo 
man reaſon in its perfection? never to pro- 
pole any thing to be done, but mercly to 
reſtrain us from doing wrong ? 


Tas learned gentleman has given him- 


ſelf the trouble of recounting the high 
characters which ſome men have given 


of the human reaſon, as if it were ſome- 


thing divine; but he well knows, that 


high-flown, and figurative expreſſions, 


prove nothing. The reader may, i if bs 


Cl 2 


8 4 | ple .nle 


33 


Socrates: 


RREVELATION Examined, &c. 
pleaſe, ſee a farther, and fair anſwer to 
this objection, in Mr. Stanley's life of So- 
crates. In the mean time, he may ſee 
what Socrates himſelf ſaith of it in his 


apology. 


Her tells his jadpes, that the propheticl; 


r ccountof voice of his Demon, which always attend- 


himſelf . 


ed him in the preceding part of his life, 


and checked him in the ſlighteſt things, 
when he was going to do wrong, never 
gave him the leaſt monition upon thi 


occaſion, (which ſarely was of the all | 


importance, when his life was at ſtake 
and this he calls a wonderful thing. 


Now, if nothing but human reaſon was 
concerned in this point, what was there 
that could properly be called a, 
in it? 


AGAIN, what Socrates tells us in one 
place was done by the direction of his 
Dzmon, he tells us, in another, was by 


_ God injoined him to do; enjoined by fru- 


phecies, by ar Cams, and by every other man- 
ner by whe ich the divine decrees command 
men. Are theſe only the mere dictates 
of human reaſon ? or, if 9985 be not, v. a 
it follow from hence that Socrates was 


a1 


REVELATION Examincd, &c. 8 
an enthuſiaſt, or a deceiver? By no 
means: It will only follow, that he was 


a true believer, who felt the direction of 
the Divine Spirit, and obeyed it. 


I VAvE no more to add but this: That, 
if I were a member of the church of 
Rome, as I thank God J am not; or, if 
could believe in more mediators between 
God and man than one, the Man Chrifs 
Teſus, which neither reaſon nor Sc: ipture 
will allow me to do; I could, with little 
ſcruple, join with Eraſmus, in his famed 
cjaculation, of Sancte Socrates, ora pro 

1001S © Holy Socrates, pray for us. 


Ir it be objected, that this ſuppoſition ocr: 
of Socrates's being inſpired, brings him" ration 
too near the. ier ofthe tru! y N 
red prophets of the Old and New Teſta— 
ments, and, of conſequence, brings their 
charact ter lo much the lower : 


I ANSwWER, That I ſee no more ab one” The of 
dity, in ſuppoſing a great variety of degrees ſeclion an- 
and kinds of divine inſpirations „ than in 
admitting (what cannot be denied) a great 
variety of degrees and kinds in human 
endowments, which flo x from tae ſame 
fountain. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


THAT there were ſuch gradations and 
diſtinctions of inſpirations, under the 


Chriſtian diſpenſation, is clear of all doubt, 
from the twelfth chapter of St. Paul's 


Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, verſes 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, II X. 


Ver 4. Now there are diverſities of gifts, but the fo , 
pirit. 


Ver. 5. And * are di eren e of b 
ut the ſame Lord. 


Ver. 6. And there are diwerſities of operations, but i: 
is the Jame God, which wworketh all in all. 


Ver. 7. But the manifeſtation of the Spirit i given to 
every man, to profit withal. 


Ver. 8. For to one is given by the Spirit bs cb of 


abo 3 to another the word of inowleage, by the fant 
Spirit, 


Ver. 9. To another faith, by the ſame Spirit : to another 
_ the gift of healing, by the ſame Spirit. = 


Ver. 10. To another the Working of miracles ; to anc- 
ther propheſy; to another diſcerning of ſpirits ; to anither 


divers kinds of tongues ; to another the interpretation «/ 
tongue. 


Ver. 11. But all theſe wworketh that one and the fel, 


Jame Spirit, dividing to every man ſeweraliy as he ill. 


CH 


14 


=. 


|| 


CHAP IV. 


The ſame Bleſſings continued to Ja- 


cob. Hi, Cbaracter and Con- 
duct examined and defendlodl. 


TE hiſtory of Jacob, until his meet- 


ing and reconcilement with his bro- 
ther; he rape of his daughter Dinah, 
and the cruel revenge taken by his ſons, 
Simeon and Levi, upon Hamor and She- 


chem, are all circumſtances ſo thoroughly 
known, that I deem it altogether needleſs 


to repeat them: eſpecially as the moſt im- 
portant of them are occaſionally touched 


upon in this chapter. And, therefore, 


I ſhall only obſerve, that, when the 


cruelty, now mentioned, rendered him 


and his family hateful to rhe Fenn 
where he dwelt, — God commanded him 
to depart thence, to go to Bethel, to build 
an altar. and to dwell there, — which 
he aid; but Hirt, having (it may be pre- 


ſumed) 
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REVELATION Examined, Cc. 


ſumed) found out the idolatrous practices 
of ſome of his family, he took proper 
meaſures to purify it from that pollution; 

commanding them all to put away the 
ſtrange gods from among them; to be 
len” and to change their garments. — 
And the text faith, that 7bey gave unte 
Jacch all the range 2 rods which were in 
their hands, (which probably were of ſil- 
ver and gold) and all ther ear-rinss, 
which were in their ears; and Jacob bid 

them under the oak, which Was in Shechem ; 
probably to be found in remote futurity, 

and poſſibly to reward the merit of ſome : 
honeſt huſbandman, or artiſt, when the 
abuſe of them was wh. lly for gotten, Or 
unknown. 


66 we may 1 5 
the neceſſity which N found of acting 
in this manner, is at once a ſtrong pro of F 
the pronen eſs of mankind to idola Ty, an | 


the piety of his own zeal, in cutting off 


the progreſs of it, at the expence of 11 wig 
ping his family 5 all their impious and 
polluted orn Sch its, (however = and 
coſtly.) In reward of which, the text 


tells us, that,” when Jacob's family | jour- 


neyed, The terrour of God was upon the 
cities that were round about Ze, 1755 they 


did 
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RE vELATION Examined, &c. 


ſoon after, God appeared unto him again, 
and bleſſed him. Indeed, the victlings 
of Abraham and Iſaac were not only con- 
tinued to him alſo, but, in ſome meaſure, 
increaſed ; as ſhall be ſhewn, in examin- 


ing his Fer in a more particular 


manner; which I now proceed to do. 


To begin then 


93 learn from the firſt chapter of 
John's goſpel, verſe 47. that, when 
ee ſaw Nathaniel coming to him, he 
ſaid of him, Behold an 7 fraclite ndeed, in 
whom 185 19 gulle. 


To underſtand this text rightly, we 


muſt remember, that the children of 


Iſrael were the deſcendants of jacob, whoſe 


name it pleated God to change to that of 


Tirael ; which being in Ae ſieniticth 
con! ending, or veing powerful wi. th God. 

Now Jacob's character, in the! C1 eme 
18, that he Was 2 plain nan, the word 
which is here rendered plain ſignifies, in 
the Hebrew, perjed; and very juſt it 
ſhould be ſo: in as much as 6mplicity 


and plainneſs of mind and manners, is the 


trueſt attendant and character of periec- 
tion 


did not purſue after the ſons of Jacob. And, 


93 
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REVTLATION Examined, &c. 


tion in virtue. And, therefore, the mean- 


ing of the word plain, in this place, may 
be, either that Jacob was a man complete 


and accompliſhed in his manners, in op- 


poſition to Eſau, who was agreſt, rough, 
and fierce, inured to the ſlaughter of the 
creatures which he took in hunting ; or 


elſe, it may mean, that Jacob was a man 


of great fingleneſs of heart, and integrity 


of mind, in oppoſition to his brother Eſau, 
who is diſtinguiſhed by the character of 


cunning. And the boys grew, (ſaith the 


text, Geneſis xxv. chap. and 17. verſe) 
and Eſau was a cunning bunter, a man «0 


the field, and Jacob a plain man, dwelling 
in tents. It is true, a man may be a cun- 
ning, that is, a Acilful hunter, without 
any imputation of fraud, hypocriſy, or 


double dealing; but then it muſt be re- 


membered, that the ſame ſpirit of cun- 
ning and ſtratagem, which employeth 1t- 


ſelf in deviſing how to over-reach the 
beaſts of the field, may very naturally 


proceed further, and exert itſelf in ſurpri- 


ſing, and over reaching beings of a bet- 
ter ſpecies. And we may add, that a 


habit of killing the creatures purſucd, or 
taken in the toils, may be a natural bias 


to cruelty. And this, perhaps, will beſt 


account for what hath been remarked in 
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REVRELATION Examined, &c. 95 


me characters of many men eminent in 

antiquity. Nimrod, the firſt founder of 

abſolute dominion among mankind, ſet 
out with the character of a mighty hunter; 

* and it is particularly remarked of Viriatus 

E the Roman “*, that, from a huntſman, 

E he became a robber, and, from a robber, 

a leader and commander. 


AND this appellation of a hunter was 
a charaCter of more conſequence, in the 
early ages of the world, when the earth, 
in many places, was greatly over-run with 
beaſts of prey; the deſtroying of which 
naturally tended to ingratiate thoſe that 
hunted them into the favour of the people, 
who were protected and delivered from 
ſuch deſtructive enemies: and a habit of 
doing fo, naturally fitted men for the ex- 
erciſes and ſtratagems of war. And this, 
in all probability, was the character of 
Eſau; who, by the ſame arts and habits 
with which he enſnared, conquered, and 
deſtroyed the beaſts of the foreſt, over- 
reached, overcame, and expulſed, the 
ancient inhabitants of Idumea, and poſſeſ- 
{cd himſelf of their dominions. | 


9 Florus, lib. II. cap. 17. 
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ReviLATION Examined, &c. 


IT is true, Jacob, with all his cha. 
rafter of plainneſs and gentleneſs, is not 
thought clear of all imputation of cun- 
ning and guile; fince it is urged that he 
over-reached his brother and father, i: 
the buſineſs of the birth-right and thc 
bleſſing; and his father-in-law, in the 
1 of making the ſtronger cattle pro- 


duce a ec d, and a ſpotted race, which 


was to fall to Bis own lot. 


Tnis I 3 hath often been obiet- 
ed, but I think with little juſtice, and less 
attention; for we read, Gen. chap. x 
ver. 22, 23. that, when the chi Ss 


ſtrug*s led in Rebecca's womb, ſhe inquired 


of God concerning the ages of that con- 
tention ; and was anſwered, that 7Zwo - 


Lions were in ber womb, and that the el er 


ſhould ferve the younger. Now Jacob, to 
whom doubtlets this prophely was com- 
municated, ſaw plainly from it, that ! 


Was app Ointed to obtain the ber, 5 | 


over his brother; and he well knew that 


ſuperiority was inſeparable from the birth- 


therefore, he took the firit 


right; and; 
opportunity of purchaſing it. 


1＋ is true, he dealt ſeverely with his 
brother 1n this agreement: He took ad- 


vantage 


e . ee NN 


REveELATION - Examined, &c. 97 
vantage of his neceſſities ; which no man 
E ſhould do in his dealings, unleſs where 
ſome prior or very particular obligation, 
or ſome engagement of a higher nature, 
require him to do ſo. But it is as true, 
that he dealt not deceitfully by him; 
EF Eſau, knowingly, and wittingly, made 
fale of his birth-right, and confirmed 
the fale by oath; a profaneneſs which 
well deſerved to be puniſhed; for the 
birth-right was the prieſthood, and he 
ſhould have reverenced the divine ordi- 
nance, and confided in the divine pro- 
tection and preſervation in doing fo. — 
And, after this, when Rebecca made uſe 
of an artifice to obtain the bleſſing for 
E Jacob, and commanded him to obey her 
in it, what was her aim? Why, plainly, 
no more than this, that the bleſſing ſhould 
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20 with the birth-right ; that is, that it 
dhould 80 where God had appointed it 
dhould. 
4 3 IAM far 7 04 e e or juſtify- 
: ing artifice in the general, and particu- 
N = larly the artifices of children towards 
WW. their parents; and yet, it is certain, that 
there are caſes, in which it may be the 
f duty of children to delude their parents: 
1 as in the obvious inſtances of fevers and 
1 Vor. III. H phrenzies. 
* | = | 


98 REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 
5 phrenzies. — That Jacob muſt have 
1 right to controul his father, and * 
5 vent bis purpoſe, if he ſaw him ready to 
11 leap down a precipice, or deſtroy his beſt 


. friend, in a fever or a phrenzy, is out of 


| all doubt. And can there be ſo great 
1 a precipice, or fo dangerous and deſtruc- 
VR tive a purpoſe, as oppoſing the expreſs 
| will of God, and controling his ordi- 
| = nances? And, if Jacob knew that this 
0:0 | Was his father's caſe, (as there can be 
Ti | little doubt that be did) it was his duty 
| = do deceive and delude him from it. And allo t 
Til when he did this, in obedience to his WR was « 
| li _ mother's expreſs and repeated command, 3 had: 
| in a matter of divine appointment, he WE had : 
= was under the obligation of a double duty, WT firſt « 
Cl! to act as he did. And Rebecca ſurely to fi 
ill | might well think it juſtifiable in her, to A © dence 
= delude Ifaac's partiality to his elder fon, tion 
| | for purpoſes of fo great importance; {and i from 


yet that partiality will admit of great al- 0 ther's 
leviation, from the prejudice then reigning We | had, 
in the world, in favour of primogeniture); We 
and when Ifaac in that bleſſing gave Ja- Br 
cob the ſuperiority over his brother Etfau, WW ſpirit 
what did he more than fulfil the fore. firſt, 
ordaining of God? And Rebecca, well  ſecon 
knowing that fore-ordaining,had undoubt- We again 
;edly a right ; or, to pe more e R 

oc 
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REVELATION Rasen &c, 
| ſhe was bound to deceive Iſaac, in order 


that ſhe had no right to her ſon's obe- 


| dience, in carrying on the deceit. 


thus: God had expreſsly decreed Jacob 
the ſuperiority over his brother Eſau. 


* g 9 5 * g 8 9 : 
* a ” 5 mY p 4 9 2 
8 1 R ha 2 y * . re LG WS 
10 * Tee E 9 e LEAF WE 
5 boy. cd os N 7 2 7 * * 5 * Fe” ry = 3. we 4 1 
. . 5 N n 1 e SR 
SWT oe 


the ſuperiority was decreed him, knew 
alſo that the birth- right (the prieſthood) 
I was decreed him. Conſequently, if Eſau 
bad a right to ſell that birth- right, Jacob 


| had a right, nay was bound to take the 


CE eee 


The birth-right was the badge of this 
ſuperiority, which always waited upon 
it; and therefore, Jacob, knowing that 


* firſt opportunity to purchaſe it, in order 


NF to fulfil the pre-appointment of provi- 
| dence. And, therefore, the fair preſump- 


tion is, that he bought it, not ſo much 


| l from the advantage he found in his bro- 
EZ ther's diſtreſs, as from the conviction he 
g : bad, that it was his duty. 


Bes1DES al this, the wicked 8 


|. © ſpirit which Eſau indulged in himſelf; 


| firſt, 1 in reſolving to kill his brother, and, 


ſecondly, in marrying two Canaanite wives, 


* againſt the will, and to the great diſtreſs 
H "2 -----0k 


i 
Ti 
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81 
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to fulfil it : And, if ſo, I cannot pronounce 


Taz buſineſs of the birth-right ſtands 
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the Lord, 


REveELATION Examined, &c. 
of his parents, rendered him utterly un- 


worthy of the prieſthood. 


AnD this, at the ſame time, removes 
all difficulty in relation to that declara- 
tion of God by Malachi, chap. 1. ver. 2 
3. Was not Eſau Facob's brother? ſaith 
yet I loved Jacob, and J hated 
Ejau. God cannot but love piety and 
victue, and hate impiety and vice, 


Wire regard to that bleſſing, the 


caſe ſtands thus: the main purpoſe of 
Iſaac's intended bleſſing to Eſau, was to 
give him the ſuperiority over Jacob i in all 
reſpects. Now this intention being in 
direct contradiction to the divine appoint- 
ment, Iſaac had no right to fulfil it; 
conſequently, Rebecca no way in ured 
him in preventing It. Controlling her 
huſband's purpoſe in this point, was co- 


operating with the appointment of God; 


and Jacob ſurely had no right to diſobey 
her in ſuch a purpoſe. And, 
no right to diſobey, bis mother had a 
clear right to his obedience. 


1 


A to Jacob's contrivance, in relation 
to the /portea and ſpeckled cattle, we ale 


to remember, that it was plainly of di- 
vine 


if he had 
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PLAT oN Examined, &c. 


vine appointment, Gen. xxxi. 11, 12,1 z. 

although, if it had not, I cannot pro- 
nounce it an onpardonable artifice, when 
contrived to obtain his juſt hire, from a 
cruel and unjuſt father-in-law, who had 
before ſo often defrauded him; nor do I 
apprehend that, in ſo doing, He any way 
exceeded that permiſſion, or rather com- 
mand, of our bleſſcd Saviour, to join he 
wiſdom of the ſe "ou to the innocence 7 


the dove. 


Tuls, I think, is fully cleared from 
Jacob's appeal to his wives, for that inte- 
grity with which he had ſerved their fa- 
ther, Gen. xxxi. 6, 7. And ye know, that 
with all my power I have ſerved your father, 
and your father hath deceived me, and 
changed my wages ten times, But God 


| ſuffered Hin not to hurt me. 


Jacos had n honeſtly, and there- 
fore he was under the protection of God. 
Laban wronged him, but that wrong 
turned to his own diſadvantage; and God 


ſuffered him AG to hurt Jacob. 


Tur fame integrity and honeſty of Ja- 


| cob's heart was alſo, after this, the ſup- 


port of his confidence in his contention 


H 3 with 


Rever ATION Examined, &c. 
with Laban, verſe 38, &c. Theſe twenty 


years have I been with thee ; thy ewes and 


thy ſhe-goats have not caſt their young, and 
the rams of thy flock have TI not eaten. 
Ver. 39. That which was torn of beaſts ] 


brought not unto thee, I bare the loſs of it: 
of my hand didft thou require it, whether 
ſtolen by day, or ſiolen by night. — 40. Thus 


1 wwas ; in the day, the drought conſumed 
me, and the froſt by might; and my flee 


departed from mine eyes. — 41. Thus have 


I been twenty years in thy houſe : I ſerved 
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, 


and fix years for thy cattle: and thou Hat 


changed my wages ten times. — 42. Except 
the God of my father, the God of Abraham, 
and the fear of Iſaac, had been with me, 
furely thou haſt ſent me away now empty: 
God hath ſeen my aifliction, and the labour 


of my hands, and rebuked thee yeſlernight. 


 Bes1DEs, it is remarkable, that, when 
his (Jacob's) bleſſing had in part taken 


effect, he gave his brother amply of the 


fruits of it. And he gives his btother 


plainly to underſtand this, in thoſe re- 


markable words accompanying his pre- 
ſent, Gen. xxxili. 11. Take, 1 pray ibee, 


my bleſſing that is brought to thee ; — as if 
he had ſaid, I formerly took from you 


the 


REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


of providence, was mine, although intend- 
ed by my father Iſaac for you; I now 
bring part of the fruits of that bleſſing 
to you, and pray you to accept it. 


Axp I own, I think it not improbable 
that Eſau himſelf was, by this time, con- 
vinced of his father's wrong conduct, in 
indulging his partiality to him, in oppo— 
ſition to the divine appointment. — At 
leaſt, I am ſatisfied that Ifaac himſelf 


had full conviction upon that point ; 


when, upon Jacob's going to Padan-aram, 


he called him, and confirmed the bleſſing 
to him in ſo full and ample a manner, 


Gen. xxviii. 3, 4. Aud Ged Almighty bleſs 
thee, and make thee fruitful, and multi- 


ply thee, that thou mayeſt be a multitude of 


people, and give thee the bleſſins of Abra- 


bam, to thee, and to thy ſeed with thee, 
| that thou mayeſt inherit the land wherein 
© Zhou art @ ſtranger, which God gave unto 
E Abraham. J WE rg 


T nave been the longer in this account 


of Jacob's character, to vindicate the 
Scriptures from the imputation of God's 
having diftinguithed a fraudful hypocriti- 


cal man with his peculiar favour. 


H 4 [ 
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the bleſſing, which, in the appointment 
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Re VELATION Examined, 800. 


Inv but little to add to what hath 
been already ſaid on this ſubject, and what 


J eaſily imagine a more enlarged genius 


might dictate, 


Tux firſt is, that the primary ſignifica- 
tion of the word Jacob is a heel; and 
the text plainly favoureth this interpre- 


tation, that the name was derived from 
thence; for the firſt of the twins, we 
find, was called Eſau, or Edom, which 


ſignificth red, becauſe, upon the birth, 
he came out red: and after zbat, ſaith the 
text, His brother came out, and bis hand 


t0:k bold of Ejau's heel, and his name was 


called Jacob, which fignifieth a heel, or 


foot, and may figuratively be interpreted 


a ſupplanter ; becauſe that is the ſupplant- 


Ing part of the human frame, by which 
one man overſeteth, 
other. 
not taken from any 
_ infidious in his E11 as Eſau, in his 


or is overſet by an- 
ee his name was 


thing fraudful, or 


And, 


anger, would inſinuate in the complaint 


to his father; and poſſibly it might be 
partly to redeem him from this abuſe, 
that his name was changed by God from 
Facob to Iſrael; which (as I before ob- 
ſerved) e to be powerful with 


God: 
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REVELATIOYW Examined, &c. 


God : An appellation as honourable as 
the other was infamous. 


Taz ſecond is, that what is generally 


E underſtood as a bleſſing from Iſaac to 
E Eſau, is not fo. 


Tur words in the Engliſh Bibles ſtand 
thus: — Thy dwelling ſhall be the fatneſs 


© of the earth; whereas they ſhould be tranſ- 
| | lated thus : —_ 


Thy dwelling ſhall be from the fat- 


c neſs of the earth, &c.” — and the event 


4 verified the prediction: for he inhabited 


Mount Seir, and the mountainous coun- 
try of Idumea, which were well fitted 
for game, but far from fatneſs. 


Tr1RDLY, that, although the bleſſings 


© conferred on Jacob are not ſo exactly and 


| diſtinctly recounted in the Bible, as thoſe 


pronounced upon Abraham and Iſaac; 


| yet are we informed by Jacob himſelf, in 
the forty-ninth chapter of Geneſis, that 
his exceeded theirs, — when, in his pre- 
dictions to Joſeph, upon his death-bed, 
© he declareth to him, — The bleſſings of 
© {by father have prevailed above the bleſſings 
ny progenitors, unto the utmoſt bound 


of 
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CHAP. V. 


ciples by which God governeth the 


animal World, in the ordinary 


Courſe. --- A remarkable Paſ- 
ſage in Antoninus's Meditations, 


A the character of Joſeph comes next 
11 in order to be conſidered, I humbly 


© hope, that, previous and preparatory to 
the mention of his inſpired endowments, 
it will not be amiſs to inform, or, at leaſt, 


to remind the reader, that there are three 


| great principles, laws, rules, faculties, 
or powers, (call them how you will, for 
lam reſolved not to diſpute) which it hath 
| pleaſed God to appoint his deputies in the 


government of this nether animal world ; 


Reaſon, Inſtinct, and Appetite. | 


ReasoNn, the human privilege, prero- 


gative, and directing power, may be con- 


hdered as a lamp of the Creator, (and fo 


14 ſhort Account of the great Prin- 


the 
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the wiſeſt man that ever lived expreſsly 


REVTLATION Examined, &c. 


calleth it *), originally kindled in the hu- 
man ſoul; very little and dim in the kin- 


dling, and flow in its progreſs to its full 


perfection of light, (yet, even then, too 
apt to miſguide, from the interruption of 
winds + beating back the light, or forcing 
it into wrong directions). And, as it is 
flow in kindling, ſo, in the natural courſe 
of things, it is as flow in its diminution 
and decay into total temporal darkneſs; 


altho' frequently, and ſuddenly quenched, 


before it arriveth at that period. 


InsTINCT, the great governing law of 


the brute world, is a much more lender 


taper, if it may properly be called a taper, 


which ſeems only a gleam occaſionally 
lighted up, by the ſame divine power, 
ſoon kindled, and ſoon 


manently (perhaps but inſtantaneouſly) 


luminous, yet always directing by an uner- 
ring light, being ſubject to no interrup- 


* Prov, chap, xx. ver. 27.“ The ſpirit of man ih 


„the candle of the Lord, ſearching all the inward parts 
« of the belly.” 


+ A charaGier under which the paſſions may be con- 
8 ; APPETITE 


quenched in the 
ordinary courſe : And, although leſs per- 


3 


13 


8 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
APPETITE 1s a principle common to 


both, appointed for the preſervation both 
of the individuals and tpecies of each; 


almoſt always rightly directing the infe- 
rior animals poſſeſſed by it, but often hur- 
rying the ſuperior into monſtrous enor- 
mities. 


ALTHOUGH inſtin be a principle al- 
ways directing rightly, yet, for as much 
as it is not all-ſufficient, but may ſome- 


times fail of its purpoſes, we find it often 


aided by ſomething of a ſuperior nature, 
I know not how; but all the world may 
eaſily know why. I ſhall inſtance in but 


one animal, in which it hath, perhaps, 


been leſs noticed than it deſerveth. 


SWALLOWS, we know, build the walls 
of their neſts with mud, tempered and 
tied together with ſtraw ; but, where mud 


| is not to be found, they carry water upon 


their wings and tail, and turn duſt into 


clay; and, tempering that as they do mud, 
make it their mortar, e. 


Now, making uſe of the materials be- 
fore them, and adapting them to their 
appointed ends, ſeem to be the ordinary 
limits of inſtinct; but to make new ma- 


terlals 


109 


110 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


terials from the combination of ſubſtances 
ſeemingly different, and, at that inſtant, 
contrary in their qualities, the one wet 
and the other dry, appeareth to be the 
work of another power, more enlarged 
and enlightened than ſimple inſtinct, yet 
aiding and aſſiſting to the attainment of 
its ends. hum 


da.) anne On Z 
count of thing yet more extraordinary in that ſpe- 


a ſwallow. Cies of animals. EW I 


Aremark- I MYSELF was eye-witneſs to ſome- MW oper 


I rRxsIDED ſome time in the houſe of and 
a friend, Where a martin (a kind of ſwal- iſ 
low ſo called) built its neſt, at the en- 
1 trance into an old-faſhioned portico, flag- erro 
ged with ſmooth ſtones. The birds were to b 
Wl unfledged, and one of them fell out of of t. 
the neſt, I know not how, upon the is tl 
| floor, and was daſhed to pieces; the next ralhz 
| morning, we were all greatly ſurpriſed hea 
wy | to ſee the neſt neatly and cloſely palliſaded 
BY about by feathers ſtuck deep into a mound 
WA of new mud raiſed about it. 
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Worxs of this kind I take to be what 
Cicero calls Machinatio quædam atque ſo- 
lertia *, (a certain ſubtile deviſing and 
ſagacity). 


D Nat. Door, ib II. T7 - 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 114 
Ir is evident, that ſuch a work 
© formed by man, would immediately, — 
Fy be interpreted an effect of reaſon ; 
and what lower power it can poſſibly be 
aſcribed to in inferior animals, I own, I 
am utterly at a loſs to explain; and there- 
fore I cannot help aſcribing it in my own 
humble, and, I believe, the common 
opinion, to the higheſt of all powers 

operating in them. 
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Is then appetite in the brute world be, 
for the moſt part, regular in its purſuits, 
aud inſtinct unerring; and, on the other 
hand, appetite in the anne ſpecies often- 
times vicious and irregular, and reaſon 
erroneous; the brute world ſeem clearly 
to be better dealt with, by the great Ruler 
of the world, than the rational. And how 13 
is this confiſtent with that opinion gene- —_ 
rally received, that man is the favourite of 1 
heaven? And, in one inſtance, he moſt 4 
undoubtedly is ſo; being clearly veſted 1 
with the dominion of the earth. | 
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Nov, in my e opinion, this e bw | 
' difficulty i is indiſſoluble, upon any other _ 
- WF l{uppoſition than that man was originally = 
created conſummate in his kind, and ex- 5 = 

. empt from the regularities and imper- 0 { 1 
fections 7 |; 
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112 REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


1 1 * 2 5 2 
3 — — rn RE CO ade 
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fections now conſpicuous in him, but un- 
happily fallen from his original perfection. 
And how this could be otherwiſe, than by 
the forfeit incurred by that diſobedience 
of our firſt parents, recorded in the hiſtory 
of Moſes, let thoſe who endeavour to 
diſcredit that hiſtory, explain, if they can, 


Bur why ſhould man, in this fallen 
and imperfect condition, have ſupreme 
rule over all the reſt of the animal 
world ? 


Man's do- I ANSWER, it is evidently for their in- 


minion tereſt that he ſhould. By him, they are 


ee carefully and conveniently lodged, and 


world well fed; by him they are protected in health, 
founded. and peace, and plenty, and would be mi- 
ſerable paſt imagination, if they were not. 
And it is obſervable, that, where inſtinct, 

in ſome animals, is found weaker than 

others, the human care ſupplieth its 

place, for the preſervation of the animals. 


Ir it be objected, that they are often 


deſtroyed and killed, for man's ſupport, 
let it be conſidered, on the other hand, 


that they are in their natures mortal, and 


that it is incomparably better that they 
{ſhould ſuffer ſudden, unforeſeen, and un- 
tortured 


3 RrveLaTtIoONn Examined, &c. 113 
E tortured deaths, from him, than be miſe- 

rably famiſhed, tormented, worried, de- 
ſtroyed, and devoured, by one io SQ 

which would be undoubtedly the caſe, it 

they were unprotected by 2 


4 Bur, ſuppoſe it reaſonable that the Their 
creatures ſhould be deſtroyed by ſudden deftrue- 
and unforeſeen deaths, for the uſe of man, Co, for 
F FE how will this juſtify the deliberate de- man di- 
ſtruction of them, tor our ſport and di- 8 6 
© verſion? 5 


; 1 ANSWER, that they muſt be deſtroyed 
q sa clear point; neither human ſociety, 

vor they themſelves, could otherwiſe ſub- 
ft. 2 


T; HE queſtion then is, whether it be _ 
more reaſonable that ſome of them ſhould _ 1 
be deſtroyed for our pleaſure, than many + 
of them be miſerably worried to death, 1 
to gratify the cruel ſatisfaction of many 1 
of their brother brutes, or all left to their _ Wwe 
own mutual contentions, for their mutual 1 
deſtruction. 4 = j | 


- Buvipis: thoke which are deſtroyed WH. 
more lowly, for our diverſion, are com- = 
; re by few : : many more periſh by guns r | 
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and ſnares, and other ſudden deaths, from 
various accidents, and from one another, 
than by hawks and hounds, in the ſervice 
of man: nor do I apprehend, that their 
grievances are ſo great, in the purſuit, and 
in their deſtruction, for our uſe, as is 
commonly imagined, 


ALL creatures find 11 pleaſure | in 
employing the abilities with which God 
hath bleſſed them, to their true ends: 
for example, 


Tu ſwiftneſs of the hare was given 
TIRE for her ſafety; and, I doubt not, but, in 
8 the beginning of the chaſe, ſhe often ex- 
% ulteth in her ſpeed, and rejoiceth as a 
. giant to run his courſe, or a horſe his 
1 heats; and her courſe endeth full as often 

ty. in her ſafety, after a few minutes, as in 
1 her death: Meantime man's health and 

| pleaſure are promoted, and, perhaps, more 
of theſe creatures (I believe, many more) 
are preſerved for his pleaſure, than de- 
Arge for 1 it. 


Uron the whole, reaſon finds it inf = th 
nitely more eligible, even for the brute WF fii 
world, that all” the creatures ſhould be ne 
under the dominion of man, and one 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 
ted to his uſe, of every kind, than left 
unprotected to all the evils of their own 
free and unreſtrained range. And, if the 
dominion of man over them be ſome— 
times attended with pain and grief, to 
them, ſhould it be expected that they on- 
ly, of all the creatures, ſhould be exempt 
from all the evils which mortality inhe- 


riteth, and from which man himſelf is 


not exempted. 


Bur ſtill it may be urged, that reaſon 
being erroneous in man, and appetite ir- 


regular, and (infinite miſchief flowing in- 


to the world from theſe two ſources) this 
great deputed ruler of the earth is incom- 
parably unhappier than any of his ſub- 
jects; whom inſtinct preſerves uner- 
ring, and whom appetite doth rarely 
miſguide. 


To this, many conſiderations ſuggeſt 
many and various anſwers. 


FIRST, it ſhould be conſidered, that Man, up- 


on the 


man is not left wholly exempt from 


1 2 wit 
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: * whole, 
the guardian guide of inſtinct; for, be- happier 


lides that great guardian of virtue, the than the 


. | . . creatures 
nobleſt and moſt amazing of all inſtincts, ſubmitted 


bluſhing, God hath endowed our nature to him, 
| | | hd Why, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 
with others, well calculated to preſerve 
both the individuals and the ſpecics: I 
ſhall mention but a few inſtances; two 
appointed to preſerve the individual, and 
a third the ſpecies. The firſt is the in- 
voluntary out-cry ſuggeſted to us in the 
inſtant, upon the appearance of danger, 
'This is calculated, at once to intimidate 1 the 
invader, if the danger ariſe from any 
ſuch, and to call all human creatures, 
within reach, to our aid. And although 
this be often ridiculed in the other 


ſex, and conſidered as a feminine infir- 


mity, or (what I believe it ſometimes 


may be) affectation; yet undoubtedly, in 


the appointment of providence, it is in- 
ſtinct: And Homer was not aſhamed to 
endow even the God of war with it, when 
he found himſelf in danger. 


Tux other inſtinct is the awe and im- 
pulſe of fear, impreſſed upon the mind 
by darkneſs. And although this be often 
interpreted ſuperſtition, and be always a 
ground on which to build it, yet it is in— 
deed inſtin& ; well and witely appointed, 


to guard us from many dangers, to which 


We are moſtly expoled in that condition, 


when we are leſs able to defend ourſelves, 
and 


3 
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and the enemy may alfault us to more ad- 
vantage. 


I Tar next inſtance that I ſhall mention, Ine hu- 
is that inſtinctive love of offspring which man ge 
| providence hath implanted in parents, for, — 
the preſervation of the ſpecies ; which the 

© Greeks call Zropyy (ſtorge), ſufficiently 
noticed by wiſe men and philoſophers, 

and controverted by none, that I know of, 

but ſome late opinionated {crap icholars, 

whoſe learning ſeemeth to be made up 

(like pieces of patch-work) of ſhreds and 
remnants, chiefly of poetry and plays; 

but their vanity, mighty and diſpropor— 
tioned | inſpiring them to deſpiſe and in- 

ſult the eſtabliſhed opinions of philoſo- 

phers and divines; as if they were not 

only acquainted with them, but alſo were 

their ſuperiors in ſcience! Their reaſons _ 

for diſclaiming this inſtin& are (as far as 

I can learn) firſt, becauſe ſome fathers 

have told them, they never felt it; and, 
ſecondly, becauſe providence hath fur- 

niſhed the human mothers with ſufficient 
nouriſhment for their iſſue, and made it 

a pain and diſtemper not to apply it that 1 
way; and, conſequently, did not truſt to 1 
inſtinct for the 9 of their young. 1 
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The ob- 


jection 


anſwered, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 

As to the firſt of theſe, the anſwer is 
obvious: They might as well deny that 
brutes are endowed with this inſtinctive 
love, becauſe ſome of them have acted 
againſt it, and devoured their iſſue. And, 
as to the ſecond, they have not well con- 


ſidered, that it might be brought as an 


impeachment of the providence of God, 


if he endowed his creatures with ſuch an 


inſtinct, and did not, at the ſame time, 
provide them with means ſufficient to gra- 
tify it; nor reward the performance, nor 
puniſh the neglect of ſo important a duty. 
Whereas, adminiſtering the breaſt to the 


helpleſs infant, being attended with great 


pleaſore, and the with- -holding it with 


oreat pain; the duty hath now all the 
motives and ſanctions of reward and 


puniſhment ; all the characters of a wiſe 
and good law. And, rherefore, this mat- 
ter admits this plain diſtinction, God, in 
his wiſdom, gave the inſtinct, but did not 
truſt entirely to it, becauſe it might be 


counteracted: And, therefore, he ſecured 


Man aid- 


the main end of the aw by other ſanc- 


tions. 


Ix the next place, let it be conſidered, 


ed by thethat man, beſides the benefit of reaſon to 


race of 
* 


direct him, Is bleſſed with the , 
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unphiloſophical, and unchriſtian enough 


whether it be more incongruous, to ſup- 


Collier: „Let your ſoul receive the 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


of ſomething, if not always equivalent, 
certainly not inferior to the higheſt refine- 
ment of inſtincts in lower animals: And, 
from the ſame fountain, I mean the grace 


of God, which, if any one be hardy, and 
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to deny, I ſhall not attempt to confute 
him; only defire him to conſider calmly, 
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poſe God aiding and direCting reaſonable, 
but fallible beings, with his grace, than 
brutes with inſtints? _ — 


I HALL detain the reader no further Antoni- 
upon this point, than with one ſhort g dtn 
quotation from the third book of Anto- purpoſe. 


ninus's Meditations, as tranſlated by Mr. 


% Deity as your blood does the air; for ._ = 
te the influences of the one are no lets ", hy 
vital than the other. This correſpon- 1 
« dence 1s very practicable; for there is 
an ambient omnipreſent Spirit, which 
lies as open and pervious to your mind, 
as the air you breathe does to your 
lungs. But then, you muſt remember 
to be diſpoſed to draw it.“ 


cc 
cc 
cc 


c 


* 


Ir this gracious gift of heaven ſhould The ob. 

be denied, becauſe it is not found to dwell j Gen to 

5 1 hir anſwer- 
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with the wicked, I anſwer, that men may 
as well deny the exiſtence of the dew, 
becauſe it is not often found upon clods 


and filth, nor even upon graſs trampled 
with polluted feet. 


LzT the grace of God be conſidered, 

as having ſome analogy, ſome reſemblance, 
to the dew of heaven; ; the dew of heaven, 
which falleth alike upon all objects below 
it, (as the grace of God doth upon all 
mankind) but reſteth not upon things 


defiled. Purity abideth not with pollu- 


tion. 


Man ad. IN the laſt place, let it be well conſider- 


ed by re-ed, that man is not, nor ever' was, from 
velation. i 


always ſhone from the creation; although 
it too ſoon ſhone, and {till too often ſhi- 
neth in darkneſs that comprebendeth it not. 


IT will not, I think, be foreign from 
the purpofes of this chapter, to obſerve, 
that, whoever calmly conſidereth the 
powers of inſtinct, and the grace of God, 
will find them ſo nearly allied to inſpira- 

tion, 


the beginning, left to the ſole direction off 
the light within him, but aided by a ſu- 
perior light, that came down from hea- 
ven, I mean the light of revelation; which 
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or 
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tion, as to give little difficulty in concei- 
ving, how eaſily God can kindle the light 
of preſcience in the human ſoul; and 
yet leſs in his enabling the mind, to per- 
ceive the analogy between many dreams 
and realities. 


Tux sx reflections the reader will apply, 
or enlarge, as he ſees occaſion. 


= 
© 
1 4 bY! | : 
a8. 515 
1 13 j 
A $34 
. 937 An 
| *r 4:54 
0 bi be © 
| 
: g 11 1 
1 
11 1 
$1, 
11 
$4 7 
9 4 
91 i 
156 
U 
IH : 


(n) 


CH AF. I. 


A neceſſary Introduction to the Hi 
tory of Joſeph. His Character. 


A Fragment from lian vari- 
ous Hiſtory, which ſeems to re- 


late 10 the Hiſtory of Jacob 


Burial, in Geneſis, — 50. 


THE hiſtories of Abraham, wr and 


Jacob, are naturally ſucceeded by 
that + Joſeph: And the hiſtory of this 
- patriarch is ſo particularly, minutely, and 
naturally related in the Bible, and with 
ſuch fimplicity, ſo many moving and in- 
tereſting circumſtances, that a man, who 
would take upon him, either to relate it 
in his own words or vary the Moſaic re- 
lation, muſt have little compaſſion for 


his readers, or regard to his own credit. 


And I will venture to own, that I am not 
very inſenſible to one of theſe conſidera- 
tions, and, I hope, not entirely to either. 


And, therefore, 1 confide that the candid 


reader 


— wa, FQ 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


reader will readily pardon (it may be more 
than pardon) me, for not preſuming to 
run the hazard of offending him either 
way. 1 wiſh I may be half as ſucceſsful, 
in endeavouring to recount the advan- 
tages accruing to the world in general, 
and to Egypt in particular, from the very 
extraordinary lights poured down from 


heaven upon Joſeph; and, from him, 


diffuſed over the earth, 


AnD yet there are ſome parts of his 
hiſtory ſo very exemplary and inſtructive, 
as makes 1t not eaſy for any one that hath 
the intereſt of virtue at heart, to paſs them 


over altogether unnoticed. Will the pa- 


tient reader permit me to indulge a little 


in one inſtance ? 


JoszpH's perſon was beautiful and His beau- 


graceful; characters which are too often? 


ſtrong ſeductions and temptations to vice, 
from the flattery of ſelf-love, and the 
charms, allurements, and blandiſhments, 


of the other ſex ; but ſeem to have been, 


in Joſeph, rather motives of more caution 


and ſtrict abſtinence, to keep off, and 


carefully avoid all occaſions of commerce, 
and converſation, with her that tempted 


and 


him; the better to ſecure his own virtue, 
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His ex- 
emplary 
prudence 
under 
ter pta- 


tion, 


and redeem hers : Intimacies with fine 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 


women being too often a temptation 7 
take fire into the boſom, to uſe the expreſ- 
ſion of a wiſe man, who, perhaps, ex- 
perienced that truth himſelf. And, I be. 
lieve, it may be admitted as a certain ma- 
xim, that, in caſes of this kind, Zhere 1; 


uo way to be ſafe, but not to ſee. 


AnD, therefore, how fine a teſtimony, 
both of Joſeph's virtue and wiſdom, 


have we in the text, when it informeth 


us thus ? 


And it came to paſs, as ſhe (his ma- 


ſter's wife) /pake to Foſeph day by day, that 


he hearkened not unto her, to lie by ber, 
or to be with ber, ea. chap. XXxix. 


ver. 10. 


Wurx Joſeph was too cloſely preſſed, 


to a compliance with his tempter, his 


reaſons urged for declining all criminal 
commerce with her are ſo ſtrong, and, at 
the ſame time, how ſtrictly decent! How 
could he be guilty of ſo much treachery, 


and ingratitude, to a maſter, who had ſo 


highly favoured, and put ſuch entire con- 


fAdence in pins; committing his whole 


fortune, every thing but her, his wife, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


to his entire direction and diſpoſal. How, 
commit at once ſo great a wickedneſs 
againſt his maſter, and ſo great a ſin a- 
gainſt God! 3 | 


AND what was the conſequence of all 
this purity and piety? 


125 


Sap indeed! the torture of the ſtocks, Hs was 
added to the bitter confinement of a cruel niſhmeat. 


gaol, faſt bound in miſery and iron] And, 


yet, from all this, a perſeverance in inte- 
ority, and a patient ſubmiſſion to his 
chaſtiſements, not only relieved, but 
raiſed him to honour, in the very ſcene 
of his puniſhment: and, when he was 
brought to his trial, (which was not 
until after ſome years of confinement) 
he was fully acquitted, and ſoon after 


highly honoured. — How clearly, and 


yet how conciſely is this tranſaction ſum- 


med up by David, Pſa]. cv.? where, up- 
on the mention of Joſeph's being ſold as 
a bond-ſervant, he adds, Whoſe feet they 


hurt in the flocks : the iron entered into his 
foul : until the time came that his cauſe was 
known : the word of the Lord tried him. 
The king ſent and delivered him, the prince 
of the people let him go free : He made him 
lord alſo of his houſe, ke. 


Tow 
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How fine a lecture of patience and 
reſignation doth all this read to ſuffering 
virtue ! and, at the ſame time, how ex- 
alted and excellent an example of youth. 
ful caution and continency, under great 
temptations ?. N 


His beha- How Joſeph humbled himſelf under 
wor 1% his affliction on this occaſion, may, I 
ment. think, beſt be learned from the forty-firſt 

chapter of Geneſis, at the 14th verſe, 
where we are told, that, when Pharaoh 
ſent for him to interpret his dreams, they 

J brought him haſtily out of the dungeon; and 

1. he ſhaved himſelf, and changed his rai ment, 


i and came in unto Pharaob. 
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FRoM hence, I think it natural to in- 
j fer, that he lived in a ſtate of mortifica- We 
1 tion the whole time of his confinement, 81 
8 until his innocence was upon the point of * 
1 being cleared; not unlike the condition of te 
4 Mephiboſheth, who had neither dreſed . . 
1 his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor waſhed We tl 
1 his cloaths, until the time of David's re- © 
turning to his throne, after Abſaloms WF _ 
rebellion and abuſe. And, poſſibly, Joſeph WW 
lived ſo, until his innocence was brought WF © 
0 the trial. = 7 
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REVELATION Examined, &c, ä 
Ir appeareth plainly, that, although 


he had the whole priſon under his charge, 


and in his power; yet he himſelf lay in 
the dungeon, and lived in ſuch utter ne- 
glect of his perſon, that he was not fit 
to appear before Pharaoh, until he had 
ſhaved his beard, and changed his raiment. 
Indeed, he ſeemeth to me to have mor- 
tified his body, as it were, to make re- 
priſals upon it, for the miſchiefs his beauty 
had brought upon him ; and, perhaps, not 


upon himſelf only, eſpecially if his trial 


was publick, as not improbably it might, 


having been noticed by the king; it could 


not then miſbecome him, that his body 


ſhould appear in a purity, bearing ſome 


analogy to that of his conſcience. 


Having mentioned one very diſtin- His piety 
to his 


ouiſhed virtue in Joſeph, it might ſeem 


eminent than his continence. 


Taz reader will, I hope, pardon my 
tranſcribing this account of it, from an 
author who will think himſelf no way 
injured, or diſhonoured, by the quotation. 
„„ 


6 


R father, 
a great draw-back upon his character, old ie) 


to mention one only ; as if he were emi- blind. 
nent for no other ; whereas, I apprehend, 
that his piety to his father was not leſs 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 
«© Hicn exalted as he was in the 
court of the greateſt monarch upon 
earth, he thought it no leſſening to 
bend before his aged father, and pay 
him all the marks of ſubmiſſion and 


duty. — Nay, and he did this at a time 


when the text aſſureth us, Facod's eyes 
were dim, and could not fee. And, con- 
ſequently, when he could not be up- 
braided by his father for want of due 
reſpect, and, probably, would not have 
been blamed by any other mortal: Fot 
who would have been ſo vain to cen- 
ſure the conduct of one who was, at 
that moment, in the higheſt reputation 
for wiſdom and prudence of all mor- 


tals then alive? Or, if their vanity 


could have carried them to cenſure hi: 


conduct, their fear of Pharaoh's firſt 
miniſter, would certainly have obliged 


them to keep their thoughts to them- 
ſelves. Yet, under all theſe circum- 
ſtances, of his father's blindneſs, his 
own exalted ſtation, unrivaled wiſdom, 
and uncontrouled power, Joſeph's attec- 
tionate and dutiful heart would not 
ſuffer him to diſpenſe with the lea! 
form of reſpe& and veneration to hi: 
aged parent: For we read, that, when 


he brought his ſons from between his 


6 knees, 


e 


RBvELATION Examined, &c. 129 


W «© knees, to preſent them to his father, 
he bowed bimſelf with his face to the 
W « earth. — And, ſurely, there is not any 
bone circumſtance of his grandeur that 
reflects half ſo much luſtre upon his 
character, as this ſingle inſtance of fili- | 
BZ « a] humiliation. —When I confider him 
= © upon his knees to God, I regard him 
EZ © as a poor mortal, in the diſcharge. of 
duty to his Creator, of adorable Ma- 
jeſty, and infinite height above himſelf! 
When I behold him bowing down to 
BE © Pharaoh, I conſider him in the dutiful 
E © poſture of a ſubject to his prince, to 
whom he was indebted for the higheſt 
= © exaltation and honour. But, when I 
= © ſee him bending to the earth, before 
= © a poor old, blind, decrepid father, I _ 
E © behold him with admiration and de- ms 
light. How doth that humiliation ex- 1 


Bur this is not all. Joſeph's filial piety To his —_ 
and affection ended not with his father's meins. 1 
bie; for the text aſſureth us, that, as ſoon | 9 6 
as Jacob expired, Joſeph fell upon his fa- "PA 
= ther's face, and wept upon bim, and kiſſed = 
bum. Then followeth the account of his 1 
commanding him to be embalmed, by his 1 
own phyſicians; and his being mourned 1 
Vol. III. | K 4 by ne 1 
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REVTLAT ION Examined, Kc. 


by all Egypt for ſeventy days *; then 


carried into Canaan, with the moſt mag- 
nificent attendance, and all the circum- 
ſtances of regal honours paid at the obſe- 
quies of the Egyptian kings; and mourn. 
ed yet more, in Canaan, at the floor of 
Atad, for ſeven days. In a word, crown- 


ed with the higheſt funeral pomp and 


honour, that I ever remember to have 


heard or read of, on this fide of deifica- 


tion. Could nature or virtue go farther? 


Tus reader will, I hope, pardon me, 
for barely hinting, that there is ſome rex 
ſon to believe, from the early date of this 
tranſaction, and the received opinions of 
the reſurrection, and the immortality of 
the foul, that the Egyptian practice of em- 


| balming their dead had its original here: 


But this is an enquiry which I deem not 
of ſufficient importance, to be here criti- 
cally purſued ; and therefore I leave it to 
men of more learning, curioſity, and 


leiſure. 


Ax men of that character will, I hope, 
indulge me in recounting a remarkable 


® The ſpace of mourning for their kings was ſevent. 
two days. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 131 
Þ paſſage, from the fragments of Alian's 


© various hiſtory, which ſeems to me not 
b deen from the preſent ſubject. 


Ix is Save related, (Gronov. edit. page Aremark- 

3 © 1020.) that Sinues, ing of the Egyptians, cg _ 

was a remarkably juſt man; in reward of Alian's 
%% morals, God beſtowed many bleſſings Var. bit 

© upon bim, and, among the reſt, a ſacred 

Jie H ineſtimable value, as the Egyptian 

© billory teſtifies, whoſe name was Jachim, 

* Iful in many things, more particularly in 

E omulets and incantations, and ſovereignly 

© il 7 in griefs and diſeaſes, who chequed 

4 3 in their beginning, and mi 2 

le firſt riſing and violent influence Sirius 

de dog-flar ; and, for that reaſon, he was 

buried with moſt magnificent and expenſive 


ws 


_— 


= Now this ſees to me a very imperfect 
account of the character of Joſeph, and 
Tura of Jacob mixed together. That Jo- 
12 was eſteemed a moſt {ſkilful magi- 
| clan, in all the accounts of the Heathens, 
is out of all doubt; and, therefore, what | 
is here related ſeems to be merely in con- 
ee of that character. 


K 2 Kar 


their conduct, not to the ſcore of thei E 


132  REvELATION Examined, &c, R 
TraT the dearth in Egypt was the cruel 
effect of hot intemperate ſeaſons, can, eus 
think, ſcarcely be doubted; and ſuch in. Cen. 
temperance is generally aſcribed to th |” go 
influence of Sirius *, or the dog-ſtur: |" fol 
And, as ſach ſeaſons are generally foun; Pre 7 
to be attended with peſtilences, and grex adde 
mortality of various kinds, this I take t ben 
be the natural deſcription of a ſeaſon pro. fe Vs 
ductive of dearth ; and the man that pre. ſe 
vents ſuch a dearth, may very naturally be? 
deſcribed as a perſon maſterly in mitigz 
ting the influence of Sirius, and drivin 
away diſeaſes; and ſuch a character on 
may naturally expect to be given of o 
ſeph, by one not well ſkilled in ſcriptut 
hiſtory, but deriving his account fron 
the © nan traditions of the Heathae 
world. 
 {oſeph's | I M1GHT add, as well worthy the moe 
affection ſerious and reſpectful attention, in tlM 1 
a. character of Joſeph, his remarkable hu 


manity and affection to his brethren, nd . | 
only in pardoning all their cruelty to hn, . k 
but alleviating, and even annihilating 1%. ; 
as much as compaſſion could; placing 


» Sirius is derived from Lage, Sicco, to dry. 


cue 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 133 


eue and evil intentions, but to the gra- 
cious appointment of divine providence. 
Nen. xlv. and 5. ver. Now, therefore, be 
*F grieved, nor angry with your ſelves, that 
e ſold me hither ; for God did ſend me be- 
hie you, to preſerve life. To which he 
added every circumſtance of endearing 
tenderneſs that 1 could dictate, 


| wor urge. 


= I cannoT however diſſemble, that, 
W.nblemiſhed and extraordinary as Joſeph 
hath always appeared unto me, I yet find 
him blackened by others in two inſtances 
of great guilt; profane ſwearing, and 
being, and owning himſelf to be, a ma- 
| gician. 


Tux firſt is ade out by his ſwearing Objec- 
Eby the life of Pharaoh; and the ſecond tions to 
| by his ſteward's declaring, that the cup phe” 
| found upon Benjamin was that whereby = 
bis maſter did indeed divine: Which x yt 
Eelaration was followed by his own que: WW 
ſtion to his brethren, Mot ye not that juch Wh 
nan as I can certainly divine? Which 1 
ſufficiently implied that he could divine. 


. Now, I think he is cleared from the anſwered, Wi. 
poſt charge by the Hebrew text, which = 
Bp - K 7 ſignificth at 


"rut 
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| magicians z 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſignifieth no more than a ſerious declata. 


tion; for what is tranſlated by the ifs , 
Pharaoh, ſhould be tranſlated, A, Pha. 
raoh liveth, be ſhall not go From hence, un. 


less your youngeſt brother come hither , and 


this, I apprehend, he intended as a deck . 
ration of ſtrict trutn. 


Men have not enough conſidered, that 
his main purpoſe, in both theſe point; 
charged upon bim, was to make his bre. 
thren think him an Egyptian, the better 
to conceal his true character from them. 


THERE is good reaſon to believe, that 
the Egyptians had a way of divining by 


cups; and every one knows, that the wile 
men of Egypt were generally deemed 
and Jeſeph, being the head 
of all that were deemed wile in that re- 
gion, (although his wiſdom was of 2 dif- 


ferent cait) could not be undiſtinguiſhed 


by that character. And Juſtin, the abrid- 
ger of Trogus, makes magick his ſupe- 
rior diſtinction; and therefore, Joſepb, 
to perſonate ſuch a one the better, direct- 
ed his ſteward to ſuggeſt that opinion to his 
brethren; and he ſeems himſelf to confirm 
that ſuggeſtion, by the queſtion now men- 
tioned; and took care to carry on the 

deceit, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 133 
deceit, by treating his brethren with very ( | q 
rough language, calling them ies, Sc. 1 
By which means, he extorted from them ll | 
the true ſtate of the family, and learned, WH! 
what he moſt wanted to know, that his j pl | 
father and brother Benjamin were alive, Jan 
and well. And indeed, I think, the whole Tu Wl 
of his behaviour, on this occaſion, was [550 


ſuch, as, upon a fair enquiry, might well 
become, and indicate a wile, an able, and 

a religious miniſter of ſtate, a pious and 

dutiful ſon, and an affectionate brother. 
And, ſo ſtrong was he in the laſt charac- 

ter, on this occaſion, that when, upon 

ſeeing his brother Benjamin, and aſking, 

Was that their younger brother they ſpake 
of? he waited not for an anſwer, but 

broke out into this fervent prayer, and 

rapturous bleſſing, God be gracious unto 

thee, my ſon. 


In the introduction to this hiſtory of Jacob 
Joſeph, we muſt not omit to enquire, a 
how the bleſſings of Jacob exceeded thoſ? his prope- 
of his progenitors? And I can only con- nitoss. 
ceive, that the ſpirit of prophecy, added 
to the glory and felicity of ſuch a ſon, 
were the bleſſings by which Jacob was 
diſtinguiſhed beyond Abraham and Ifaac ; 
tor, in theſe, we find him highly emi- 

4 nent; 


3 42 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 


nent; as the reader will be fully convin. 
ced from conſidering the forty-ninth chap. 


ter of Geneſis, where the fate of his whole 


family is very particularly and wonder- 


fully foretold ; which ſeems to be prophe- 


tically commented upon by Moſes, in the 
thirty-third chapter of Deuteronomy; but 


which my preſent purpoſe no way Jeadeth 
me to purſue, or explain: But, rather, to 


confine my enquiry to Joſeph, and every 
thing which I apprehend concerneth him, 


And nothing, ſure, can be more remark- 
able in our enquiries concerning him, than 


that he ſeemeth to have been ſent into 
the world, by the Great Ruler of it, to 


fave all mankind from periſhing by fa— 


mine, as Noah was to fave a particular 


family from the flood; a remnant, by 


which to renew the race of mankind, 
and, with them, true piety and virtue in 


the world ; when all the reſt had periſh- 


ed by that dreadful judgment, drawn 
down upon them by all the abominations 
of guilt. bh cs 


Many monuments, and honourable 
memorials of this patriarch, are ſtill ex- 
tant in Egypt; which I ſhall beg leave to 
mention to the reader, as they occafionally 

occur 


3 


* 


REVTLATION Examined, &c. 


occur to me, without a ſtrict attention to 
order or time. 


I SHALL begin with his granaries, well, 
and hall. 


Bor, previous to this, and all other 
obſervations relating to Joſeph, we mult 
remember that the ſpirit of prophecy, with 


all other advantages wherewith Jacob was 


endowed, and diſtinguiſhed above his 
forefathers, he bequeathed to Joſeph, and 
conveyed them to him in the fulleſt and 
ampleſt manner, Geneſis, xlix. chapter, 


24, 25, and 26 verſes. The bleſſings of thy 


father have prevailed above the bleſſings of 
my progenitors, unto the utmoſt bound of the 
everlaſting hills : They ſhall be on the bead 
of Joſeph, and on the crown of the head of 
him that was ſeparate from his brethren. 


THis naturally prepareth us to expect 
ſomething very great and extraordinary in 
the character of this ſon. Indeed, the 
dream of his brethren's ſheaves doing obei- 


E {ance to his, ſeemeth of no ſuch very dit- 
= tficult interpretation, (at leaſt the event in- 


clineth us to think fo) as to deſerve ſpecial 
notice; but his father's interpretation of 
Joſeph's other dream, of the ſun, moon, 


| and : 
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138 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


and ſtars, doing him obeiſance, ſeemeth 
to give ſome ground to believe, that Ja- 


cob himſelf was not unſkilled in prognoſ- 


ticks of that kind; ſince we find that 
this dream made an impreſſion upon him; 
for the text tells us, His father obſerved th; 
ſaying. — And, doubtleſs, this power ©f 
interpreting dreams, if it belong not to 
the ſpirit of prophecy (with which Jacob 
was endowed), as I am fatisfied it doth, 
is nearly allied to it ; and, therefore, the 
account of Jacob's making that bleſſing 
to deſcend upon the head of Joſeph, wa; 
ſoon verified by the event; was fully ma- 
nifeſted in his interpretation of Pharaoh's 
famed dream, the effects of which Jacob 


himſelf lived many years to fee, and the 


whole world could, not long after, ſut- 
ficiently atteſt, 1 


Ir ſhould ſeem natural to conclude; 
from the hiſtory of Joſeph, that Pharaoh, 
in the heighth of his favour, gave him to 


ul 


The pro- Now, the Egyptians are confeſſed to 
bable cf. have been the moſt eminently pious, molt 
ſects of iti. | a * : 

_ diſtinguiſhed for their zeal in the duties 


Joieph's wife Aſenath, the daughter of Potipberab 
NT prieſt of On, the Heliopolis of the Greeks. 


of religion (however miſguided), of the 
| ! 
1 ..-- whole 


8 
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REVILATION Examined, &c. 
whole Heathen world; and the Heliopo- 
litans the moſt remarkably religious and 


wiſe of all the Egyptians. The inference 
pro- 
bable, that they derived their piety and 


then, if not clear, is at leaſt highly 


wiſdom from the moſt pious man then 
known in the world, and the man, at 
that time, moſt diſtinguiſhed for wiſdom. 


A man affianced to them with Pharaoh's 
conſent, and by his authority, and pre- 
ſiding over them, and the realm, with full 


power, by his conſent and authority alſo. 


THAT Joſeph himſelf was well in- 


ſtructed, in all the duties owing to God 


and man, I think, ſufficiently appeareth, 


not only from his deſcent, but alſo from 


the piety and rectitude of his life : and, 
that he inſtructed the Egyptians in the 
way of the Lord, I think highly probable, 


not only from the purity and piety of his 


character, which would naturally prompt 
him to propagate both to all around him ; 
but alſo, from the circumſtance of his 
alliance now mentioned, 


Axp, whereas we find 3 religious 
inſtitutions eſtabliſned among the Egyp- 


tians, bearing a ſtrong reſemblance to thoſe 


eſtabliſned by Moſes . the Iſraelites, 
but 


139 


4 — . . . * * 
2 * WW 
— . — 22 3 


140 


REeveELATION Examined, &c. 


but prior to them; from whence can we 
derive their origin, or, at leaſt, the im- 
mediate practice, ſo * as from Jo- 


ſeph? 


THEIR prieſts were early circumciſed. 
Joſeph's great-grandfather, Abraham, was 


the firſt mortal that underwent this pain- 


ful and, at his time of life, dangerous rite. 
Nor can the Egyptians, or their advocates, 


pretend a priority in that practice, con- 


ſiſtent with common ſenſe or hiſtorick 
credit. 


Tux Egyptians aſſume to themſelves 


the honour of being the firſt inventers of 


altars ; but, in this, they err. That the 


firſt altar was built by Adam, to make 
attonement for his guilt, may, I think, 
be fairly concluded from the ſtate of 
things at that time; more particularly 


from the raiment of ſkins, with which 


God cloathed him and Eve, it not being 


eaſy to imagine for what end the crea- 


tures could be ſlain at this time, otherwiſe 


than for ſacrifice : Nor can we doubt that 


altars continued to be built by the godly 
till Noah; and Noah, we find, built the 
firſt altar after the flood ; and Joſeph's 


er nner, Abraham, the great ex- 


ample 


= 
Wc. 
13 


Rx VELATION Examined, &c. 


ample and ſtay of religion, built altars to 
God wherever he ſettled, and made thoſe 
ſcenes places of divine worſhip; and his 
ſon Iſaac, and grandſon Jacob, continued 
the practice. He (Jacob) was the firſt 
man we hear of that erected a pillar of 


J one ſtone, in honour of God, and anoint- 
| ed it with oil; as, by the law of Moſes, 
the tabernacle, which was God's houſe, 


and all things in it, were conſecrated with 
an holy oil ; which ſeems to have been 


a preſcription to the Patriarchs prior to 


that law. A practice that was afterwards 


religiouſly followed by the Egyptians, 
who erected many obeliſks to the ſame 
purpoſe. And we know, that others have 


carefully imitated them in this point, par- 
ticularly the Druids of theſe nations. 


Tart Egyptians were remarkably clean- 


ly, and their prieſts wore linen garments 
in their publick offices of devotion, ab- 


ſtained from wine, &c. upon thoſe occa- 
lions : And theſe, I make no doubt, were 


parts of the charge given by God to 
Abraham, and carefully attended to both 
by him and his deſcendants ; and, pro- 


bably, from them among the Egyptians. 
And the probability will become yet 
ſtronger, when we conſider that theſe 
were 
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Joteph 1 in ſupreme power, 


RxvELATION Examined, &c. 


were parts of the divine ordinances, which 
it could be no way neceſſary to alter, or 


add to, by the ſubſequent laws of Moſes. 


IT were eaſy to carry the parallel far- 
ther, but my purpoſe 1s only to ſhow, 
how carefully the wiſdom of God con- 
trived to propagate the practice and purity 


of true religion, all over the earth, in the 
wiſdom and purity of his ordinances, en- 
Joined to Abraham and his deſcendants, 


And I am fully fatisfied, that this was 


one reaſon, why thoſe deſcendants were 


multiplied incomparably, beyond thoſe 


of any other man we hear of, over the 


face of the whole earth; and one of 


them born of an Egyptian mother, and 


married to an Egyptian wife, that Jo- 
ſeph's example, and reformation, might 
find the eaſier admittance among them. 


In the ſubſequent gion, I ſhall en- 
quire, as well as I am able, into the ef- 
tes which followed Pharaoh's placing 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of many magnificent Egyptian 
Buildings, of great Antiquity, 
now in Ruins, aſcribed to Fo- 
ſeph, Bridges, Granaries, Well, 
and Hall. 


1 12 nothing more agreed upon, by 


modern travellers into Egypt, than 
that they found the name of the Patriarch, 
Joleph, in ſuch univerſal eſteem and vene- 
ration among the old natives, and ſo freſh 
in their memory, wherever they went, 
that they are ready to aſcribe every thing, 
of very extraordinary art and advantage to 


the country, to his invention and contri- 
vance. ä 


Taos, they aſcribe to bm the Gre The ce 


as erected to meaſure the riſing of the feed i 
ile, when it overflows; and, to him, meaſure 


they aſcribe the building of many very * riſing 


antient, and moſt magnificent bridges, Nile. 


made of brick, to pals over the Nile, Great 


hen ruins of 
W N bridges. 
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uſe to mankind, than conveyances of this 


no invention more worthy of a divine 
original: I know no man, or age, or 


be ſo naturally aſcribed, as to the age and 
_ perſon of Joſeph; a man divinely in- 


when it overflowed the country, now in 
ruins. To this end, it was neceſſary that 
the arches ſhould be very high, as they 
are now found to be. : 


AnD, as I know no account of bridge: 
ſo antient as theſe, nor any region where 
ſuch works were more neceſſary; and, 
as there are few inventions of greater 


kind, eſpecially over great waters, I know 


country, to whom, or to which, it may 


ſpired. 

He had wealth enough to effect it; 
which no one, of more remote antiquity, 
could have ; and none, of leſs antiquity, 
is pretended, or ſo much as mentioned, 
to be the author of fuch ſtupenduou: 
works; nor could they fo eaſily, and ſo 
effectually, be carried on in any other re- 
gion under heaven, or in any ſeaſon, as 
when the Nile was dry for ſeven years, 
as, in all probability, it was during the 
continuance of the dearth : The- only 
time in which we can ſo eaſily conceive It 
. 8 „ poſſible, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


| poſſible, that ſuch works ſhould be devi- 
ſed and executed, 


THAT the fower of Babel was made of 


burnt bricks, 1s beyond all doubt, and 
that the ſubſequent buildings, of great 


antiquify and magnificence, conſiſted of 


like materials, there is good reaſon to be- 
lieve. Babylon, we know, was ſo built; 
and the children of Iſrael, we know, 
were long employed, in providing and 
Working up ſuch materials, 


Wav the Tower of Babel was ſo built, 
might poſſibly be, becauſe the earth of 


that country was remarkably fitted for 


works of that kind, and, probably, ſup- 
plied no ſtone for ſuch uſes. But this 


reaſon (which I by no means pronounce _ 


to be the true one) ſeems to ceaſe, with 


regard to Egypt, which abounded in a 


oreat quantity and variety of excellent 
| ſtone. May I then be x an to con- 
jecture, that it might ariſe from the per- 
manency of brick beyond ſtone, experi- 
enced not oaly in their different durations, 
under the influence and eating of air, but 
alſo, more remarkably, in the deluge; 

an immenſe quantity of which laſt mates 


rial was worn away, by the continuance 


. 
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are well known to reſiſt waſtes of this 


whether of brick or ſtone, whoſe origin 


(that I could learn) any bridge of brick in 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 

« heavy rain for forty days; and, poſſi- 
, farther diſſolved (as ſome naturaliſts 
06s judged) by the operation and influ- 
ence of the waters, very variouſly com- 
pounded, fluctuating for many months 
upon the earth. Now bricks, hard burnt, 


kind, beyond any other materials we are 
acquainted with. This conſideration could 
not fail to influence the practice of build- 
ere, for ſome ages after the flood, And, 
therefore, if diſputes ſhould at any time 
ariſe concerning the antiquity of ruins, 


could not be aſcertained by any proper 
marks or memorials, either of antiquity 
or recency, appearing on either ſide, we 
ſhould naturally conclude thoſe of brick 
to be 11880 


Now, two things, relating to this ſub- 
ject, ſeem to me ſome what extraordinary. 
Firſt, that no ancient author, from Hero- 
dotus to Diodorus, hath ever mentioned 


Egypt; nor any bridge of ſtone, prior to 
that of Cheops, who ſucceeded Ramp- 
ſmitus, ſeveral ' generations after Solo- 
mon. 


IN 


ReveELATIon Examined, &c. 
Ix the next place, that there ſhould be 
no bridge built over the Nile till that 
time, ſeemeth noways probable or credi- 
ble; and, if there were any, how can we 
account for the ſilence of all antiquity 
upon that point ? 


InDeeD, no otherwiſe, in my humble 
opinion, than from the general practice 
of all Heathen -writers, who religiouſly 
forbear to make mention of any Jew, or 
Jewiſh work, unlels to reproach or abuſe 
them. Nor can we except even Trogus 
himſelf, upon this point : For, although 


he makes honourable mention of the 


Patriarch Joſeph, yet it is with the abate- 


ment of calling him a magician. And 


yet it ſhould ſeem, from the antiquity 


and materials of the great ruins ſtill ex- 
tant, that there were bridges in Egypt 


prior to that mentioned by Herodotus ; 
but left unnoticed, and unrecorded, for 
the reaſon. now mentioned. | 


AND yet, what ſeems full as extraor- 
dinary, ſome works of great utility and 
E magnificence, in their kind, now extant 
j in that region, and denominated from 


him (Joſeph) to this day, many of our 


travellers, "who believe the Bible, are fond 
„ 8 
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Joſeph's 
granaries. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
of aſcribing to any other, they know not 


who; I verily think, without any foun- 


dation of truth, or even of probability, 
TI ſhall, at preſent, mention only his gra- 
naries, his well, and his hall. 


TuAr the granaries, called Joſeph's, 


are a work of great antiquity, cannot be 


denied. That Joſeph built granaries in 


every city throughout Egypt, is out of all 
doubt. Theſe granaries, Dr. Pocock ſays, 
are ſquare courts, encompaſſed with wall 
about fifteen feet high, ſtrengthened with 
ſemicircular buttreſſes: but he hath not 


particularly told us, how large the courts 
and buttreſſes were, or how thick the 
walls. Yet, as it is preſumed, he meant 


that we thould be informed by the ſcale 


annexed; and it appears from thence, 
that one of theſe granaries, at Cairo, was 
ſeven hundred feet long, and about fix 
hundred broad; divided into ſeven com- 

artments, for the ſeveral kinds of grain : 


And, as he hath been very particular in 
the dimenſions of the ſemicircular but- 


treſſes, that ſupported the walls of the 
cauſeway, leading to the great pyramid, 
which, he tells us, were fourteen feet 


diameter, I think we may fairly conclude, 


that, as 5 theſc buttreſſes were of the fame 
nature, 


REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


nature, they were probably of the like 
dimenſions, or, it may be, larger; in as 
much as granaries of corn, being made 
up of incoherent grains, muſt probably 
have a greater lateral preſſure than almoſt 
any other ſubſtance, except fluids. He 
further tells us, that ſix yards of this 
granary were (I ſuppoſe he meant at the 
time of his ſeeing it) filled with wheat, 
for the uſe of the ſoldiers, and one with 
barley, for the horſes, 


Hz likewiſe tells us, the people there 
ſay, there were ſeven of theſe granaries, 
(I ſuppoſe, they meant in Cairo); and 
ſince only fix yards of one of them con- 
tained grain ſufficient for the Egyptian 
ſoldiery, (which, if I miſtake not, are com- 
puted to be about twelve thouſand); how 
great, and how many, may we ſuppoſe 
thoſe granaries to have been, which con- 
tained grain for the ſupport of the whole 


known world? For we are told, in the 


Sacred Hiſtory, that He dearth was in all 


lands. — And we are informed, by ſome 


of the Roman miſſionaries, that they met 
with authentick accounts of its having 
been 1 in China, 


L 2 WERE 
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 ReveLaTION Examined, &c. 
WERE there any pretence, or colour, 


of either fabulous, Heathen, or Arabian 


hiſtorian, aſcribing theſe works to any 
power, or the uſe of them, to any time 


later than that of Joſeph's, we ſhould 


certainly hear it from every travelling E- 
gyptian currier, and find our ears loud] 


ſtunned; but neither is pretended, that 


I know of, nor is it any way incredible, 
that the growth of grain in Egypt, during 
ſeven years of prodigious fertility, wiſely 


managed, and well preſerved, ſhould ren- 


der that kingdom a granary, for ſeven 
years, to all the then known world; 


when it is well known, that it was for 
many more years, and without the ad- 


vantage of the ſame growth and manage- 


Objec- 
tions to 


this 0p1- 


nion, 


ment, the main granary to the great Ro- 
man empire, and is to the Ottoman at 


this day. 


Bor it is objected, that theſe granaries, 
now vended for Joſeph's, are of very 


mean and patched workmanſhip ; with 
no appearance of ſuch venerable antiquity 


as thoſe of Joſeph muſt have had. 


anſwered. I ANSWER, that this objection mull 


hold equally againſt every work of known 


s and 


E "= 


3 


-*66 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


and venerable antiquity, under the Saracen 


dominions; all which are moſt ſcanda- 
ouſly patched, ruinous, defaced, and de- 
formed. And it is well ha that no 
work, however great and excellent, and 
calculated for permanency and perpetuity, 


can ſtand the united devaſtations of time 
and Turks: 


which things are now found there, may 
often be conſidered as good proofs of 
their antiquity. 


Tris is certain, all travellers, of curin- 
fity and credit, make mention of theſe 
granaries. One * tells us, he faw great 
ſeraglios at Cairo, very high, and propt 
up by buttreſſes, aid to be Joſeph's gra- 


naries ; 


ing, 2nd put to the fame uſe. Mr. The- 


venot ſays of them, 7hey are very ſpacicus 


balls, and, at preſent, 


corn 1s. kept 77 
N 


0 Sandy s Travels, act II. page 130. Here we 
ſaw certain great ſeraglios, exceeding high, and pro: t 


up by buitieſſes : Theſe they call /he gran d te: f J 


8 againſt the ſucceeding famine. In all there be ſcven, 


three ſtanding, and employed to the ſelſ-ſame ule, the 
“other ruined.” | 


L 4 AND 


in ſo much, that the very 
ruinous and contemptible condition, in 


three af which were then ſtand- 


#* /eph, wherein he hoarded corn, in the i of plenty 5 
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159 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Weke there any pretence, or colour, 
of either fabulous, Heathen, or Arabian 
hiſtorian, aſcribing theſe works to any 
power, or the uſe of them, to any time 
later than that of Joſeph's, we ſhould 
certainly hear it from every travelling E- 
gyptian currier, and find our ears loudly 
ſtunned ; but neither 1s pretended, that 
1 know of, nor is it any way incredible, 
that the growth of grain in Egypt, during 
ſeven years of prodigious fertility, wiſely 
managed, and well preſerved, ſhould ren- 
der that kingdom a granary, for ſeven 
years, to all the then known world; 
when it is well known, that it was for 
many more years, and without the ad- 
vantage of the ſame growth and manage- 
ment, the main granary to the great Ro- 
man empire, and is to the Ottoman at 


. — 


this day. 


Objec- Bur it is objected, that theſe granaries, 


as to now vended for Joſeph's, are of very 
= mean and patched workmanſhip ; with 
no appearance of ſuch venerable antiquity 


as thoſe of Joſeph muſt have had. 


anſwered, I ANSWER, that this objection mull 
hold equally againſt every work of known 


and 


= 
128 


A 


REVELATION, Examined, &c. 


and venerable antiquity, under the Saracen 
dominions; all which are moſt ſcanda- 
louſly patched, ruinous, defaced, and de- 
formed. And it is well Wane that no 
work, however great and excellent, and 
calculated for permanency and perpetuity, 


can ſtand the united devaſtations of time 


and Turks: in ſo much, that the very 
ruinous and contemptible condition, in 
which things are now found there, may 
often be conſidered as good proofs Of 
their antiquity. 


Tus is certain, all travellers, of curio- 
fity and credit, make mention of theſe 
granaries. One * tells us, he faw great 


ſeraglios at Cairo, very high, and propt 
up by buttreſſes, ſaid to be Joſeph's gra- 
naries; three of which were then ſtand- 


Mr. The- 


ing, and put to the ſame ule. 
venot ſays of them, 7hey are very ſpacious 


balls, and, at preſent, corn is te pt 11 
them. 


5 Sandy” 5 Travels, book II. page 136. Here we 
* law certain great ſeraglios, exceeding high, and projt 
up by buttreſſes : Theſe they call the gran ies of F 
& " ſth, wherein he hoarded corn, in the years of plenty : 
againſt the ſucceeding famine. In all there be fever, 


* three ſtanding, and employed to the ſelſ-ſame ule, the 
'* Other ruined,” 


L 4 AND 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 
AND here I beg leave to obſerve, that 


this is one of thoſe divine truths that de- 
monſtrate themſelves : there could be no 
great demand for ſuch granaries as theſe, 


at any time, that we know of, but this, 


from the foundation of the world, 


Bor, what theſe travellers call; grana- 


ries, I take to be more properly ſome | 


remains of the ſtore-houſes, which ſo- 


ſeph built on that occaſion all over Egypt; 


in as much as, one calls them feraglios, 
and another great halls; which ſeem to 
imply great covered buildings : Whereas, 


what are now ſhown as his granaries, 
are all uncovered. And this very cir- 


cumſtance 1s, to me, a ſtrong proof of 
their antiquity, and the redundance of 
grain depoſited in them. — The ſtore was 


ſufficient, not only for men, beaſts, and 


tame fowl, but for the wild alſo. 


I BEG leave to oblerve, on this occaſion, 


that all national traditions, vended with 


one voice by the natives, and ſupported 
by hiſtory, and monuments of great an- 
tiquity, ought to have great (and, to my 


thinking, irreſiſtable) weight : And, there- 


fore, with ſubmiſſion, no man can ſuffer 
in the credit, either of his judgment or 


his 


113 
8 "I 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 

his candour, by ſupporting this part of 
the Egyptian accounts concerning the Pa- 
triarch Joſeph. 


To what hath been ſaid, in relation to 
the patched, and ordinary appearance of 
workmanſhip in theſe granaries, many 
other conſiderations might be added. 


Tuxv were occaſional buildings; and 
the immediate occaſion, which called for 


them, required only a duration of not 


many years; but, at the ſame time, the 
uſe to which they were applied required 
that they ſhould be very ſtrong ; and that 
ſtrength, in a great meaſure, inſured a 


much longer duration, but called for no 
beauty, or elegance of building: Many 
future occaſions of uſing them might 
ariſe, and they were, in their nature, ap- 
plicable to many other uſes. All which 
made ſtrength a conſideration of impor- 


tance, but created no demand of art and 


elegance in the ſtructure. 


Ox thing, indeed, is well worth our 


notice, that 3 of theſe granaries were 
left uncovered. to the open Air. — The 


climate in which they were built, rarely 
viſited with rains, greatly tended to ſecure 
the 


11 
9 


154 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


the grain from corruption, and, at the 
lame time, opened their bounty to all 
the birds of the air, who live upon theſe 
fruits of the earth, in that repion and 
many other; who muſt, otherwiſe, have 
periſhed in this deſtructive dearth. A con- 
ſideration well worthy of attention, in g 
benevolent and beneficent miniſter, inſpi- 
red, and exampled, by that God, 00 


openeth hrs hand, and filleth all things living 


with e X 


Vanſleb's App to this, that, among many curious 
Farben obſervations, in relation to Egypt, tranſ- 
corn. mitted to us by F. Vanſleb, R. D. he 

| tells us that, on the ſeventeenth of Jane, 
(annually) ſome dew-drops fall, towards 


the latter end of the night, in Egypt, 


which purity the air; for, as ſoon as they 


fall, the plague ceaſes to be mortal. This 


dew, faith he, gives life to every thing ; 


and, when it falls upon the wheat, it cau- 
ſeth it to continue many years without cor- 
ruption or worms; and ſuch corn is far 
more nourtſhing, than that corn upon which 
it never falls: For this cauſe, they never 
houſe the corn for the Grand Signior in 


the barns, till this dew is fallen upon it. — 


However, as heavy rains are ſometimes 
Shown to have fallen in Egypt, Joſephs 


Prudence 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


prudence would not ſuffer him to truſt- 


all the grain to uncovered courts ; and, 
therefore, he built covered granaries all 
over the country. 


LILY 


Tux accounts left us of Joſeph's well, Joſeph's 
are ſo various, and contradiQory *, that ell. 


have been ſcarcely able to come to any. 
determination relating to the author of it, 
excepting that, upon the whole, the tra- 


dition of the natives ſhould, I think, take 


place. Some call it the work of the viſier 
of an Egyptian califf, and allow it to be 


E wrought only fix hundred, at moſt, others 


ſay ſeven hundred years ago. — Others 
call it a Perſian work; and others poſi- 


tively pronounce it a Babylonian work, 


and, apparently, not without ſome reaſon, 
from the great antiquity of that people in 


Egypt. Although others aſſign it as the 


O 


only reaſon, that thoſe people were inured 


to fatigue, under Ninus and Semiramis, 
and had a particular liking to the marve]- 
lous; and, therefore, they were willing 
to ſignalize themſelves by ſo bold an at- 


I chink, it is allowed to be two hundred and four 
ſcore feet deep; with an aperture, one ſays, of eighteen, 
ochers, of about ten feet ſquare, cut through a rock; 
which ſome call ſoft, and others hard free ſtone ; and 
the waters, ſome call brackiſh, and others ſweet. 


tempt. 


f 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 
tempt.— The reader will eaſily obſerve, 


that theſe opinions, concerning the anti- 
quity of the work, are a plain contradic- 


tion to the opinion of thoſe, who vend 
it for the work of an Egyptian caliph. 


Sour treat this well, as a ſtupenduous 
work, and ſuch as mult take an incredible 


time to perform: others (Mr. Mailett 
particularly) think it might be performed 


by twenty men in twenty years, all but 
the great ſtairs that ſcrew round it; that 


is, all but what is, by much, the work of 


greateſt art and labour. And, for as much 
as the way to the top of the hill is alſo 
cut through the rock, and contrived with 


the like eaſe of aſcent, as the well is of 
deſcent, the antiquity, and ſimilarity of 


the work, ſeem to beſpeak a ſamenels ot 


age, contrivance, and deſign ; and give 

a better ground to the conjecture of both 
being the work of one contriver. And, 

whereas ſome writers have compared the 
labour of the well, alone, to the difficulty 

and magnificence of the pyramids, the 


united art and labour of both ſtructures, 


diſtinctly and carefully examined, together 


with the reports and conjectures of long 


conveyances from the doors, on each fide 


of the bottom of the well, now ſhut up, 
„ will 
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REVELATION Examined, &c, 


will enable us to examine more accurate- 
ly into the juſtice, or errour, of the com- 
partion. 


Now, as this work of the well was 
New, I in the Old Cairo, not in the 


ew, I think, it is much more credible 


that it is rather a work of very antient, 
than very recent date ; eſpecially as Mr. 


| Maillet ſays, he met with ſeveral wells of 
the ſame kind (not pretended to be of 
like magnificence) in Old Cairo, all which 
map reaſonably be preſumed imitations of 

| this great work. 


Axy as Miſr, the antient name of this 
C city, is plainly deduced from Miſraim, 


the firſt king of Egypt; it is natural to 
think, that works of great magnificence 


were firſt begun here ; eſpecially, as the 
ſituation and circumſtances of the place 


ſet it forth as the moſt proper reſidence 


for royalty. 


Ir muſt be owned, Doctor Pocock's 
authority is directly apainſt my opinion, 


and thoſe of many others; but, as we 
know not by whom that is ſupported, he 
having mentioned neither the names or 
characters of the Arabian hiſtorians, who 


haye 


a 


157 


| 158 REVELATION Examined, &c: 
1 have led him to this belief; I muſt own, 
Il! that the unvaried tradition of the natives, wit 
1 added to the nature of the work, have oth 
it} much more weight with me; and, I was 
think, might reaſonably have more, with hut 
every candid enquirer, than ſuch hiſto- the 
rians, though they were known to have qui 
ſome credit in the world; whereas, it ii pet 
well known, that both Stillingfleet, Gro- ane 
tius, and Caſaubon, treat them as creatures get 
moſt contemptibly ignorant, falſe, and for 
fabulous. . * thi 
1 „ in 
Ap, to ſpeak the truth freely, I am 
clearly of opinion, that the Mahometan 
5 Egyptians are entitled to as little credit as gre 
the Arabian hiſtorians. They are groſsly an 
ignorant, and deteſt the Jews; and, there- he 
fore, are ready to give the glory of any oe 
extraordinary work (however abſurdly) to ba 
any other perſon. — I ſhall trouble the lox 
reader but with one inſtance. — Some of 
them tell us, that the city of Cairo, which 
was one of the greateſt and moſt magni- m. 
ficent in the world, was built by a general 1 au 
of one of the ſultans, who turned his WF ti 
camp into a city. Which may, poſſibly, on 
be true of New Cairo, but not of the Old, ch 
which is deemed the moſt ancient city of WF nc 
Egypt, after Memphis. Others ſay, that 
4 | +: 8 
. I 
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ReveLATION Examined, &c. 


it was built by a Sclavonian ſlave, together 


with the temple, moſt famous in it; and 
others inſiſt peremptorily, that the caſtle 
was built by Saladin, about ſix or ſeven 
hundred years ago, although it hath all 
the marks and characters of great anti- 


quity; and appeareth to have been built 


before the city, as it is natural to believe, 
and as J am fully perſuaded it was: For 
defences are built for ſecurity, and, there- 
fore, more prudentially built, before the 
things to be defended can be ſecured with- 
in them. 


Tux well is, confeſſedly, the work of 
great ſkill and maſtery in mechanicks, 
and highly admired by all who ever be- 
held it. — And, that this ſhould be the 
work of a Barbarian Turk, in a moſt 
barbarous age; let who will believe, al- 
lowing me the N to diſbelieve it. 


1 MUST own, . not greatly to 
my honour) that the enquiry after the 
author of this well hath coſt me more 
time and trouble, in this work, than any 
one entire diſſertation beſides. And, al- 


E though, 1 muſt confeſs, I have met with 
no demonſtrative proof upon the point, 


yet 
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REVELATION Examined, &c; 


yet have I found whereupon to conclude 


deciſively in myſelf, and to my own entire 


ſatisfaction, that it is the work of Joſeph 


the Patriarch, 


STRABO, in the ſeventeenth book of 


his geography *, tells us, that there is, 
in the Egyptian Abydos, a well, lying in 


profundity, in ſo much, that they deſcend 


to it by arched winding ſtairs of great 


ſingle ſtones, excelling, both in ſize and 


ſtructure. And he adds, that there is a 


trench dug from the great river to the 
place. : 


Now, the ſituation of this city agrees 


well with that of Old Cairo, and the de- 
ſcription of that well confines it to that of 
_ Joſeph ; there being no other, throughout 


all Egypt, which hath the leaſt appear- 


ance, or colour, of fuiting this deſcrip- 


Mok OVER, eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians re- 
port it, as a received opinion, that the 
body of Joſeph was depofited here, un- 
til it was carried back by his own people 


Into Canaan, as he himſelf expreſsly en- 


Edit. Hannov. 
joined 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


joined them by oath, that they ſhould “. 


And nothing, ſure, was more reaſonable, 
or natural, than that his body ſhould, in 
the mean time, be depoſited in a place 
where ſo remarkable a memorial of his 
his king's intereſt, ſubſiſted; and was like 


to continue for ever. And, 


place was after wards appointed an n epiſ- 
copal ſee. 


As for the pretence of ſome people, 


{ſmall reſemblance, as Abutick, Auco, and 


remains of ſuch a well, I regard it not. — 
Nor, I * will the candid reader. 


* Gen, chap. J. ver. 25, 20. and Exod. chap, xiii. 
ver. 19. 

Gen. I. 25. And Joſeph h took an oath of the chil- 
* dren of Iſrael, ſaying, God will ſurely viſit you, 

"and ye ſhail carry up my bones from hence.” 


8 years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put 
„in a coflin in Egypt.” 
Exod. chap. xiii, ver. 19 
bones of Joſeph with him: for he had firaitly ſworn 
* the children of Iracl, ſaying, God will ſurely viſit 


you; and ye ſhall carry up my bones hs, hence with 
«cc you, 9 | 


You; SH. M 


AND, 


wiſdom, and ſkill, and great attention to 


poſſibly, it 
might be in honour of Joſeph, that the 


that the antient Abydos is now known by 
ſome other names, of very remote and 


Aidos, without any report, pretence, or 


Ver. 26. o Joſeph died, being an hundred and ten 


19. And Moſes took the 
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ReveELATION Examined, &c, 


AnD, for as much as Strabo gives no 
hint, either of its antiquity or author,! 
take it for granted, that it was not then 
deemed a recent work; and either, that 
no age, or author, was then reported of 
it, or that they were ſuch as he did not 
care to honour by his report, 


STRABO ralaces alſo, that, in this Aby- 
dos, was the famed palace of Memnon, 


wonderfully built of ſolid ſtone: And al 


modern authors agree, that the caſtle of 


Cairo is a molt noble and magnificent 


work ; built upon a ſolid rock, and, in a 
great meaſure, he wed out of it. 


Now, it is evident enough, that Mem- 
non is a mere fabled king; and may well 
be deemed but a fictitious name for one 
of the ancient Pharaohs, as the tradition 
of their ages ſufficiently agree; however, 
it is clear enough, from this tradition, 
that it was deemed a king's palace, and 


| that the ſame idea attends it to this day, 


appears from the accounts the Moors 


report of it, as travellers tell us, from 


whom Collier, in his Dictionary, "ng 
feſſes to quote as follows. 


There 


me - 


There is in this city (Cairo) a caſtle, in 
which is Pharaoh's gynecium, or women's 
court, (as the Moors ſay) having fifty-five 
marble pillars, of the ſame order with thoſe 
of the Royal Exchange in London. They 
are fixty feet high, and fourteen in com- 


paſs, Hackl. t. II. p. 28 1. 
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Tnar ſuch a buildipp as this could 
not be of the age of Joſeph, needs no 
proof; neither do J apprehend it to be 
deſcribed by Hackluit with any exactneſs: 
and, therefore, I ſhall take no trouble, 
nor ws any, about it. 
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Ir muſt be owned, that Joleph's hall, 

(which Le Brun reckons among the ruins 
of Pharaoh's palace) 1s a matter of much 
difficulty to be determined either way; 
even by Dr. Pocock's account, which is 
very exact, and is as followeth. 
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“ SOME of the capitals of the pillars 
are good corinthian, others very plain, 
and ſome only marked out in lines, 
like leaves. Many of them are only 
| al. ſtones, ſhaped a little like a capi- 
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the antient Egyptian manner. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
Waar can reaſonably be inferred from 


all this, but that theſe pillars were not 


originally Corinthian, but plain; and their 
capitals afterwards carved in the Corin- 
thian order : eſpecially, as we learn from 
that gentleman, that ſome of the oldeſt 
capitals, in the Egyptian buildings, are 
ſhaped like a bell, p.218. — And, what 
are thoſe but plain ſtones, ſhaped a little 


like a capital? And, þ. 108. he tells us, 
There are other capitals, in ſome of the 


oldeſt Egyptian buildings, only cut in lines, 


From hence, I think, it clearly fol- 


loweth, that this was not orginally a Gre. 
cian work; and much leſs a Turkiſh, — 


And Dr. Pocock himſelf expreſsly tell 
us, P. 215, That here is nothing to be 
ſeen, in . of the Greek architecture, 


excepting at Alexandria, and Antinoofoli, 


THIs, then, muſt be a building of an 


older date; and I am more fully confirm- 


ed in this opinion, by what Dr. Pocock 


adds, OG to the pillars of this hall.— 
They have only a rough baſe, ſomething like 
And 
therefore, poſſibly, the moſt ancient; cer- 
tainly, the moſt ancient now known. 
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RevELATioONn Examined, &c. 165 


Tur have alſo another character of 
great antiquity, as I apprehend. 


$68.23 


Tux entrance at either end was throug 
a portico of ſeven pillars ; as the entrance 
into Solomon's temple was through a 
E portico of fifteen. And, as the entrance 
E into the tabernacle was through five, each 
of an unequal number; which certainly 
was not the ordinary practice of either 
the Greeks or Romans, nor do I remem- 
ber ever to have met with any account 
of any ancient temple, with ſuch an en- 
trance, except that of the temple of Cy- 
b:le at Rome, whole portico conſiſted 
of five pillars; and which Mr. Wood, 
a very learned and accurate architect, 
thinks an evident demonſtration, that the 
Romans were acquainted with the form 
of the Moſaick tabernacle. 
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Ir may be a wild conjecture, and I 
only throw it cht as ſuch: Might not 
this hall be the building to which Solo- 
mon alludeth, in the ninth chapter of his 
Proverbs, where he tells us, — Wiſdom 
= bath builded her houſe, ſhe hath hewn out 
ber ſeven pillars. Now, the building of 1 
a man inſpired by the Spirit of God, as 
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. Joſeph was, may, very truly and very 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


dom. And this is allowed to be a moſt 
noble building, moſt nobly and delight- 


fully fituated. —And the received opinion 


of the builder (added to the prodigious 
ſtrength of the pillars) might, poflibly, 
defend it from the firſt rage of the Arabs , 
although nothing could long protect that, 
or any other extraordinary work of art 
or elegance, from Turkiſh barbarity. And, 
poſlibly, ſomething of its original, or pre- 
ſervation, might be learned from ſome 


of the Arabick inſcriptions ; ; which, Dr. 


Pocock tells us, are cut in all the ons, 


if they were carefully examined, 


Wr learn from the Bible, that, when 


Joſeph admitted his brethren to his Pre- 
{ence, it was not in his houſe : And, what 
more probable, than that a man, ſo high 


in the reputation of wiſdom, and ſo long 
in poſſeſſion of power, as Joſeph now 


Was, (for he had now been prime miniſter 
for many years) ſhould, by this time, have 
erected a hall of public audience for him- 
ſelf, (I mean for Pharaoh's prime miniſter 


for the time being) and another for his 
ſteward : And where could this hall be 


more likely to have been built, than con- 
tiguous to the caſtle (which, doubtleſs, 
was the King's Palace) and to the jail, 


wherein 


al 


RFVELATION Examined, &c. 


wherein he had been a captive ? (a jail of 
dreadful captivity to this day); which 
was, probably, within the precincts of 
the king's palace; for it was the houſe 
of the captain of his guard. 


I am greatly at a loſs how to offer any 


conjecture upon this head to the pi 


blick. 


Is I judge rightly of Joſeph, ede 


and humility were eminent in him. 


AND, what could be a nobler monu- 


ment of both, at once, to God and Pha- 
raoh, than this hall, ereted oppoſite to 


the jail, wherein, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſ- 
eth it, the iron bad entered into his foul * 


The ſcene of his exaltation oppoſite to 
that of his humiliation ; to be a memorial 
to ſucceeding ages, from how low and 
wretched a condition, to what height of 
vlory and grandeur, it pleaſed God and 
nis king to raiſe him! — And the tradi- 
tion, concerning theſe buildings, handed 


down from the original natives (ab Ort 


me) of Egypt, in my humble opinion, 


(as I before obſerved ) carrieth great 
weight with it: At leaſt, this belief is, I 


hope, no violation of candour, in the 


M 4 man 
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Object. 
No men- 
tion m 


ReveELATioN Examined, &c. 


man who but barely ſuggeſts, and hum. 


bly ſubmits it to impartial examination, 
advantaged by further, more learned, and 
more correct enquiries. 


Ir any one finds any difficulty in cre- 
ge diting the Egyptian traditions, relating 


of N to Joſeph, on account of no mention 


Anſwer. 


being made amongſt them of: his father 
Jacob, who was ſo conſiderable a man ; 
I anſwer, that he was no way confider- 
able to the Egyptians, except on account 
of his relation to Joſeph ; and, therefore, 
we cannot reaſonably expect, that he 


ſhould have any particular mention made 


of him, except 1n that relation. Hence 
it is, that his magnificent burial by the 
Egyptians is ſo particularly recorded in 


the Scriptures; and, I think, plainly e- 


nough reterred to, in the fragment of the 
Egyptian hiſtory, from #Elian's Vari- 
ous Hiſtory, before tranſcribed in Chap- 
XS, -. 


TIT MEET with no mention of him, in 
any other accounts of Egypt, except that 


2 Vanſleb, who tells us, that, on the 


of the mountain Maklon, on the 


Goth. fide, are yet to be ſeen the ruins 


of an ancient town, which, the Coptics 
ſay, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 169 


ſay, was inhabited by the Patriarch Ja- 
cob, and, by them, named Modſellet 
Jacob, or, The Tabernacle of Jacob, 
page 167. 64 
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CHAP. VII. 
of the Lake Maris, and Foſepls 


Canal, when contrived and exe- 
cuted; and with what Advan- 
tages. 


| A the courſe of my preſent enquiries 


demands an exact attention to the 


antiquities of all countries, in which the 


things enquired after have been tranſa- 


ed; and, as Egypt is now the great ſcene 
before us, and Joſeph the principal, and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed actor in it; before] 
take upon me to examine farther, and 
more particularly into his conduct and 
works, I muſt beg to lay down the fol- 
lowing points, as pog/tulata, or admitted 
truths. 


Figsr, That b was che richeſt 


region of the earth, in the days of jor 


ſeph. 


SECONDLY, 


WW 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


SECONDLY, That, according to the ac- 
counts left us of Joſeph, he was the wiſeſt 


| frlt miniſter that ever preſided in any 


country. 


Axp, thirdly, That he had greater 


opportunities, and advantages, of doing 


gteat works, than any man before or 


after him. Conſequently, that all the 


E works of great wealth, great wiſdom, 
and great power, whoſe antiquity tranſ- 
cends all hiſtorical accounts, and monu- 


ments of invention, and all ſubſequent 
accounts of power, and wealth, and wiſ- | 


dom: in a word, all that can reaſon- 
E ably be aſcribed to no man, before or af- 


ter him, ſhould, in all reaſon and juſtice, 


© bc aſcribed to him. 


As to the firſt point, that Egypt was ne pt the 
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chen the richeſt region of the earth, can- richeſt of 
not be denied, if the Scripture- account all <oun- 


2B 0 . © [f 
de admitted; which informeth us, that; 
the famine was then in all lands. — Gen, of Joſeph. 


J chap. xli. verſe 54. — and again, ver. 56. 
= The famine was over all the face of the 


earth. For then the money of all coun- 


© tries, as well as Canaan (that of Jacob's), 
= mult of neceflity be ſent thither, to buy 
þ bread, — And that it was fo ſent, is clear 
3 5 + -.-- from 


ries, In 
he days 
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 _ ReveraTION Examined, &c. 
from the forty-firſt chapter of Geneſiz 
at the fifty-ſeventh verſe: And all countris; 


came into Egypt, to fo he pb, 10 buy corn, 
becauſe the famine was ſ0 ſore in all lands. 


Joſeph the SECONDLY, It müll be allowed, tha, 
atlel of as to the point of wiſdom, no man can 
3 pretend to vie with Joſeph; and we have 
the atteſtation of Pharaoh himſelf, to thi; 
point. — And Pharaoh ſaid unto his ſer- 
vants, Can we find ſuch a one as this in « 

man in whom the Spirit of God is? — 
And, ſoon after, we find that he veſted 
Him, with all his own power, over his 
people; and manifeſted his having done 
ſo, by adding all the proofs and enſigns 
of power, honour, and favour, that could 
be given on ſuch an occaſion. And, not 
long aſter, Joſeph came into poſſeſſion 
both of all the property and perſons ot 
| the Egyptians, for the uſe of his maſter, 
Mezris, And, what could the wiſeſt, and beſt mi- 
the work niſter imaginable, do with both, but em- 
of great ploy them in ſome works of publick and 


united 


wildem, Perpetual utility? And what work, of 
wealck, ſuch utility and infinite importance, could, 
1 1 on this occaſion of publick calamity from 
bee, dearth, fo naturally ſuggeſt itſelf to the 

higheſt earthly wiſdom, of one, who had 


he well-being of a great nation commit. 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 


ted to his care, as a work that ſhould be 
able to prevent that calamity for the time 
to come? Nay, one would . think, that 


| common ſenſe ſhould ſuggeſt the neceſſi- 
| ty of ſuch a work to a great miniſter, of 
the meaneſt capacity, at that time. And 
what could be ſo effectually, and emi- 


nently, ſuch a work, as digging a baſon, 
of ſufficient extent and depth, to contain 


all the ſuperfluous overflowings of the 
Nile, when the flood aroſe ſo high, as to 
be otherwiſe ruinous to the country? And 


to cut a canal, of proper extent and di- 
menſions, ſufficient to convey it thither, 
and to contain all exceedings (if any ſuch 
there ſhould be), after the baſon was 
filled; — in order to convey them thence 
to every part of the lower regions, in 
ſeaſons of great heat, dryneſs, and dearth 


Ends which the Lake Mcris, and Joſeph's 
canal leading to it, are well known to 
anſwer to this day, 


of water, as occaſion ſhould require, — 
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Bur here, it is objected, and with Object. 


great appearance of weight, that, al- 


ent hiſtorians, and moſt modern travel- 


lers, to be the work of human hands; 
Jet it eis univerſally aſcribed, by all the 


Heathen 


his lake 
; | * aſcribed _ 
though this lake be allowed, by all anci- to Meeris, 
by all the 
ancients, 
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anſwered. 


 ReveLATION Examined, &c. 
Heathen hiſtorians, to Maris, an Epyy. 
tian king of that name. 


I ANSWER, that this objection hath 


no weight with me; becauſe all the Hea- 
then hiſtorians are remarkably ignorant, 
falſe, and fabulous, in all things relating 
to Egypt, antecedent to their own times, 
Nor was it poſſible the Greeks ſhould act 
otherwiſe, when they tranſcribed from the 


_ greateſt of all hiſtorick liars, the Egyp- 


tian prieſts, 


Seems the BESIDES, as this lake ſeemeth the ef. 


effect of 


great uni- 


ted la- 
bour. | 


fe& of the united labour of a great nation, 


criticks, I apprehend, will find it hard to 


point out any fixed period, in which that 


labour could be ſo well, ſo wiſely, and 


ſo permanently united, before or after the 


time of Joſeph. 


AnD, if the erecting of one pyramid 
took up ſo much time and labour, as He- 
rodotus tells us it did, how much more 
men, and time, and labour, muſt have 
been employed, and expended, upon this 
lake, which was a work of incomparably 


more difficulty and permanency, in la- 


bour, {kill and induſtry? 
App 
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REvELATION Examined, &c. 
App to all this, that the canal retain- 


eth the name of Joſeph to this day; and, 
being only a continuance of the ſame 
| work with the baſon (which was pro- 
bably made firſt), both ſhould naturally 


belong to the fame name, and perſon. 
And, indeed, the whole ſhould naturally 


I be conſidered as one canal, which muſt, 
of neceflity, be made deeper at one end, 
to anſwer all the great purpoſes of its 
formation. 


BEs IDEs, Sir Iſaac Newton concludes, 


E from the ſameneſs of works aſcribed to 
E Mcoris, Myris, and Euchoreus “, that 
all theſe names mean only one and the 
W {me perſon; which ſavours much of 
doubt, or a deſign in the hiſtorians, to 
E deceive, in relation to the true contriver 
of this lake, 2h 


= BesIDEs all this, the change of lan- Change of 
© guage, in any nation, might (I had almoſt 
dad, muſt) naturally change the denomi- change of 
nations of perſons, and things, in that names. 
nation. 90 


* | . . : 
3 And, page 248, he adds, Lacharis, Labaris, and 
four more, 
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176 REvELATION Examined, &c. 

Fon inſtance, ſuppoſe an Egyptian hiſ- 
torian, of that age, had written an Egyp- 
tian hiſtory of that lake, we could no 
more aſcribe it, on account of its name, 
to the Patriarch Joſeph, than I now aſcribe 
it to the Grecian Maris ; becauſe, in that 
caſe, Joſeph had certainly been no more 
denominated by his original name, but by 
that of Zaphnathpaanea, the name which 
Pharaoh gave him, and by which, in all 
probability, he was then generally known, 
and ſtyled. Es | 


Joſeph Tune ſingular advantages that Joſeph 
had more had. f. f. . th; 4 
advanta- had, for performing this work, come 
ges for now to be conſidered. 

great TR | 

works 

than any SUPPOSE the ſeven years of plenty to 


other be wholly employed im making granz- 
man. ries, and ſtore-houſes for the grain, 


throughout the whole kingdom; and, 


in preparing, collecting, and laying it up, 
to the greateſt advantage, all the hands 
ſo employed were, probably, at Joſeph'; 

diſpoſal, on the firſt of the ſeven ſublc- 

quent years of dearth, and that year 

would naturally add great numbers of ne- 

ceſſitous poor to thoſe before employed, 
and the next add many more: And the 

text informs us, that, before the end 4 

| Te 


Lend a OE £ 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 177 
the ſecond year, all Egypt was fami ſbed. 
For ſo we are aſſured, Gen. chap. kli. 

ver. 55.; and we are told this before the 

ſons of Jacob went dowa thither to buy 

bread. And, when they were there, Jo- 

ſeph tells them, that five years of the 
famine were yet to come, chap. xlv. 


Dre 
by ver. 6. And, as this famine put all the Not on- 
ich property, and perſons of the Egyptians, ly from 


3 . 3 = ed wealth, 
in his power, and he was too wiſe to leave am 


them totally idle, and unemployed, at the the neceſ- 
ſame time that he only could feed them; fities of 


I | ; 33 
E and, as no man can conceive how there le,” 
p could be any better way of employingthem, 
me than by imitating the example of God, 


and turning their preſent chaſtiſement, 
and curſe, into a future bleſſing: or how | 
& this could be better done, than by con- 
and. triving, and perfecting, this baſon and ca- 

mal; it almoſt neceſſarily follows, at leaſt, 
it is no way unreaſonable, to conclude, 
that the labour of the whole kingdom was 
ands WW applied to this purpoſe. And I ſhould be 
glad to learn, from any objector to this 
bis. WW reaſoning, how this work could be done 
year otherwite, than by ſuch united labour ; 
f nc- {WW or, in what time before, or after, could 
yed, the labour of a whole people be fo col- 
| the lected, united, and applied. 
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and from 
the ſea- 


ſon 8. 


 ReveLATION Examined, &c. 
Bor this is not all: | 


Tux fertility of Egypt is well known 


to be owing to the annual overflowin 


of the Nile; and, what can ſo reaſonably 


be preſumed, the natural cauſe of this 


great dearth at this time, as the ceafing 
of that flow of waters, (for the lean cattle 


came out of the Nile as well as the fat.) 


And what ſeaſon ſo fitted for forming ba- 
ſons, and canals, and bridges, as a ſeaſon 
where thoſe labours had no interruption 


from water? A time, when the earth 


could, more effectually, be ſcooped, and 
hollowed, cleared, and levelled, to any 
defired degree, and bridges raiſed, in one 
year, than could be, under the diſadvan- 
tage of great interruptions and difficulties 


from water, in many, 


To this realoning of my OWN, on the 
point before us, I beg leave to add the 


deciſions of Mr. Maillet, upon the Lake 


Mareotis. — He tells us (upon what au- 
thority he beſt knows), That the ancient 


monarchs of Egypt, zealous for the bap- 


 pineſs of their people, judged that they could 


1 way better employ the immenſe rich; 
with which their treaſures abounded, tha! 
{0 the pu poſes of extending their commerce; 
„ — nd, 


2 e r 


ly, and wantonly, or apply any part of it, 
ph but 


\ 


ReveLAaTion Examined, &c. 


and, in this view, they propoſed to make, 
contiguous to the maritime coaſt, and in the 
middle of a very ſandy region, a vaſt baſin 


of water, that ſhould communicate with the 


Nile and the Lake Maris, by which means, 
goods may be eafily tranſported from the 
Upper Egypt to the Lower, and from thence 


to the ſea; as alſo from the Lower to the 


Upper : By which a happy commerce wwou!t 


be eſtabliſhed within itſelf, and along its 
coaſt. As alſo without itſelf, to all regions 


fo which the Mediterranean could convey 


them. — And, having done this, he in- 


dulges his imagination much further than 


I think myſelt bound to follow him, on 


this head. 


I SHALL. only obſerve, that he takes it 
for granted, that theſe early Egyptian 


kings were immenſely rich; and I am 
clearly of the ſame opinion. And the 


works of prodigious expence and vanity, 


diſperſed all over Egypt, in all the pro- 
fulion and wantonneſs of wealth, by 


many ſucceeding princes, ſufficiently e- 


vince this. — Nor is it any way credible, 


that, when Joſeph had the wealth of the 


whole world in his hands, he ſhould either 
lay it all up uſeleſsly, or ſpend It riotouſ- 


N 2 
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| 190 REvRTATION Examined, &c. 
J but to the purpoſes of the publick good. 
14 | And, as the Lake Mareotis was made for 
If | that purpoſe, I ſee no impropriety, or ab- 
n ſurdity, in aſcribing that alſo to him, if 
| it was a different lake from Meeris, and, 


I think, it was not. Nor do I, in this 
1 ſuppoſition, any way tranſcend the tradi- 
tion of the Egyptians 1 in his favour, 


Hi: canal Bur, ſuppoſe theſe great works could 
* _ not be performed by the united labour of 
wiſdom, a great nation, in the compaſs of ſo few 
as fourſcore years. — The account which 
Dr. Pocock gives us of this canal, plainly 
ſheweth it to be ſuch, that it could not 
be diſtreſſed by the overflowing of the 
* Nile, at any ſubſequent time, the mounds, 
1 on each ſide, being ſo high and large: 
| (A clear proof of great wiſdom and fore- 
light in the contriver!)"— And nothing, 
lurely, can be more material, to the clear- 
ing up of my purpoſe, in this point, than 
one part of the concluſion, which the 
learned and ingenious Mr. Rollin deduces 
from his careful enquiry into the accounts 
of all the ancients, in relation to this lake. 
His words are theſe, vol. I. ch. 1. ſect. 4. 
A proof that they (to wit, the pyramids in 
ih the lake) were erected before the cavity 
1 as filled, aud a demonſtration, that a lake 


of 
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but, that the pyramids, in the lake, were 
edted” before the cavity was filled with; mia: ic 
water, I ſtrongly doubt: For, might not tbe lak-, 
the cavity, after it had been filled With anſwered. 


REVELATION. Examined, &. 138 


of fuch vaſt extent, vas the work of one 
man's hands, in one prince s retgn. 


THAT this was the work of one MAN, Perform- 
and performed in one prince's reign, Jed in one 
fully agree with the learned Mr. Rollin; w, 


5 reig lt, 


Obj. Py- 


water, be, in a great meaſure, drained, 


by diſcharging water from thence (as the 


practice always was) for many of the 
hot and dry months; and, at the ſame 
time, with-holding the water that ran 
into it from Joſeph's canal, during ſeve- 
ral hot and dry ſummers? In as much 
as this lake 1s not fed by ſprings (as He- 
rodotus expreſsly afſureth us), but by 
chanels cut from the Nile, whoſe waters 


flow into the lake for ſix months of 


the year, and return to the river the other 
fix And, in that caſe, might not both 
the pyramids 3 In the cavity be conſtructed, 
as the inſcription upon Aſychis's great 
brick pyramid declares itſelf to have been, 
in theſe words, Herod. Eng. b. II. p. 217. 
* For ſtriking the bottom of the lake 
„with long poles, and then collecting 
1 the mire that mucke to them, men made 

N 3 16 bricks, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


“ bricks, and formed me in that man. 


© ner.” 


LET me again repeat, that I perfecthy 


agree with Mr. Rollin, that a lake of ſuch 


vaſt extent was the work of one man's 
hands, and performed in one prince's 
reign, And, if ſo, when could it be ac- 
compliſhed, but during the continuance 
of Joſeph in the ſupreme power, for four 


| ſcore years, with all the wealth of the 


world in his hands, and all the people 
of Egypt at his command ; which gave 


him ſufficient power, and leiſure, to finiſh 
every thing he undertook, ta what per- 
tection he pleaſed ? | 


Thenane TF it be ſtill arged that all the ancient 


of Meeris 
objected . . 1 
to aſe- king Maris, I anſwer, that the vanity of 


the Egyptians would not tamely ſuffer 


cond 
time. . 


Anlwycr. 


writers aſcribe this work to the Egyptian 


a tradition to prevail, that reported it to 
be the work of a Jew ; but, on the con- 


trary, would diſguiſe and ſuppreſs it as 
much as they could, needs no proof. 
Nor is it poſſible to imagine, how they 


could diſguiſe, or ſuppreſs the truth, more 


effectually, than by crowding pyramids 
into the cavity. — Pyramids, which were 


mere works of yanity, unworthy of Jo- 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſeph, and much later; and which a com- 
mon eye would naturally conclude to have 
been erected, before the chanel was fill- 
ed with water; and, conſequently, would 
ſecure the credit of their own fable, 
which aſcribed it to Meœris. 


FRroM all which, it appears clearly to 
me, that, as Joſeph had greater advan- 
tages for the performance of this great, 
wiſe, and moſt important work, than any 
power, either before or after him, ever 
had, ſo the eſtabliſhed character of his 
moſt diſtinguiſhed, uſeful, ſalutary, and 
publick ſpirited wiſdom, far better enti- 


tleth him to the honour of this moſt glo- 


rious work, than any fabled, real, or 
imaginary king, that ever reigned, or was 


reported to have reigned in Egypt: Eſpe- 


cially as the canal, leading to this lake, 


(and which may juſtly be decmed part of 


it) is denominated-from him to this day, 


IF it ſhould be till objected, and ur- 
ged as incredible, that all the great works 
now aſcribed to Joſeph, in Egypt, ſhould 


be his: I anſwer, that, indeed, it is ſcarce- 


ly credible that they all ſhould be his; 
but, I think it, at the ſame time, much 
leſs credible, that none of them ſhould. 
Ts OS That 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 
That the wiſeſt man in the world, with 


all the wealth of the world, and all the 


power of a great and numerous people 
in his hands, for a ſeries of four ſcore. 
years, ſhould do nothing, in all that time, 
to make him worthy to be remembered, 


and leave no monuments, or memorials 
either of wealth or wiſdom, behind him; 
or, that a people, ſo proud of their own 


merits, and ſo vain of their country, 
ſhould be ſo totally loſt to all ſenſe of 
glory, as to leave no marks, or indica- 
tions, of any honour paid to a man of 
ſuch eminent virtue, and wiſdom ; ſo to- 
tally loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, for ſuch 


degenerate baſeneſs; and all ſenſe of gra- 


titude, to their greateſt benefactor, as to 


ſuffer his memory to be wholly aße 

ted from amongſt them; eſpecially, a 
ſome of the wiſeſt, and beſt of 3 
boaſt their deſcent from his great anceſtor 


Abraham, at this day: All this is utterly 
jnconſiſtent and incredible. 


AGAIN, it may be ſaid, that, although 


| Joſeph ſhould have left ſome monuments 
of his miniſtry, wealth, and power, be- 


hind him, they may well be preſumed 


to be all defaced, and decayed, in more 


than three thouſand _ from his death. 


4; [ 


28 


8 
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his memory, m 


- 


REVvELATION Examined, &c. 


I ANSWER, that the magnificence, 2nd 
utility of his works, and veneration of 
muſt have preſerved them 
entire for many centuries, and their idola- 
try of him, as a God, after his death (for 
he was undoubtedly deified), muſt have 
preſerved his memory, at leaſt, for many 


| more. 


Tur uſefulneſs of his well to the royal | 
reſidence, and of his canal to the whole 


nation, both prince and people, ſufficient- 
ly ſecured the continuance and preſerva- 
tion of both. 


AND, as to his ſtore-houſes and grana- 
ries, they mult naturally be neglected, as 
the occaſions for them abated, or ceaſed ; 
and, therefore, many of them have, 
doubtleſs, long ſince diſappeared. But, 


as they never could all become totally 


uſeleſs, it would be ſtrange, indeed, if 
ſome remains of them did not ſtill ſub- 


iſt, as they do. 


Bes1DEs all this, although the Egyp- 


tian vanity would not ſuffer the tame 
of ſuch wiſdom, and works, to be wholly 
loſt from among them ; the ſame national 
vanity, or, ſhall I diſtinguiſh and call it 


pride 


185 


186 _ ReveLATION. Examined, &c. 


pride, we may well imagine, could ill 
bear to have the glory of them aſcribed 
to an alien: And, therefore, they gave 
them to ſome imaginary Egyptian king, 
Mecaris, Miris, or Euchoreus, or ſome 
fictitious wiſe man, of mighty name, ſuch 
as might beſt ſuit the character of Joſeph, 


their true author; as Hermes, or Mercuy- 
rius Triſmegiftus. 


Now, the Grecians, we all know, de- 
rived their religious mythology from E- 
gypt ; and, therefore, Mercury muſt be 
underſtood to mean the ſagacicus meſſenger 
of the gods, in both nations; and, the 
epithet of Triſmegiſtus, or thrice the 
greateſt, carrieth the character of its 
higheſt exaltation. Now, as all the E- 
gyptian gods were only men deified, 
What human creature can be pretended 
to have ſo juſt a claim to the characer 
of a celeſtial, and moſt ſagacious meſſen- 
ger, as Joſeph ; who, himſelf, claims the 
| honour of being ſent by God, upon an 
errand well worthy of the divine good- 
nels, lo ſave much people alive, Gen. chap, 
„„ 


CHAP, 


CHAP. IX 


Foſeph's a to the idolatrous 
2222 objected to him, ---- 
Mr. Hervey's Neelie on Lord 


e- ' Bolingbroke's Letters on the Stu- 
s 1 dy and. Uſe of Hiſtory. — The 
5 probable Origin of Obeliſts, the 
he true Fountain 77 Egyptian Wife 
he dom. 

its 

. Tun are ſeveral other things object- 
d, ed to Joſeph, which, it true, very 
ed ſtrongly impeach his character a8 a good 
ter man. 1 ſhall mention them as they oc- 
oy cur tome; and, as I have heard them 
he urged by a man of great candour, and 
4 ſingular abilities. 

- wm 


Pinksr, His partiality to the Egyptian 
prieſthood, which overſpread the country 
With abominable idolatry, and ſuperſti- 
tion. 


IN 
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preſerved. 


RRVELATTOM Examined, &c. 
Ix anſwer to this, I muſt beg the can. 


did reader's patience, and calm attention, 


to what I have to ſay, in the ſincerity of 
my heart, on this point; and, I hope, 
I ſhall be thought well entitled to it, if! 


advance nothing impious, impertinent, or 
abſurd, 


In the firſt place, then, I deem it no 
way impious, or abſurd, to ſuppoſe, that, 


when God revealed himſelf, and his will 
to mankind, he took proper meaſures to 
preſerve that revelation in its purity ; it 


being ſo highly the temporal and eternal 
intereſt of mankind, that it ſhould be © 
And, I frankly declare, | 
know not, neither can I conceive, Se 
this could better be done, than by ſetting 


apart a certain order of men, to inſtruct 
others in it, and providing a proper ſup- 
port for them, that they might be libe- 


rally maintained for that end, and not 


drawn from it by their neceflary atten- 
tion to worldly affairs. 


Tar the prieſthood was originally 
inſtituted for this end, 1s out of all doubt, 


In Gs exact and particular manner, 


the Egyptian prieſts were maintained, ] 


know. 


Bs, 


8 
bo 


13 
q N 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 


know not; but, that they had lands, 
which were not fold to buy bread for 
them, in the famine (they being main- 

tained by a portion allotted to them by 

Pharaoh), we are expreſsly told. That 
they were not, at this time, 1dolators, 
we have good reaſon to believe. For, 

idolatry and polytheiſm came in toge ther, 
or, at leaſt, followed one another cloſe. 
And we find, that Pharaoh, on this oc- 
caſion, ſpeaks of one God, in the ſtyle 
of Joſeph ; and not of a plurality, in the 
ſtyle of idolatry, (at leaſt, our tranſlators. 


189 


have lo rendered the text.) 


FROM hence, 1 think, we may fairly Egyptian 
infer, that theſe prieſts were not idolators, Prioſts not 
and that Pharaoh knew, that their lands; 
were appointed them by a higher power ; 
_ therefore, he would not preſume to 

buy them. He alſo knew the ends for 
which their lands were appointed ; and, 
therefore, when they could not anſwer 
the ends of their appointment, he main- 


in the 
days of 
Joſeph. 


tained their owners out of his own por- Maintain- 


tion. As Sama, the Mahometan college a ed 2s Sa- 


bn - 
of Cairo, is maintained, at this day. 45H 


Tur Abbe Lambert's account of it 1s 
this: “ In this college, the four —_— 
Cc Or 


? 1dolators | 


- 5 — ate en EEE — — 
5 2 5 2 3 — 1 dy 3 0 jr 22-0 — — 
2 — — — — gar et —-— — — — af . 
: A - — 4 * — — RA ma - * A Pe 


| 
| 


. 
1 


— — 
- — any 


i — CES — I 


__ 
—— —— 
* a 


> 2 2 
— 


a >. 5 
2 — — 


—_— 
— . 
— — Ev; * * = . 
2 — [0 * 1 
0 TR £ 
9 * 
En 
*. 4 ang” — pa eee gre rea — — — 
py —— — 


a N 2 — — 
— F. - 
— Denn . Ie I oo 
— * 
24 


— ny nn — — 
. 


R — 


— 2 — 


—— ——— — 2 —— —ꝶ 


190 


RxvxTATIOM Examined, &c. 

te or chiefs of the four ſects of the law, 
« have their reſidence, and exerciſe their 
« juriſdictions. Their authority 1 is Equal, 


« and they yearly receive, from the gra- 
ce naries of the Grand Seignior, two thou- 


* ſand loads of corn, or pulſe, for the 


« maintenance of the college; which 


« hath as much, and often more, on 
« account of the donations, made to it, 


« In this ſchool, the principles of Maho- 


« metiſm, logick, aſtronomy, judicial 
„ aſtrology, and hiſtory, are taught.” 


Now, as this courſe of ſtudy is much 


more in the train of the ancient Egyptian 
learning, than the Mahometan, the belt 


judgment I can form upon the point, is, 


that this practice, and inſtitution, have, 
probably, been continued from the days 


of Joſeph, with ſome variation, under 
Mahometiſm. 

THAT idolatry prevailed i in the world 
amazingly early, is beyond all doubt; and 


that it had reached Egypt, before the 


days of Joſeph, there is too much reaſon 
to believe ; but, that it continued with 


the Egyptian prieſthood, after his alliance 


with them, 1s altogether incredible. Be- 


cauſe, their renouncing that abomination, 
and 
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RREVELATION Examined, &c. 


and entering into covenant with the God 


of heaven, by circumciſion, &c. muſt 
have been the expreſs condition of that 
alliance. And, therefore, if Joſeph uſed 
his intereſt. with Pharaoh, in favour of 
the Egyptian prieſts, on this occaſion, 


that worſhipped the only true God, And, 
as the converſion of the prieſts was the 
ſureſt introduction, and moſt effectual 


am well ſatisfied, that this was the main 


ProBABLE, indeed, it is, that the 
king, with whom Joſeph had now to do, 


wicked world, by the deluge. And it is 
ſcarcely credible, that any of his deſcen- 
dants ſhould, ſo ſoon, depart from the 


yet, I think, their having fo Sears. 
is but too credible. 


8 1 another conſideration, 


ſome 1 importance, upon this point. Stra- 
bo informs us, in his ſeventeenth book, 
ry that 


9 | 
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as, I believe, he did, they were prieſts _ 


means, to convert the whole nation, 1 
end of that alliance, in the F 


1 8 of God. 


= 
1 


was the great-grandſon of Ham, and had 
converſed with his anceſtor, Ham ; who. 
had ſcen the judgment of God upon the 


living God, and become idolators; and 


of Prieſts of- | 


tentimes 
kings, al- 
ways the 

Eing's 
friends. 
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REvELATION Examined, &e, 


that the Egyptian prieſts exerciſed them. 


ſelves in ny H and aſtronomy; and, 
that they were the * companions of their 
kings, who lived moſtly, and ſtudied 
wiſdom, with them. Here, then, is 2 


fair and rational foundation of friendſhip 
between them: living together, and be- 


ing engaged in the fame rational pur- 
ſuits, being the natural means whereby 


mankind are cemented, in the trueſt 
leagues of amity ; which, if Joſeph's al- 


liance with the prieſthood did rt farther 
ſtrengthen, it moſt certainly no way im- 
paired. 


AN b this account, from Strabo, is 1 


fair comment upon that of Moſes, in the 
forty- fifth chapter of Geneſis; where he 
tells us, that the Egyptian prieſts ſold 


pgs their lands, but were maintained by 


a portion from Pharaoh, in thoſe days 


of- dearth. 


Bur Plutarch +, in his treatiſe on Iſis 
and Oſiris, comes one degree cloſer to the 
point, where he tells us, that the kings 


were prieſts themſelves; fo that, ſupport- 
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+ Plutarch's Morals, vol. IV. p. 62. En. . edition. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ing the prieſts, in the time of dearth, was 
but ſupporting their own brotherhood. 


ONE way, by which idolatry and poly- 
theiſm entered and prevailed in the world, 
was, by the veneration people had for 


their fathers, children, and great bene- 
factors of any kind; which made them 


deify, and 1dolize them, after their death. 
And, I am ſtrongly inclined to believe, 
from the judgment and authority of the 
learned Voſſius, and Stillingfleet, that one 


of the moſt ancient 1dolatries of Egypt; 

012. that of Apis and Serapis (a bull with api, a 

a buſhel upon his head), was, originally, mewori-! 
* | n 2 | Of Joſeph. 

but a monument of their gratitude to Jo- 


ſeph, to preſerve the memory of Pha- 


raoh's dream, of the fat kine coming 


out of the river, and the conſequent 
plenty of corn denoted by the buthel; 


probably the meaſure, by which it was 
dealt out to them . 


Tür this was a very ancient, pro- 


bably the moſt aucient, and moſt remark- 


© Eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that this idola- 


try began at On, or Heliopolis, the city of the prieſls, 


with whom Joſeph was affianced : And, ſurely, Joſep 
muſt have been remembered there in a mors extrauy- 
dinary manner than any where elite. 


Vor. III. 
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REver ATION Examined, &c. 
able idolatry of the Egyptians, appen 
(1 think) not improbable from Andy 


ſes's perſecuting it ſo ſeverely. As people 
naturally chaſtiſe thoſe corruptions most 


ill 


2415 


which they deem to be the ſources of all 
the reſt. 


vel 
not, in my humble opinion, now idol. 
tors, yet God, well knowing the infinity 
of wealth now pouring in upon the! 
and foreſeeing the conſeque nt increaſing 
a corruptions, always atte endant t upon great 
national wealt! 
them, by pl: | 
man in the world, guardian of that 
PE in general; and, at the ſame 
the high favourite of their kin 
of their prieſts, and c 
thoſe characters for a lon? t 
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Which, to MY thinking, Was a mott 
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doreable ſcheme, to recover, pron 
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ALTHOUGH the E Egyptian prieſts were 
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Toe? 7, virtue, and wiſdom. For, what 


can we realohably Conceive more ca 
of 
or more likely, to effect this, 5 
147 | % 8 a1 Toy 3 ; 18 
alliance ol Joſeph with the friends 
Kare „ 1 1 p 
Pharaon';:-that 8 the alllance of 
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REVELATION Exami ned, &c. I95 


own, I can conceive nothing more capa- 
ble, or better fitted to enlarge the mind, 
or end its reſearches to nobler uſes, 
than the contemplation of divine truths, 
and precepts, influencing to a ſuited prac- 
J 00 at leaſt, I am well fatisied, that 
David was in this way of thinking, wher 
he pronounced, concerning his religious 
attention to the law of God, with great 
gratitude, Pal. cxix. ver. 97, &c. Lord, 
what love have JI unto thy 19%, all the 4 
long isumny ſtudy in it 1 Thou, through toy | 
Com! mandments, haſt made me wiſer mu "2 
mine enemies, for they are ever with me. a 
I have more under/ianding than my reaches, i 
Ver iy teftimontes are my ſtudy. I am ae 
7 r than the aged, becauſe 1 heep thy com- 


mandments. 


IT would, - moſt certainly, require a 
head infinitely more able, and mathe- 
matical than mine, to eſtimate to any to- 
lerable degree, (if ſuch a thing be poſiible) 
the progreſs, effects, and continuance, of 4 
three ſuch forces, united, as have now 5 | 
been mentioned; wiſdom, piety, and 
power, cemented by friendſhip, frater- 
nity, and alliance. One thing, howe ever, E -ypr 
is clear to every cap pacity that it can no 724% the - 
more be matter of wonder, or ſurprize, 
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wiſdom and ſcience, to all the known 


their time and treaſure; at the expence 
of their beſt years, and moſt intenſe and 
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mily were quickly ſent after him, and 


preſerve true religion in the world. 
carry me too far; yet the candid reade! 


from Mr. Her vey's very judicious, Icain— 


ReveELATION Examined, Kc. 
to the curious and inquiſitive of mankind, 
to find Egypt, from this period, the pa- 


rent of literature, and fountain-head of 


lk 


world; to find it the mart, to which «ll 
men o penetration, and curioſity, daily 
reſorted, to purchaſe wiſdom at the high: 
eſt rate; to purchaſe it, at the expence cf 


continued ſtudy; which is well known to 
have been the cafe of Plato, Pythagoras, 
and almoſt all the moſt renowned ſages, 
legiſlators, and mathematicians of anti- 


_ 


FA — 


To continds and improve God's gra- 
cious purpoſes, in eſtabliſhing Joſeph 
prime regent of Egypt, his father and fa- 


their poſterity moſt wonderfully, and 2. 
mazinely, increaſed, to propagate and 
Bor I forbear : Theſe purſuits v would 


will, I am ure, pardon, if not trucly 
thank me, for adding a ſmall fraoment 


ed, and able reflections, on Lord Boling- 
brokes 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
broke's Letters on the Study and Ulſe of 


Hiſtory, p. 40. — I theſe heavenly doctrines Mr. Her- 
(ſays that excellent man, v2. the funda- vey' let: 


0 * . . t ] d 
mentals of the Chriſtian), were received g. 3 


there, they would be more likely ( ſome 
ftreams of them at leaſt) to be transfuſed in- 
to all climes, and improve every nation; 
ſo that the people of the Lord, the only de- 
poſitaries of divine philoſophy, were ſettled 
tn this land of general reſort (the land of 
Egypt), with much the ſame Wiſe and bene- 


ficent views, as the ableſt profeſſors of 


learning are placed at our famous uni- 
verſilies. And, I beg leave to add, as 
Socrates was, in my apprehenſion, placed 


by the providence of God, in Athens. 


Ap that the influence of the Egyp- Tue Ethi- 
tian learning, wiſdom, and virtue, ex- bs 
ED > | | . claim a 
tended much farther than their own do- priority 
minions, appears clearly to me, from of vi- 
the account which Diodorus Siculus has 


left us of their neighbours, the Ethiopi- 
ans; who, although comparatively bar- 
barous, and clearly of a later origin, yet 
in the vanity, almoſt national over all 
countries, call themſelves the originals of 
every confining excellence; and, there- 
fore, pronounced the Egyptians to be a 


colony from them; and that, therefore, 
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REVZLATION Examined, &cc. 


the Egyptian laws are the ſame wich 
thoſe in Ethiopia, the colony till ch. 
ving the cuſtoms of their anceſtors: 210 
that they Ear ned, from the LID! 
de enſiom of ahi 9 their ings; tiicir 
C: nd coſts, int 
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cipline, "i 
many as are 
vice, 


both the 
I ) conſe 
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- i » 2 L * ＋ * > o* g 8 2 
attire, and carry a trepter like a 10 


liare, ſuch as their 


O the other hand, the Evy 
in a gicat 1: 

-progenitors of the Ethiopians; wi 
tity deic ended, they ſay, from « 
number of Egyptian revel: S, V 0 

from Pſammeticus; by the fettlement oi 
which colony, the Ethiopians became 
more civilized, and ned the manners 


of the Egypt: jans. Herodot. b. II. 


THERE is, indeed, one argu anne, whi ich, 
if admitted, clearly acquits 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


rieſthood of idolatry, at this time; and 
that is, that Mofes himſelf \ Was, many 


5 


years after this period, a member of 1555 


ſociety; and that he was ſo, Jolepl hus s a{- 


* 


fires us, in his firſt book n \PPION : 


48 


But, be that as it may, I am certain they 


Wb 141 4 5 . * . EI 1 ” 
were not idolators When Jol. 53 preſided 


in Egypt; nor were they iuch grols 1do- 


lators, even when the . of Ifrael 
came Out of Egypt; : tor cls and Onio } 
were then 4 favour 1te od; — aitnough 
after, (and I am ſatisfied, not until 10 
aſter) they were deifled. 


„ 
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Bur me main argument, to prove th 16 
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Eoyptia 7 priefts were not now 9 tors 
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15 (as bath already been obſerved) Joſeph's 
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circumciſed : which, doubtleſs,: was the 
RAP pre?” ings vn p > — Dne tha 
condition of that alliance; as it was tha 
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made by the {ons of Jacob, beiore they 
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INDEED, there is this exception tot 
1. 7 8 þ Sy | va —_—_ 
proot, That the ſons of Jacob dealt de- 


cet] fully on tbat occ: fron,” But it ſhoutd 
be remembered, on the other hand, that 


ww 44 + 7 — 2 
* %% ² ˙.A Ü e 
U tr th, the molt religiou S JEW :COUIU not 
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act otherwiſe, If they had, they muſt 
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have ſhut out Dinah's male-deſcendant: 
from the covenant of circumciſion ; ag 
Joſeph muſt alſo that out his own, if all 
their malcs were not circumciſed. — And 
not only fo, but they incurred the dread. 
ful penalty of utter exciſion from be 
people of God, Gen. chap. xvii. ver. 14. 
And the unctrcumetſed man- child, 2 690 


AHaſhb of his fore. ſein is nit circumciſed, dus 
foul ſaall be cut off jrom bis pecpie; le 


bath broken my covenant. 


AND, to ſtrengthen this reaſoning, we 

They learn clearly from Joſephus's controverſy 
ei With Appion, that the Egyptian prieſts were 
circumciſed; although we have reaſon to 
believe, that the vulgar were not. And 
the alliance, credit, and authority of Jo- 
ſeph, at that time, ſufficiently evince this 
inftiution to have been derived from bim. 
And the Egyptians, we know, always 
cone in any train of inſtitutions, once 
cHabliſhed among them. 
Josxpi was, by Pharaoh's appointment 
(as was before obſerved), married to A- 
nath daughter of Potiferah, prieſt, or prince, 
cf On, (for he was both.) — Now, this 
In, of the Scripture, is agreed to be the 
Heliopolis of the Heathen: s; Which the. 
Ole 


Vds 


3 
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old writers are alſo pretty well agreed was They and 
a city inhabited by prieſts, the moſt learn- a city, 
. | 5 ide 
ed of the nation, (Herodotus ſays, they med for 
were eſteemed the wiſeſt of the Fgyp-learning 
tians, b. II.) ; where they ſtudied philo- * HA 


ſophy, aſtrology, Sc. ck 


DropoRys Steulus's account of this 
city is very particular, and well worthy + 
of the reader's ſerious attention, (and the 
more, becauſe it is very ul tranſlated both 


into Latin and Engliſh): He tells us“ it 


was built by Buſiris, the Egyptian king, 
the cighth deſcendant from Bufiris the firſt 


of that name; and that the Egyptians 


called it D-ofpolis the Great + ; but the 


Grecians, Thebes T. 


Tk ſame hiſtorian tells us, that this 
city was wondertully adorned with mag- 
nificent buildings, elegant temples, and 


* Rhodomanus's edition, Hanoviæ, A. D. 1604, 


lib. J. 


+ Alo Tow Ty,y e whereas all the tranſlators 
call it Heliofolis. 


t Now, ſuppoſing Joſeph to have called this city 
the City of Ithouab, (as his father called Luz, Bethel, 
The houſe of Gad); how eaſily might the city of Feh- 
wal be charged into the city. of Zeve, in Greek Dig.. 
polis? | 


other 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


other dedicated things; and that it was, 
upon the whole, the moſt biefjed city, not 
oy of Egypt, but of all others ; and then 
expatiates, at large, upon its extent, mag 
nificence, and ſtrength: A deſeription 
which, 1 think, not neceſſa ry to be here 
purſued ; and ſhall only obſerve two 
things: ; 


FIRST, that the name is very fingu! ar, 
and ſcems to imply its being dedicated, in 
a particular manner, to the Supreme 


N 


Ax p, Szcondly, that the epithet be 
moſt bleſſed of all others, ſeems to me to 
imply ſomething more than a flouriſh 
ing ſtate, and mould naturally be 3 
ſtood to imply, its being more favoured 


by God, and governed by wiſer, and bet- | 
ter inftitutions, than any other city. And, 


whether that abe and 3 Inſt 
ee ſhould be referred to the wiſdom 
and piety of Joſeph, a 300 his alllanbe with 
the wiſeſt, richeſt, and happieſt of the 


Egy ptians, the candid and contemplative 


reader will beſt judge for himſelf. 


I own, I have often been agreeably 


entertained with all plauſible conjectures, 
| | that 


2 
— 4 
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that have truth in view; and am ſatisfied, 


13 . do 
+ that they have often been, if not the 
n means, molt certainly the occaſions, of 
1 important diſcoverles. And this, 1 hope, 
0 N 5 | | GALL 11 b r ; 4 
N will (once for all) be a ſufficient apology 
a for me with the candid reader, when I 
0 allow myſelf in excurſions or that kind, 
which, I hope, will neither be too fre- 
quent nor too tedious. 
"w 2 „ f * 7 — 8 
15 W are informed, in the twenty-eighth ne erz. 
10 chapter of Geneſis, that, when Jacob gin of o- 
was going to Padan-aram, and lay l = 
. | i from jAs- wg 
night in his way to it, he erected the cob. - 
55 ſtone, which had been his piltow, a pil- | 
905 0 ; y Ms | 1 
to lar, in the place where God appeared unto. | 
* hin and poured oil upon it; and dec! Y 
[) j Im, ald DOUGH 011 BARON he 7 Ale (14 Cid ; 
| 


of > 1 2 14 18 An 4 7 web's , - * | i 

red, that, it he returned again in ſafety, ; 
.- PF . 1 1 W y” 1 5 - 2 | 

and ſupplied by God in food and ratment, 


at that pillar ſhould be Ged's bout 2 | 

jd, | | 

j. Was not that occaſion, and hint, e- 
m nough to the piety of Joſeph (when God 
n bad ſo fignally ſupported, and endowed 
he him, and interpoled in his favour), to 


ne cmploy ſome part of the power and 
E erandeur, wherewith God hid bleſſed 
Egypt, by his means (and placed it in 
his hands), in erecting a memorial of his 
gratitude, to the honour of his adorable 
7 _ benefactor, 
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REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 
benefactor, after the example of his fa- 


ther! ? 


Tur this pillar of Jacob's gave riſo 
to the Egyptian obeliſks, I have already 
ventured to conjecture. That this great 


city of Jove had many obeliſks in it, con- 


fiſting each of one ſtone, Diodorus aſſure: 
us. That the firſt obeliſk in Egypt was 
erected by Joſeph, in memory of his fa- 
ther's piety and gratitude to God, I have 
no doubt; and, where could he ſo natu- 
rally erect it, as in the city molt eminent 


for piety, and to which he was fo nearly 


allied by marriage ? 


Anp I am conflemed in this way of 


thinking. from Pliny's Natural Hittory, 


lib. XXXVI. c. 8, 9. where he gives us 
to underitand, that the firſt obeliſ was 
erected in this city; that it was a {mall 


one, and erected in conſequence of a 
dream ; and that the reaſon of its being 


erected was inſcribed upon it. 


Now this, to me, appeareth a natural 
account as could be expected from a 
Heathen, of Jacob's viſion in his way 
to Haran, Gen. xxvili. (now mentioned); 
where the text informs us, that, as he 

la! 


ory, 
8 Us 
Was 
mal! 
Df a 
eing 


ura 
m a 
Way 
00 
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lay 
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lay all night, with his head on a pillow 
of ne, he dreamed; and, behold, a 


ladder ſet upon the earth, 4 the top of 


it reached to heaven ; WY behold, the 

angels of God aſcending, arid deſcending, 

on it: And, verſe 18. Jacob roſe up ear- 

ly in the morning, and took the fone that 

he had put for his pillow, and ſet it up for 
a fillar, and poured ol upon it. 


Poss1BLY, ſome traditional memorial Camby. 


of ſomething ſacred in the origin of obe- {> 
liſks, in this city, might be the reaſon, 


ſeeing the fire approaching the ſummit of 


the great obcliſk, immediately command- 
ed it to be extinguiſhed. And this he 


FE did, in reverence to the obelifk, although 
E he had no reverence for the city; as Pli- 


ny informs us in his Natural Hiſtory. 25. 
But, probably, his command came too 
late; in as much as Strabo tells us, in the 
ſeventeenth book of his Geography, that, 
in his time, there were ſeveral obeliſks in 
Dioſpolis, ſome ſtanding and ſome lying, 
that were greatly damaged through the 
madneſs and prophaneneſs of Cambyſes, 
 Jome by fire, and ſome by iron. And, what 
is yet more remarkable, he tells us, there 
were avenucs leading to the temples in 


Egypt; 


oreat obe- 
why Cambyſes, when he burnt the town, lik at On. 


* 
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Egypt, (and, I apprehend, he means thi; 


temple particularly) about an acre * wide 
and ſeveral acres long, adorned, on each 


ſide, with {pnynxcs, about twenty cubits 
aſunder. 


Avenues Tx chief temple here was that er: . 
of obe- ed to Mnevis, a bull with a buſhel on his 
hymne, head ; j and, if this temple and ſtatue were 
to the erected in honour and memory of Joſcph 
temple of (as many learned men are of opinion t ney 
en 

were), what would be ſo natural an in— 

troduction to the temple, a8 a ſerles of 


WO Ti. 


probably 
in honour 


of Joſeph. 


THE has was an imaginary crea- 
ture, formed to denote, and indicate, a 
being of great ſagacity and penctration, 
Who Propoſed difficult aer And 


out breadth; ry 15 Cath; by Quint las ly to be 120 
feet, by 240. 


+ The learned Dr. Pocock's account of the great 


temple of Thebes (which is Dioſpolis), in his obſery- 
tions upon Egypt, is the belt comment upon What hath 
here been ſaid and ſurmiſed. 


There are no leſs than eight grand 2 to the temp; 


to three of which there were avenues of ſphynx's, , 4 


great length, 19 of them 115 0 5 ity J, atuts 6 eact) , 
. according to the manner of 6ui, ding avith the Eoypiianie 


Os 


Vol. I. page 92, 
VV. Dad 


. 


REvVELATION- Examined, &c. 


what queſtions could be of ſo difficult 
ſolution, as the interpretation of dreams? 
And when, or where, were fuch ever 
ſolved, with a fagacity equal to that of 
Joſeph ? — But, it there be, who differ 
from me in this judgment, I think, I 
have a fair right to enquire of them {as I 
greatly with to be informed), to whom 
they imagine this character can better 
belong ? 


THE erecting of wonuments 


mory of men of great "rei: Was ever 

accounted an act of great wittiom and 
; — 

10 9 „ 1 1 x 1 py * A 

virtue: An d would {o wile and virtuous 


a nation 4 E Sy DL Omit ſuch a pro 
4 
bot! ils int nell lelve 83 LO the Molt 4 — 5 
as. Y A, | JFC 
Da! y 1 ak then! in the wo! 10, and their ow 
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molt >XUiraoT un ary benelactor b Fa 1 
they erected any, the credit of their 
dom required, that they ſhould erect ſuch 
28 elt ſuited N wa Utatie . 
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hard queſtions all the e could 
propoſe ? 


Who, pro-. AND, when we conſider the venera- 
/ ike by tion the Egyptians, very juſtly, had of [o- 
the Egyp. ſeph, and the ſpirit that reigned in the 
tians. ſucceeding ages; we cannot rationally 
conceive how they could do lefs than 
deify him, eſpecially as Pharaoh himſelf 
pronounced him endowed wth the Spirit 

of God; and, it is the general opinion 

of learned men, that all idolatry aroſe 


from the apprehenſion men had, that the 


Spirit of God reſided in the objects of 


their worſhips, ſun, moon, Sc. 


Now, this whole affair, the ſtatue, the 
temple, the ſphynxes, when conſidered 
as relating to Joſeph, ſeem to me a foi; 


ſpecimen of Egyptian wiſdom, expreſſed 


in the true Egyptian language of hiero- 
glyphicks. 


JostEPH was introduced to Pharaoh b, 
hard queſtions, which he ſolved, Might 
not this be expreſſed, in the language of 
hieroglyphicks, that he was introduced to 
Pharaoh by a ſphynx, which he had con- 
quered? And, could there be a nobler 


een memorial of that tranſaction, 
when 


I OE I 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


when be was deified, than an avenue of 


ſphynxes Jeading to his temple ? 


Wo v R examines Euſebius's autho- 
rities, by which he proves that aſtrono- 
my, geometry, Sc. were introduced into 
Egypt by Abraham; will find no great 
difficulty to believe, that Joſeph, a great- 
grandſon of his, and a favourite of his 
father, was not uninſtructed in thoſe 
branches of learning; being ſeventeen 
years old before he went into Egypt: 
An age, before which, it is well known, 
many men, of leſs extraordinary endow- 
ments than Joſeph, have made great 


© progreſs in mathematicks, and other 


branches of knowledge. 


' From Joſeph's being a favourite with 
his father, I think, we may fairly con- 


E clude, that he was kept more at home 


with him, than his brethren, (and, I think, 


| the text favours that opinion); and wiſe 
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and good parents, always (generally, at 


leaſt) uſe thoſe occaſions, as ſeaſons of 
improvement to their children. — Add to 


al this, and infinitely above all, that Jo- 


ſeph was ſignally endowed, and inſpired, 
by the Spirit of God. 


Vol. III. HERE, 
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210  ReveLaTION Examined, &c. 
The tue HRE, then, is a plain, open, and 


raves clear fountain; from whence the Egyp- tia! 
gypiian tians drew all their ſuperior learning, and tru 
wiſcom. wiſdom ; not according to the fabled ac. {WW Sp 
counts, which Herodotus, Diodorus *, WW th: 

Ge. vend, from their legendary and moſt to 

lying prieſts ; but, from the pureſt foun- an! 

tains of truth the world was ever bleſſed WW at 


WHAM with. — Thus, we learn from the book in 
1:18 of Geneſis, that, when Joſeph had ex- dat 
% pounded Pharaoh's dreams to him, Pha. eſt 
1% faoh ſaid to his ſervants, Can we find fuch tir 
1 | a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit if an 
4 God 15? And Pharaoh ſaid unto Foſeph, For an! 
as much as God hath ſhewed thee all this ow 

| there is none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as the ed 

art: Thou ſhalt be over my houſe ; and, ac- WF ſer 

cording unto thy word, ſhall all my peipl: WF "< 

be ruled: only in the throne will T be greater 1d 

than thou. — And David informs us, that tio 

the king (of Egypt) made him (Joſeph) ho 

Lord alſo of . bouſe, and ruler of all lis 

ſubſtance ; that he might inform his princes, 15 

after his will, and teach his ſengtors iſ pag 


dom, Pial. cv. ver. 22. 


by Strabo, lib. xvii. p. 806. Cauſabon, Paris, 1620, 
Herodotus, lib. ii. c. 3. London, 1679 Diodor. lib. . 
p. 328, Hanoviz, 1604. 


FROM 


. 


REvRLATIONW Examined, &c. 


FroM hence we learn, that the Egyp- 
tian wiſdom came originally, as all other 
true wiſdom hath ever done ; from the 
Spirit of God, and Father of lights ; and 
that Joſeph was the greateſt benefactor 
to that nation, that ever any man was to 
any nation. And we know that there is, 
at this day, a ſelect number of families 
in Egypt, who call themſelves deſcen- 
dants from Abraham, and are in high 


| eſteem there ; and give themſelves up, in- 


tirely, to the ſtudy of muſick, medicine, 
and aſtronomy ; and never intermix with 
any other Egyptians, -or marry out of their 


own families*. And, this muſt be o.]n- 
ed a natural and effectual means, of pre- 


ſerving the memory of Joſeph pure and 


recent, amongſt them, to this day. Be- 
hdes, that his great. and fignal 3 
tions naturally tended to do ſo; which, 


however, ended not here. 


See the Nouveru voyage de 8 a” Egypte, et at 


Palefline, publiſhed at the Hague 1734, by C. D. S. M. 


pages 106, 107, 


P2 CHAP. 
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nal, and C baratter. 


NoTurR very great benefaction of 
Joſeph's, to the Egyptians, was (as 
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I have before obſerved) the canal, cut 
from the Nile to the Lake Maris ; which 
well deſerves to have a fuller account 
given of it: And the reader will, 1 mo 
indulge me in giving it. 


Dr. o- This canal, Dr. Pocock tells us, is 
dee d about one hundred yards broad, and 
ption 

of it. not leſs than forty, or fifty, miles long, 
<« and ſeems to have been, originally, 
ce twenty feet deep; of which, it is ſaid, 

e that the water ran by it, into the lake, 

for fix months; and, back again, into 
the Nile, for fix more: ' (an amazing 
contrivance, and of infinite conſequence). 

He alſo inforens us, That it was cut 

85 { through cliffs, no leſs than forty --q 
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A farther Account of Fo br C C. 


RevELATION Examined, &c. 


« high, on the eaſt-fide; and, on the 
« weſt, about thirty : And that, on the 
e eaſt-ſide, the black earth” (by which 


we muſt underſtand the mud left there 


by the Nile) “ is about fix or ſeven feet 
« deep; and, on the weſt, it is from 
| © eight to twenty feet deep, in different 
places. So that, it is probable, the 
| canal did ſometimes overflow on that fide; 
and, by having continued to water the 
land for a conſiderable time, the ground 


may have been raiſed by it more on this 


ſide, than on the eaſt. 


FRroM all which it appeareth, that this A work of 
publick 
utility to 


was a work of the greateſt wiſdom, and 
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publick utility, and prodigious power, the peo- 


that can well be imagined. ple, 


IT was of royal utility, as well as pu- and to the 


blick. Nor is this all: — For, Herodo- Prince. 


tus tells us, lib. II. that waters flow into 


the Lake Mcris for ſix months of the 


year, and return to the river the other 
fix; and that, during the fix months of 


the river's retreat, the fiſh yield a talent 


of filver, every day, to the king's treaſury, 
and, the reſt of the time, twenty minas 
only, * 
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214 REVEL AT To Examined, &c. 
The Delta AlL authors agree, that the patt of 


anciently E g pt, called Delta, was anciently a 


A marſh ; 


in ſome accoutit of Egypt, there is men- 


how re- tion made of a tradition, from ſome Ara- 


claimed. Pian hiſtorians, reporting that, when Jo- 
ſeph was old, a cabal of courtiers joined 
againſt him, who repreſented to Pharaoh 
( probably ſome ſucceſſor of Jofeph's pa- 


tron), that his firſt miniſter, being now 


row old, and infirm, ſhould be relieved 
Fon his toils and cares; inſinuating, that 
the powers of his mind were now im- 

paired, as well as thoſe of his body. Up- 

on which Joſeph, to defeat their purpoſe, 

took no pains to confute them, but im- 
mediately ſet about cutting ſeveral canals 
through the Delta, then wet and marſhy; 
which he perfected with ſo much ſkill, 
and diſpatch, as plainly ſhewed the powers 
of his mind not then impaired, | 


HERE tradition is added to reaſon, and 


the nature of the thing ; to ſhew, that 
Joſeph drained Egypt, | 


Joſeph's IT is alſo agreed, that the part of the 
can! 2 country; to the welt of the Nile, verging 
work of 2 2 

extenſive to the mountains of Lybia, was poor and 


wiſdom, barren; And it appears from Dr. Pocock's 


account, 


marſh: And, if I remember rightly, 


REVELATION Examined, &e. 


account, that it was rocky alſo. How then 
can we imagine any work of greater wiſ- 
dom, than, by the ſame canal, to with- 
hold the water from the marſh, by 


which means, it might, more eaſily, be 


made dry, ſolid, and rich ground; and 
to convey it through a barren country, by 
which means that alſo was enriched; and 
to contrive, that the over-flowing (if there 
ſhould be any) ſhould be greater on the 
poorer, and more ſandy ground! f 


Now, this was a work too great, to be | 
aſcribed to a little, petty, viſier of an E- 
egyptian Barbarian ſultan ; and, therefore, 


they have none of them dared to uſurp 
any claim to it, as they have done to Jo- 
ſeph's well; and, I am fatisfied, they do 
that upon no foundation of truth. — Let 


21 5 


me add, upon this head, Dr. Perry's ac- Pr. per- 
| count of this canal. — Speaking of Fiume, ry's ac- 
ſu uppoſed to be built upon the ruins of the? " 


ancient Arſinoe, he hath theſe words : — = 


* Tis ſituated in a country that abounds 
(t 


64 


peopled. The country, though re- 
** mote from the Nile, owes its fertility 
* to the Nile-water, which is brought 
_* thither by Joſeph's canal. This takes 
© its riſe from the Nile, a great way 
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with villages ; is very fertile, and well 
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216 RxvELATION Examined, &c. 
© above Beneſues, and runs acroſs the 


* country to the Lake Mceris, into which 


te it diſembogues itſelf; and, in its paſ- 
s ſages, diſpenſes its bounty, and kind 
% influence, to the adjacent lands.” 


More al- I Have only two things to add upon 


08% this head. Firſt, that as this part of E. 


das gypt was moſtly a dead flat, the cutting 


of this canal ſupplied materials for raiſin 

mounds, on which to erect villages and 
towns, above the reach of the river, when 
it overflowed ; which is well known to 
be the caſe in many other parts of Egypt, 


as well as this. — And, Secondly, That as 


Egypt equally ſuffered from the too great, 
or too little overflow of the Nile, this 


canal, emptying itſelf into the Lake M- 


Tis, was equally fitted to prevent its ex- 
ceſſes, and ſupply its defects: The firſt, 
by anticipating, diverting, and drawing 
off, the ſuperfluous waters of the Nile, 
before they overflowed the lower grounds 
to too great a degree ; and the next, by 
laying them up, as in a ſtore-houſe, from 
whence they might, at pleaſure, be re- 
\ conveyed, by various ways, to enrich the 


land. 


Az 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 

As the Egyptians aſcribe every thing, 
that is great and excellent, to the Patriarch 
Joſeph; I think, we may, in ſome mea- 
ſure, indulge ourſelves upon their credit, 
after their example ; and aſcribe another 


canal to his invention: the canal that ne canal 
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reaches from Rodda to Old Cairo. It is from Rod. 
a work of great expence, being lined with 4 t Cai- 


ro aſcri- 


free-ſtone, and dug, as travellers tell us, bed to 
from the moſt remote antiquity ; and car-Joſeph. 


ries the waters of the Nile to Grand Cairo. 
And, as this ſtone 1s of the ſame nature 


with that through which the well was 
hollowed, and the work of mojt remote 


antiquity, what can be leſs improbable, 


than that the canal was lined with the 
ſtones, hewed out of the rock, to make 
the well? Could wiſdom apply them 
better? | 


THE breadth of this canal is two hun- 
dred ordinary paces, and its length a quar- 
ter of a French league. Although the 
magnificence is far ſhort of Joſeph's other 


great works, yet its great uſcfulneſs, and 
great antiquity (moſt remote), ſamenelſs 
of the ſtone, aud contiguity to the well, 


{trongly characterize it to be his. 


Tunis 


218 REvELATION Examined, &c. 
TH1s canal, I apprehend, is the ſame 
with that, of which Vanſleb ſpeaketh in 
the following words. —— © There is a 
*« channel cut through this city (Cairo), 
« from the weſt to the north-eaſt, called 
« the Calitz of Cairo: It is very ancient. 
% An Arabian hiſtorian” (whoſe name 
he mentions) “ faith, that one of the Pha- 
ce raohs* (whom he alſo mentions) ; and, 
as he believes, the king who took the 
« wife of Abraham, when he was in 
Egypt, cauſed it firſt to be cut.” In 
this, aſſigning to it a much greater anti- 
quity than we claim. 


Another, Typ ſame author mentions a canal, 1 
called A l 
Bahr Ju- cut from the river, and pafling through th. 
ſepb. this city, from eaſt to weſt ; they name it fat 
Babr Fuſeph, or the river of Joſeph; for, at 
they believe that Joſeph, Jacob's ſon, cau- ed 
ſed it to be made. It is called alſo Calis to 
il Menhi, or the Channel of Menhi. This W Cc 
channel is remarkable; becauſe it keeps WF 
freſh water, all the year, which proceeds 
from ſeveral fountains there. — Mr. Van- th: 
leb adds, I have not ſeen @ province in po 
Egypt, that is fo much cut into Channel, an 
as this (Fiame). They all proceed from W in 
Joſepb's river, and they are made to water WF thi 
the fields with more eaſe; and becauſe this 
1 great 


W 


bs... 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
great number of ditches would hinder men 


; from travelling up and down, were it not 
| for the bridges, here be more than in any 


other part of Egypt. They are all made with 
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Many 
brick 
bridges 


burnt bricks, and very ſtrong. The tradi- over it, 
tion ſaith, that they were builded in the 


days of the Pharaohs ; and, it is the opi- 


mon of the Coptics, that theſe kings em- 


ployed the Iſraelites in making bricks for 
theſe bridges: ꝛchich is very probable ; for 


it is certain, that almoſt an infinite number 


E of men were needful, io make ſuch a prodi- 


gious quantity of bricks. 


Wr are told, in the learned Travels 
of Egmont and Heyman, that, at Cairo, 


thought 
the work 
of the 


Liraclites, | 


the name of Joſeph is alluded to, in the 


fame manner, as that of Conſtantine, 


at Conſtantinople ; that is, every grand 


edifice of remote antiquity there, is ſaid 


| to have been built by Joſeph, as, at 


Conſtantinople, by Conſtantine. 


I own it is, and I dehre no more, but 


that Joſeph ſhould be deemed as juſtly 


poſſeſſed of the fame of all the great 
and uſeful things, denominated from him 
in Egypt, as Conſtantine is, of the great 


things done by him at Conſtantinople. 
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CH A P. xl. 
07 Inſpiration by Dreams, 


O what hath been ſaid of the Patti. 


arch Joſeph, from the foundations 


of Scripture, tradition, and the reaſon and | 
nature of things; it will not, I hope, be 


amiſs, to add the authority of a Heathen 
author. 


JusT1N, the abridger of Trogus, who 
had ranſacked all the ſtores of Greek li- 
terature, hath left us this account of ſo- 


ſeph. 


Hg was the youngeſt of Iſrael's ten 
« ſons, whole brethren, dreading the 
c ſuperiority of his genius, intercepted, 


Lay 


— 


o 


— 


into Egypt; where, when he was tho- 


roughly informed in magic arts, from 
the 1 of his genius, he ſoon be- 
came 


* 


c * 


and ſold him clandeſtinely to foreign 
merchants, by whom he was carried 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 221 


« came very dear to the king; for he was 
« moſt ſagacious of prodigies, and was 
« the firſt that formed the ſcience of 
« dreams; in ſo much, that nothing, 
« either of divine or human laws, ſeemed 
« unknown to him. He foreſaw the 
« barrenneſs of the fields, many years 
« previous to the event; and all Egypt 
« had periſhed by famine, had not the 
« king, by his monition, commanded the 
fruits to be preſerved for many years; 
« and, ſo great was the experience had 


* 


« of his ſagacity, that his anſwers were 
not deemed thoſe of a man, but of 
= « God . 
Tus is a teſtimony of fact: How far 
3 tradition and philoſophy concur with it, 
. — VT. . 
THAT the wiſeſt men of the Heathen The judg- 
| world believed, that God ſometimes di- _ 
„ reected good men by dreams, is clear from Heathens 
| what Socrates ſays of himſelf, in his apo- in relation 
he , to dreams. 
0 logy; for, what he tells us, in one place, 
/ x was done by the direction of his Dzmon, 
ed ®* This quotation ſeems to me a noble confirmation of 
0 Joſephus's aſſertion (in his treatiſe againſt Appion), that 
m the nation of the Jews was not unknown to the beſt 


Greek hiſtorians. 
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222 Revelation Examined, &c. 
he tells us, in another, was enjoined bin, 


by God, to do. Enjoined by propheſes, þ 
dreams, and by every other L Whi 5 
the divine decrees command men. 


Joſeph THrarT purity of mind recommendeth 


_ recom- us to God, 1s out of all doubt ; Nay, 


_— more, we have the fulleſt proof, from 


by thepu-the mouth of the Son of God himſelf, 


rity of his that it recommendeth us, in the higheſt 
mind, 


degree: Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they ſhall ſee God. Tranſcendently bleſſ- 

ed are they, for they ſhall be admitted to 
the Beatifick Viſion. And, indeed, from 
the Scripture-account of the purity of Jo- 
ſeph's mind, and manners, he may reaſon- 


ably be deemed a proper ſubject of divine 


inſpiration: And we may apply what 


Maximus Tyrius faith of Socrates, with 


very little variation, and, perhaps, more 
propriety, to Joſeph. — His words are 
theſe : — Do you wonder that a God was 


preſent with Socrates, friendly, and pro- 


phetick of futurity ; an inmate of his mind: 
A man, pure in his body, good in bis ſul, 
exact in the courſe of his life, maſterly in 
thinking, muſical in ſpeaking, pious towards 
God, and boly towards men, 


AND 


OO a oe 


| bodies of the righteous, the temples of the 
Holy Ghgft ; and deduceth, from thence, 


REeveELATION Examined, &c. 223 


Ax p I ſhould be glad to learn from what can 
the wiſeſt of mankind, what can be con-Þ* er 
ceived more rational than to contemplate alt 
that Spirit, holy, infinite, and omnipo- 
tent, in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being, beaming upon the upright 
minds of men and angels; enlightening 


to the moſt exalted and excellent ends, 


and inſpiring with the pureſt, and nobleſt 
purpoſes ! 


How truly ſublime, philoſophical, and gt. paws 


refined, is St. Paul, in his way of think- judgment 


ing on this head; when he calleth the point, 


the nobleſt obligations to purity, and piety, 

not neceſſary to be here inſerted ? — And truly phi- 
1 beg leave to add, that even, if we ſap- open 
poſe (with Homer) that monitory and 
predictive dreams are ſent from heaven; 

and ſuppoſe, as Chriſtians commonly do, 

that they are conveyed by the. miniſtra- 
tion of angels; 1 cannot, for my life, 

think it Jeſs reaſonable, or leſs philoſo- 

phical, to ſuppoſe a commerce between 
intellectual beings, bodied and unbodied, 

than between the ſeveral parts of the oe- ,,,qogous 
leſtial ſyſtem ; the luminous and the dark, to the ſyſ- 
ſun, ſtars, and planets : All which, how- tem ole 


univerſe. 
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224 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ever different in their nature, and ſevered, 

perhaps, by interveening worlds, are (as 
far as we can collect) governed by one 
law ; all aiding, and attracting, one another 
in their courſes ; z at leaſt, moving to, and 
conſpiring to the attainment of the ſame 
ends : and what can be conceived more 


congenial, than two pure, pious, and vir- 


tuous minds; one angelic, and unbodied, 
and the other human, both purſuing the 

fame ends, the glory of God, and the 
good of their fellow creatures; and both 
guided and influenced 88 light from hea- 
ven! 


Of inſpi- . Nun the mind 18 beſt fitted to receive 


rations in influence and information, from the Spi- 


Hep. See rit of God, when it is in its moſt calm 


Alia 
Var. Hig, and quiet ſtate, undiſturbed by ſenſations, 


in e impreſſions of bodily objects of any 
note, and 


Job; 33,5106, no way oa the beſt phi- 


loſophy to believe &. Doth it not clearly 
follow then, that inſpirations are more 


worthy of the divine wiſdom, when they 


are ſent in ſleep, to guard man from his 
own folly, and guide him to good ; to 


* lian tells us; in the third book of his Various 
Hiſtory, c. 1. that this was the doctrine of the Peripa- 


| teticks; and his commentators mention the opinions of 


many conſiderable men, to the ſame purpoſe. 
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RE vNLATION Examined, &c. 


good, perhaps, not rightly diſcerned, or 


attended to, in the hurry and diſturbance 
of objects all around us? — If they were 
ſent to us waking, we ſhould, probably, 
either not attend to them, or take them 
for whims ; or, which is yet worſe, miſ- 
take them for the ſuggeſtions, or dictates, 


of our own wiſdom ; and fo would they 


ſerve but to ſwell our vanity, and leave 


God out of the queſtion. And this, I 
think, is molt clearly and beautifully ex- 


preſſed, and explained, in the book of 
Job, chap. xxx1u. verſes 14, 15, 16, and 


17. | 


VER. 14. For God fpeaketh once, yea 
twice, yet man percerveth it nut. 


Vrn. 15. In a dream, in a viſion of the 
night, when deep ſleep falleth upon men, in 
ſlumberings upon the bed, 


VER. 16. Then he openeth the ears of 


nen, and ſealeth their inſiruction. 
VER. 17. That he may withdraw mam 


man. 


from his purpoſe, and hide pride from 


Vol. III. Q_ * 
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CHAP. Xy. 


An Anſwer to the Charge 8 
againſ# the Patriarch Toſeph, 
2 enſlaving bh Egyptians. 


Bx leave to introduce what I have to 
ſay, on this head, by aſſuring the rea- 


4 that Jam as due and cordial a friend 


to truly religious, and civil liberty, as 
any man alive can be. And I ſhall uſe 


no farther apology, for publiſhing my 
thoughts on the point before us, with the 


utmoſt freedom. 


Axp, in order to proceed with more 


clearneſs, I muſt take things from the 


behnning. 


Tuar bh rega] was the moſt ancient The regal 
form of civil government, cannot, ! chink, eee 
be denied; and that, in the original of the pater- 


this government, the will of the prince val. 


0-4: was 


A 
K 1 * 


228 REvELATION Examined, &c. 


was the only law, muſt, I think, be alſo 
admitted; agreeably to what Juſtin ſays, 
in the introduction of his hiſtory. 


See ſuſin, In the beginning of things, and nations, 
4: E the power was in the Pands of kings; why 
to his hi- wee raiſed to that height of majeſly, not 
tory. by popular ambition, but by a moderation, 
Fried, and well known, among good men. 
The people were reſtrained by no laws ; the 

will of the prince held the place of laws. 


Ap this is very eaſily, and naturally 

| accounted for: the regal authority ſuc- 
ceeded the paternal, and was, at firſt, the 

fame. — In this condition, what duties 


could become a good king, but ſuch as 


would become a good parent? 


Pharaoh SUPPOSE, then, a good parent to be ſo 


_probadly unfortunate, as to have a race of unruly 
dealt with 1 hy a . s 
the Egyp. and evil children; would it not be his 

tians as wiſdem, to adjuſt his conduct to their ſe— 
a good C Toy . 7 

ent veral infirmities, and irregularities ; ſo as 
ſhould, to cheque, and recover them, into the 


| bounds of reaſon, and virtue? If he found 


them luxurious, his prudence would be 


to reſtrain, and cool, their appetites; and 


not to add fewel to the fire, but carefully 


to 


RFEVELAT ION Examined, &c. 

to with-hold it from them. — If he found 
they were rebellious, he ſhould take all 
juſt and proper meaſures to leſſen their 
power, and remove from them (as far as 
he could) all occafions, and temptations, 
of exerting it unduly for the future. 


Now, ſuppoſe this was the condition 


of the king of Egypt, when Joſeph was 
made his firſt miniſter; then, I believe, 
all the meaſures he took with the peo- 
ple, during his adminittration, will be 
found wiſe, and well-judged, in order to 
preſerve them within the bounds of virtue, 
temperance, and fidelity to their ſove- 
reign. 


IT is well known, that the lives of 
men, immediately after the flood, were 


about four or five hundred years. Ham, 


| we know, ſettled in Egypt, and his poſ- 


terity reigned there: His grandſon, Miſ- 
raim (the Ofiris of the Greeks), is allow- 


ed to have been their firſt king; and his 


ſon, Orus, the next. It was now (as ap- 
pears clearly from the genealogy in the 
book of Geneſis) five hundred and twenty- 
two years after the flood. Suppoſe, then, 
Ham and his family (which muſt have 
been very numerous in five hundred and 


2 3 twenty⸗ 
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Joſeph 
when ſent 
into E- 


Eypt. 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 


twenty-two years) to have been now ſet- 
tled in Egypt about four hundred years, 

that kingdom muſt be preſumed to be 
very tolerably peopled, and cultivated, by 
this time; as, indeed, the whole world 
was. Typhon is ſaid to have rebelled 
againſt Orus, the great-grandſon of Ham, 

and depoſed him; but he was reſtored to 
his kingdom, by his uncle Lehabim (the 
Luybian Hercules of the Greeks). I vouch 
this, not on my own credit, but that of 


the ableſt chronologers I have had the 


fortune to meet with *, 


Ir is the cena] opinion of learned 
men, that Joſeph was fold into Egypt in 


his (Orus's) time; which opinion I take 


not upon me to ſupport, or controul. 


SUPPos] NG it then to be true (as I am 
ſatisfied it is, for he could not be fold there 
later), then Joſeph came into that coun- 


try not long aiter the rebellion was quiet- 


ed. The ſeven years of plenty ſucceeded 
ſoon after ; againſt which time he had 
provided granaries, all over the kingdom, 
wherein to lay up the king's portion, 


®* N. B. Sir Iſaac Newton' $ . of Egypt doe: 


not begin ſo bin. 


„% ͤ / Coo ie. a—— ww 


which 


ere 


led 


does 


lich 


Reveration Examined, &c. 231 
which we find was the fifth part ® , and 
amounted to an immenſe quantity : but, 
during this whole time, we cannot learn 
that the people laid up one grain for their 
own uſe. For, whereas they alſo might The g. 
have laid up great quantities for ſale, du- Lb ians, 

probably, 
ring thoſe years of prodigious plenty; yet 


given up 


we find, that they quickly cried out to to luxury, 


Joſeph for bread, and gradually exchanged fine.“ 
their money, their cattle, their lands, their 
liberty, for corn. From whence, I ap- 
prehend, it appeareth highly probable, 
that they paſſed the preceding years of 
plenty, in exceſs of riot and luxury; 
which muſt ariſe either from a contempt 


(probably prophane) of Joſeph's predic- 


tions, or inveterate habits of riot; or 


both. 


Tar patient reader will, J hope, in- 


dulge me, on this occaſion, in a conjec- 


ture not altogether unfounded. The con- 
jecture is this, that the Egyptians allowed 


themſelves in exceſſes of drinking at this 
time. 


HeroDoTvs tells us, that they had no nagt li 
wines in Egypt, (nor have they any yet, quor in. 


vented in 
Egypt, 


* G chapter xli. and verſe 34. 
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A cuſtom 
in Egypt 
tempting 
to drink. 


began to taſte the wine, after ſupper, a 


REVNLATION Examined, &c. 
except in Fiume); but their wine was 
made of TOP: 


Hr alſo mentions a cuſtom that pre- 
vailed among them over their cups, which 
ſtrongly tempted them to excels on thoſe 
occaſions. The cuſtom was this : 


AT their principal feaſts, when they 


perſon, appointed to that end, carried 


about, in a coffin, the image of a dead 
man, carved in wood, and repreſenting 
the original in colour and ſhape. Theſe 
images, which are always of one, and 
ſometimes of two cubits, in length, are 


carried round all the company, and theſe 


words pronounced to every one diſtinctly: 


* Look upon this: Then drink, and re- 


* joice; for thou ſhalt be as this is.“ 
And Diodorus Siculus tells us, that Oftris 
invented a way of making liquor of bar- 
ley, little inferior, either in ftrength or 
flavour, to wine itſelf. Now, it is well 


known, that abundance is too often a tem- 


ptation to exceſs; and, ſurely, people, who 
love to indulge in ſuch exceſs, never could 
have io favourable an opportunity of in- 
dulging, as when corn was produced in {0 


Amazing a plenty, as it now Was in Egypt. 
AND, 


years of plenty, 


occaſion? 
maintainance to them, with a very ſpa- 
ring hand ? 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
AnD, that they were wont ſo to in- 


dulge, during the overflowing of the ri- Gouda 
ver, at which time they were ; raed from niger treat 
the buſineſs of the field, Diodorus Sicu-a luxuri- 
lus aſſures us alſo, in his firſt book; tell- ber 


ing us, that the common people, in that 
ſeaſon, indulged themſelves in idlenels, 
feaſting every day, and giving themſelves 
up to all ſorts of ſports and pleaſures. 
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How 


wile mi- 


OUS Pes 


Nou, ſuppoſing this the caſe, in thoſe 


how ſhould a wiſe mini— 
ſter conduct himſelf towards them on this 
Should he not deal out a 


Should be not make it very 


dear to them, in order to make it precious 


in their fight, and to teach the: m the true 


value of it? 


WovLD not ſeven years, ſpent in this 
manner, naturally win them over to a ha- 
bit of frugality and temperance? Is it 
not reaſonable to believe, that they would, 
by this time, be taught to revere the 
wiſdom of Joſeph ; and the goodneſs of 
that God, who infpired him to foreſce 


the calamities coming upon them, and 


provide for them? Was not this well 


fitted, to lay a foundation of true piety, 


and 
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Object. to 
Joleph, ſeph is ſaid to have gathered all the food 
of the ſeven years, and laid it up in the 


— — 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 
and virtue, in their hearts; and prepare 


them to give a proper attention to the 


monitions and inſtructions of the prieſt- 
hood, with whom Joſeph had now been 
allied for ſome years? 


Bur here it may be objected, that Jo- 
cities ; and, therefore, the people could 
lay up none. 


I AnsSwER, that, by all, in this place, 
can only be meant all the king's portion; 


for, otherwiſe, the people would have had 
more reaſon to cry out to Joſeph for 
bread, in the years of plenty, than after- 


wards; which, we do not find they did, 


Bes1DEs, it is remarkable, that, when 
Joſeph adviſeth Pharaoh to gather up a 
fifth, he calls that fifth all; that is, all 


z . s part; not all the people 8. This 
is plain from the text, verſe 35. And lit 


them gather all the food of theſe good years 
that come, and lay up corn under the hand 
of Pharach, and let them keep food in the 
cities. That is, he adviſeth Pharaoh to 
treaſure up all of his own property, under 
his own keeping. 


} ble 
it 
Bo , 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 


Bur, why did he diveſt the people of other 


en 


their 6 ? 


Is not this queſtion already anſvrered ? anſwered, 


He bought it, fairly, for the king; and 
then, it was his ; not theirs. Beſides, they 
were juſt recovered from a great abuſe of 
that property ; ſhould he not then take 
care how they were truſted with it again? 
Moreover, it is well known, that power 

followeth property, and they were juſt re- 
covered from abuſing that power, by re- 


bellion. In one word, they were now in. 


the condition of children; whom the pro- 
vidence of God hath placed under the 
abſolute power of their parents; and, if 
Pharaoh, and his firſt miniſter, dealt 
with them. on this occaſion, as a good 
parent ſhould deal with his children, un- 


der the ſame circumſtances ; ſurely, they 
could not complain; nor ouvht we to 
3 complain for them. 


SUPPOSE Pharaoh had ſummoned them 


together, upon this occaſion, and {poke 
do them in the ing manner. 


3 My childern. when it A God to Suppoſe 
dleſs you with great plenty, you abuſed 'hiv{pzech 


RIDE 


| 1 it to luxury, and protuſion ; and forg BO Pharaoh. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 


the hand that gave it. Vou now have got 


a habit of frugality and temperance, for 
ſome years paſt; and it will be your hap- 
pineſs to continue in it. Vou now ſee, 


that God, who gave you the Nile for a 


bleſſing, can with-hold it from you at 
will; or, if he pleaſeth, turn it into a 
curſe. Therefore, fear God, and attend 
to the inſtructions of thoſe men, whom 1 


have preſerved in the day of dearth, to 


teach you to do ſo. You have rebelled 
againſt me, by an abuſe of the power 
intruſted in your hands; and, you know, 
you have felt the evil conſequences of that 
rebellion. I muſt now take care, for 
your fakes as well as my own, to reſtrain 
that power, by removing you from thoſe 
connections, which tempted you to con- 
tederate againſt me; and placing you al! 


in different parts of my kingdom, But! 
have not forgot that you are ſtill my chil- 


dren; and, therefore, I will be as kind 


to you as any of my predeceſſors, or your 


forefathers, were. — I will beſtow lands 
upon you, with ſeed to ſow them, (which, 
perhaps, was, at this time, of more value 
than the fee ſimple of the land) to be 
held, and enjoyed, upon the ſame terms 
as you held your former eſtates, before 


you either forfeited or ſold them; that is, 


paying 


REVELAT ION Examined, &c. 237 


paying me a fifth part of the annual pro- 
duce; which, conſidering the fertility of 
the ſoil, and the facility of culture, you 
cannot but know to be a kind condition. 


f Hap Pharaoh, at that time, deliver- | 
* ed himſelf thus to his people, can we | 
f imagine there could be any one man it 
found amongſt them, who could be har- | 
dy, and ungrateful enough, to remon- 7 
J 329 the | 
: ſtrate againſt his goodnels. 0 
; To confirm the reader in the juſtneſs 5 


of my reaſoning upon this head, I muſt 

deſire him to remember, that the Egyp- 
tians have had, from ſome of the moſt 
ancient authors (particularly Diodorus), Diodorus 
the character of effeminate, voluptuous, his cha- | 
luxurious, inconſtant, inſolent, apt to tu- ge hal 
mult, and rebel, upon the leaſt provoca-tians. 7 
tion; and that the moſt judicious, and 1 
obſerving, of modern travellers, agree with | 
them; and aflign it as a reaſon, why pa- 7 
rents, in Egypt, keep their children in 
great awe, and at a great diſtance, becauſe 
they cannot bear kind treatment, but 
grow intolerably inſolent upon indul- 
gence? And their civil governors find 
themſelves obliged to treat them in the 
lame manner, for the ſame reaſon. 


THE 
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Their firſt 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 
Tur reader ſhould alſo remember, that 


kings ac- the Pharaohs were the firſt rulers who 


counted 


zods. 


Sappoſe 


reigned in Egypt; and that, by the ac- 
counts of the Egyptians themſelves, their 
firſt rulers were gods; and, in memory 
of their goodneſs, Oſiris and Orus were 


_ deified, and Typhon, the rebel, abhor- 


red. 


Suprosx, then, the people now com- 


the people manded to their new habitations; it muſt 


nowtranſ— 


planted. 


Joſeph's 
canal a 
happy 
employ- 
ment for 
the peo- 


| ple. | 


take a great deal of time, and employ a 


great deal of thought, to remove, and 


ſettle them there to the beſt advantage. 


And, as it ſhould always be the care of 


wiſe rulers, to find proper employment 


for buſy and inconſtant ſpirits, ſuch as 
the Egyptians had; and, as that care is 
the beſt ſecurity againſt faction, and cabal, 
what can we imagine wiſer, or better 


judged, than the project of Joſeph's great 


canal, which would employ the people : 
not in ſuch fantaſtick and pompous fol- 
lies, as the pyramids, meaning nothing, 
or worſe than nothing, vanity ; but in 
ſuch uſeful induſtry, as would adorn, and 


enrich the country. — And that not for a 


few years only, but for many genera- 
tions, — For, the conſequence of that im- 


provement of the ground naturally would 


3 | be, 


| thankful for being better informed. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 


| be, and actually was, the building of 


houſes, villages, and cities; which muſt, 
and did render this region, the beſt cul- 
tivated, and beſt peopled, of any part of 


| the kingdom : And it is ſo to this day. 


| Tas will not be denied, to be a ſcheme 
| excellently well contrived, for the advan- 


tage of the common people; and, as for 
thoſe of a higher rank, and more liberal 


nature, they had the ſchools of the prieſts The 
ſchools of 
the prieſts 
f a happy 
ſeph's alliance; wherein to ſtudy their ſcene for 


duty to God, and cultivate the arts and. 


now eſtabliſhed throughout the kingdom 
and now in the higheſt credit, from Jo 


ſciences to the greateſt advantage. 


Har v union of religion, induſtry, 


and knowledge! — This, I own, hath en- 


titled the Patriarch Joſeph to my higheſt 


E veneration : And ſhould, in my humble 


opinion, render him the glory, and envy, 


| of all great miniſters; at leaſt, all ſuch 
| as ever came Within the narrow circle of 


my reading, and obſervation. 


Tux reader hath now my cool, and 


clear judgment, upon the point before 
us: If I am in error, I ſhall be truly 


kr 
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ence now a more eſpecial manner, by Joſeph's tranſ- 


civifion of juſtice, no room for rewarding merit, ot 


Ir appeareth plainly from Euſebius'; 
Evangelick Preparation, that Abraham 

The F- imported arts and ſciences into Egypt, 
hr elpecially geometry, which the overflow- 
geometry ing of the Nile (by which common boun- 
by Abra- daries were defaced) made more particu- ot 
" larly neceſſary in that region. | 


This ci. Tris ſcience became now neceſſary, in 


necellary. planting the people from one part of the 
kingdom to another, in order (as I before 
obſerved) to break their factious connec- 

tions; and ſuch removals are, generally, 

the conſtant, and wiſe conſequence, of a 
rebellion ; and, therefore, no ill proof that 

there had been a rebellion in Egypt about 

this time; alſo, that it was now effectu- 

ally ſubdued, and quelled : And, in this 

cale, juſtice required that a due propor- 

tion ſhould be carefully attended to ; for, 

as all the land was not of equal value, there 

was a neceſſity that the quantities ſhould 

be adjuſted, to the goodneſs, or barrennels 
thereof ; which ſhews the folly of that re- 

port made to Herodotus, that Seſoſtris divi- 

Selo ars ded all Egypt into ſquare, equal parts; in 
his ice; as much as this diviſion left no room ior 
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1 1 know not; but, certainly, their deno- 
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could not be the caſe of the preſent ſur- 
vey ; and, therefore, this could not be 
done without great ſkill, and an exact and 
critical meaſurement, 


and adjuſtment ; 
which was more needed now, than at any 
other time, 


Tis Grecians tell us, that this ſcience 
was introduced into Egypt by Mercurius 
Triſmegiſtus, an epithet which is plainly 
of Greek original, and clearly denotes (as 
I obſerved before) a Mercury of the 855 
eſt abilities. 


Wuar the original Egyptian words The E. 
were, which the Greeks interpret thus, Eben 
erwes, 


probably 


mination of Thrice the greateſt, ſuits far Joſeph, 
better with the character of Joſeph, than 
any other name of antiquity. 


Tris is out of all doubt; ih as much 


as he may very properly be called a meſ- 


lenger ſent * from God, upon the moſt 
important errand, on which this mefſen- 


| ger of Jove was ever employed. 


think it no: improper to be obſerved here, that 


Joſeph ſpeaks of himſelf to his brethren in this chatac- 
ter, Gen. c. xlv. ver. 
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4A fore Review of the Provearng 


Diſſertations. 


AvinG, in the firſt and ſecond vo- 
lumes of this work, clearly ſhewn 


that five revelations were made to Adam, 
in Paradiſe, and were neceflary to be 


made; defended the Scripture- doctrine of 
the fall, and of ſacrifices ; the hiſtory of 


the deluge, and ſubſequent diſperſion of 
mankind ; the deſtruction of Sodom, the 


command to Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon, 
&c. without confining myſelf ſtrictly to 
the natural ſeries of things: — I now 


proceed, in this work, to conſider a fixth 
revelation made to Adam in Paradiſe; 


namely, the Inſtitution of the Sabbath. — 
And the obſervance of this I have ſhewn 
to be abſolutely neceſſary, both with rc- 
gard to the health and duration of the 


human body, and the powers of the 


mind. 


* 


FirsT, ak regard to the 8 in as 


much as the powers, and organs of it, be- 
ing 
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ing of very limited ſtrength, and capable 


of being impaired by labour; a ceſſation 
of labour, at certain intervals, was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the human health; and, 
as the reſt of one hour, after ſix of labour, 


was found neceſſary to the preſervation of 
health and ſtrength to the human frame, 


ſo a ceſſation of labour for one day, after 
fix, may reaſonably be preſumed to be in 
the ſame analogy, with regard to the du- 
ration and health of the body; that no- 
thing was more obvious from the viciſſi- 
tudes of the ſeaſons, and of night and 
day, than that God had appointed ſuch 
intervals of reſt, for the relief of the la- 
bouring world. And as viciflitudes of la- 


| bours naturally attend the ſucceſſions of 


the ſeaſons, different changes of labour 
naturally inferred a variety of relief under 
them; in as much as the fame muſcles 
and organs are not equally employed in 
all labours, and, conſequently, imply ſome 


| degree of reſt to the body under them. 


SECONDLY, with regard to the mind. 


THE mind, we know, whilſt it inha- 


bits the body, muſt employ the fibres of 
the brain in thinking ; and the fibres of 
g the brain, we know, are bodily organs, 
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and, therefore, as naturally require reſt as 
thoſe of the muſcles. 


Bur this reſt of the Sabbath is only a 
ceaſing from bodily labour, in order hat 
men ſhould be employed in mental exer- 
ciſe, neceſſary to the health of the mind; 
in purſuits of infinite importance, the eru- 
dition of men, in all the duties they owe 
to God and one another, without which 
the world would be many ways miſerable, 
and men would quickly degenerate into 
brutes, and, in the ordinary courſe of 
life, betone inſenſible to all the calami- 
ties of their fellow creatures; in as much, 
as all the diſtreſſes of men, in ſociety, 
are utually relieved in the time of wor- 
ſhipping God, on that day : And, there- 
fore, the prophaners of the Sabbath are 
enemies to the health and ſtrength of 
their fellow creatures, to the erudition of 
mankind, and to the humanity of reliev- 
ing them under their calamities; at the 
ſame time, are abuſers of the great be- 
nignity of God to the whole world, in 
this inſtitution : And it appears, that the 
Heathens themſelves were ſenſible of the 
goodneſs of God to mankind, in appoint- 
ing certain intervals of reſt from labour, 


for their rellef. | 
Is 


of the preceding Diſſertations. 245 


In this diflertation, notice is taken of 
the infidel cavil againſt the Scripture- 
hiſtory of the fall, urging that, if man 
be corrupt, he is but as God made him ? 


To which it is anſwered, that God made 


man upright, but they themſelves found 
out many inventions. And the poflibility 


of the fall is illuſtrated by the abuſe of 


an able artiſt's works, which bear a faint 


reſemblance to it. 


* 


OI the next diflertation, the bleſſings 


derived to the world through Abraham 
are amply ſet forth, and illuſtrated by ma- 


ny proofs of God's favour to him, on ac- 
count of his piety and virtue: — By the 
great power and importance of his ex- 


| ample to the world : — By the education 
| of a very numerous family in trne religion 
and virtue: — By the light of ſcience, dif- 


fuſed by him through a great part of the 
world ; for which” dr God appointed 


him a kind of miſſionary to Chaldea, Me- 


ſopotamia, and Egypt. — But ſtil! more 
remarkably by the invention of letters, 


communicated by God to him; — and, 


certainly, the wiſdom of God is greatly 
eminent in this communication. 
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FIRST, For the preſervation of the me- 
mory of great events. For as much as 
the lives of men being now conſiderably 
ſhortened, the memory of great events 
could not now be fo faithfully preſerved 
for any great length of time, without the 
advantage of letters. 


Ap, ſecondly, Becauſe the laws of 
God, and conſequent duties to him and 
the world (which are of the laſt impor- 
tance), could not be fo ſurely and purely 
communicated to ſucceeding ages: And it 
is well known they were ſo communicated 
to the world through Abraham. And the 
knowledge, and eſtabliſhed opinion, that 


they were communicated to the world by 


a man of known integrity, mult have 
creat weight towards rendering them tru- 


ly uſeful. 
Id the third diſſertation, the bleſſings 


to Abraham are thown to have been de 
rived from him to Ifaac. — A remark- 


able command to him from God, that he 


ſhould not leave Canaan in a famine, is 


here taken notice of, and the command 


juſtified by the event, which clearly ſhews 


K not of human deviſing. 


Is AAc's 


0 


of the preceding Diſſertations. 247 
IsAAC's piety and faith are here ſtrong- 
ly ſhown, in his ready obedience to the 
divine command — to Abraham, to of- 
fer him up as a ſacrifice; an obedience 
paid by him, in the vigour of his own 
youth and ſtrength, and in the decline of 


both 1 in his father, at this time. 


IxPI DFI. objections to the account of 


God's interpoſing in the affairs of men, 


controlled in many inſtances, from the 
judgment of Socrates on ſeveral occaſions, 


and the ſtrong and clear reaſonings of 


Maximus Tyrius; and thoſe reaſonings 
farther confirmed by the true ſtate of this 
world, ſet forth in the Scriptures. 


AFTER this is added a digreſſion, to 
ſhew that Socrates was, probably, a pro- 
phet to the Gentile world, and that di- 
vine inſpiration was not FR OP Y to the 
people of the Jews, as in the inſtance of 
Balaam; and the effects of Jewiſh inſpi- 
rations happily communicated to other 
countries; and, although this point is 
ſtrongly objected to by ſome Chriſtians, 
who, to me, ſeem too rigid; I think it 
not ill juſtified by our Saviour's declara- 
tion, on occaſion of a Heathen centurion's 
applying to him, in behalf of his ſervant 

R 4 ſick 
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ſick of * palſy. — When Teſus heard hin, 
he ſaid unto thoſe that followed him, — 
Perily, I jay unto you, I have not found 
fo great faith, no, not in Iſrael. And I 
Jay unto you, that many ſhall come from the 
| 00 and Weſt, and ſhall fit down with 
Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. — Socrates's charaQter 
in this digreſſion ſtrongly combated by 
Mr. Cowper, whoſe opinion (with very 
humble ſubmiſſion to ſo great a genius) 1 
hope, I have fully confuted. 


IN the fourth chapter, there is an ac- 
count given of the bleflings of Ilaac, de- 
rived to Jacob; and his piety ſhown, by 
taking away the 1dols of his family, to 
their great loſs. — Here allo is ſhown the 
reaſon of his name being changed from 
Jacob to ſtael; his character iliuſtrated, 
and fully cleared. — His mother, Rebecca, 
alſo juſtified i in her deception of Iſaac; and 
her {on likewiſe, in his obedience to her, 
by ſhewing that it is the duty of ail friends 
to deceive thoſe they moſt love and ho- 
nour, where deception is uſed to prevent 
great iniquity and evil. 


Tux text of Malachi, where God ſays 
1 loved Jacob, and Fate Hes, cleared 


and 


78 


d 
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and juſtified, from the true characters of 
the two brethren. 


Isaac confirms the bleſſings to Jacob, 
which ſeems clearly to infer that he was 
convinced of his error, in endeavouring 
to convey the bleſſing to Eſau. 


NexT follows, a ſhort account of the 
great principles by which God governeth 


the world, in the ordinary courſe, reaſon, 


paſſion, and inſtinct ; in which, the ſu- 
perior happineſs of man 15 ſhown. 


Tuar God Almighty hath provided, 
in a moſt extraordinary manner, for the 
human happineſs, is evident from hence; 
that all the powers of reaſon, appetite, 
paſſion, and inſtinct, are admirably adapt- 


ed to promote it, and all united in him. 


The paſſions, indeed, are as often found 
to obſtruct it; but that can only be where 
they are no: rightly directed; wherever 
they are fo directed, they are evidently 


Calculated to promote, increaſe, and con- 


tinue it; as in the caſes of marriage, off- 


ſpring, Sc.; and, to all theſe, the bleſſ- 


ings of revelation are luperadded. 


MoREovexr, 
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MoREOVER, in this diſſertation, man's 
dominion over the brutes, and his deſtruc- 
tion of them, for his ſeveral occaſions, is 
clearly ſhewn to be for their mutual ad- 
vantage. — Here, alſo, man's being influ- 
enced by the grace of God, is ſhewn to 


be as reaſonable as the endowment of 


brutes with inſtindt. — A remarkable 


quotation from Marcus Antoninus, ſhew- 


ing that he thought divine inſpirations as 


natural to men as breathing. — Agreeably 
to what St. Paul faith of the Deity, that, 
in him, We live, and move, and have our 


being. 


Is the fixth chapter, Joſeph's charaQer 
is illuſtrated at large, and cleared from all 


objections ; and Jacob ſhewn to be bleſſ- 


ed in him beyond all his progenitors. 


Tur revelation of the meaning of Pha- 


raoh's dreams, to him, is of infinite con- 
ſequence to the world, which was ſaved 
by him from total ruin by famine ; as No- 
ah was ſaved in the ark, to reſtore the 


race of mankind deſtroyed by the de- 


luge. — Very remarkable monuments of 
his miniſtry ſeen, at this day, throughout 


Egypt (not enough attended to by mo- 
dern travellers), with various proofs of 


their 
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| their being juſtly aſcribed to him. 
S His oranaries, Well, Hall, Canal; and like- 


wiſe his Gaol, reported by all travellers to 
be a gaol of dreadful captivity at this day ; 


43 agreeably to what David faith of it in the 


hundred and fifth pſalm, where, {peaking 
of Joſeph, he ſaith, whoſe feet they hurt in 
the ſtocks, the iron entered into bis ſoul. 


Wuorvxk hath curioſity enough to ex- 
amine the accounts of this gaol, given by 


travellers, will poſiibly feel as much con- 


viction of the truth of the Moſaic hiſtory 


of Joſeph, from this incidental circum- 


Nance of the, relation, as almoſt any thing 


elſe he can meet with; in as much as, 
it is a circumſtance ht no relater can 


have any temptation to falſity, or alter, 


in any reſpect. Indeed, the account of 


Joſeph, and the Moſaic hiſtory in gene- 


ral, tranſmitted to us by Juſtin, appear- 
eth to me a ſufficient ground to believe, 
that the Heathens were well acquainted 
with that hiſtory, however ee 
tranſmitted from them. 


Tur accounts of the fake Meeris are 


ſo very extraordinary, and various, that it 


is very difficult to pronounce upon the 
contriver, who deſigned and executed it, 


otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe than thus far, that it ſeems evi- 
dent, from many circumſtances, that the 


Egyptian hiſtorians, as well as the Greci- 


ans, who copied after them, never intend- 
ed that it ſhould be clearly known : In as 


much as it is aſcribed to fix or ſeven dif- 


ferent names, with no certain date ; which 
appears to me to be a ſufficient ground 
for concluding, that it was the work of a 
man, whom they took care not to mention 
ſo as to make him known; from whence 
I infer that it muſt be the work of Jo- 
ſeph; eſpecially when it is known to have 
been a work of ſuch immenſe labour and 
expence, as nothing but a very great na- 
tion, with all the wealth in the world, 
and all the advantages of wiſdom and ſea- 
ſons (advantages which I cannot pro- 
nounce to have concurred in any other 
works of great importance), can be con- 
ceived capable of accompliſhing in a ſeries 
of many years; ſuch as was that of Joſeph's 
miniſtry. His canal, indeed, with the 
ſame advantages, might poſſibly be finiſh- 
ed in ſeven years of dearth, and that, from 
the nature of the thing, moſt have been 


| finiſhed firſt; but the baſon, I imagine, 


could not be finithea in leſs than ten times 
that ſpace. And all obſervers of the work 
agree, that it muſt have been finithed by 

one 
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one hand, and in the reign of one king: 
| And who that could be, other than Jo- 


ſeph's patron, I have never been able to 


find, or form any rational conjecture upon 


Ox thing, I apprehend, may be clear- 
ly inferred from the Scripture-hiſtory of 
Jacob, that the erecting of obeliſks, and 

their conſecration, by pouring oil upon 
them, owe their origin to him. 


Or what uſe the knowledge of their 
origin may now be, I cannot ſay, but 
very poſſibly future times may derive - 
ſome advantages from it. 


God forbid I ſhould eſtimate, or limit, 
the abilities, or enquiries of other men, by 
the ſcanty meaſure of my own; or even 


by the beſt lights of the age we live in. 


IT arso think, we may reaſonably con- 
_ clude, from the Scripture-accounts of A- 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in Egypt (thoſe 
great lights of true religion), and the ſub- 
ſequent account of Joſeph's miniſtry there, 
and alliance with the Egyptian prieſthood, 
whoſe wiſdom is ſo celebrated even by 
Heathens, that the remarkable ou 
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neſs of the Egyptian prieſts, and the high 
character of the Egyptian wiſdom, and 
their early acquaintance with the ſciences, 
is naturally to be derived from that foun- 
tain. — As the tranſplanting of the people 
of Egypt, from one part of the country 
to another, by Joſeph, greatly ſtrengthens 
the Heathen accounts of a rebellion there 
about that time. — For rebellions are ge- 
nerally followed by ſuch tranſplantations 


under all wiſe governments. — So, like- 


wile, the maintenance of the Egyptian 
prieſts by Pharaoh, in the time of famine, 
related by Moſes, is clearly accounted for 


by the Heathen writers, who inform us 


that the prieſts were the friends and com- 


panions of their kings, and ſometimes 


kings themſelves : So happily is Scripture- 


hiſtory ſupported by unprejudiced Hea- 
then; or, to ſpeak more properly, by 


Heathen enemies. 
Wuo demands more proof? 


UPox recollection, to me of great im- 


portance, although it may not be altoge- 
ther ſo deemed of by others, I mean in- 


ſpiration by dreams, of which we have 
many accounts, both in the writings of 
LY the 
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the Heathens as well as the ſacred "Dep 


tures. 


Ir this be objected to in creatures fitted 
for inſtruction by reaſon, it ſhould be 
candidly conſidered, whether reaſon may 


not be more capable of being effectually 


informed, and directed, in its moſt diſ- 
paſſionate and undiſturbed ſtate, agreeably 
to the judgment of Job, than when it is 


expoſed to every interruption and pertur- 


bation, from paſſion and outward acci- 
dents, and 1t hath ever been ſuggeſted to 


men of underſtanding, as a reaſonable ſup- 


poſition, that, when the labour andfumesof 
digeſtion are over, the mind 1s then clear, 
and more capable of truth : And, hence, 
an opinion hath prevailed in the world, 
that early and morning dreams, are often 
tound to be true, agreeably to that known 
expretiion, 


Cum omnia vera. 


BESIDEs this, it Ty imply ſome 46. 
fect in the human frame, if the divine 
wiſdom had not formed this maſter- piece 
of the lower world to receive advanta— 
ges of various kinds, in every ſtate which 

providence 
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